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ech asl reninedlnadl “219| Marriages and Deaths-...........,.264 | Temains unchanged. No demonstrations have been 


ee — = /made since the 6th inst., when a reconnoissance was 

= ae z Ss /made to Madison Court House, which resulted in 
THE MILITARY SITUATION. | establishing the fact that no rebel force existed in that 
peony G has occurred since the date of our last | quarter. General MEADE’s army is quietly encamped 
iN review of the military situation to indicate any on the south bank of the Rappahannock. LEE occupies 
likelihood that our anticipation of a season of military | his old position at Orange Court House—his advance 
inactivity on the great theatres of war will be disap- | line guarding the Rapidan fords. Deserters say his 
pointed. Both our grand armies, in the East and the | force does not exceed thirty-five thousand. 


West, are confining their efforts to making themselves | For several days past rumors have been rife of a 
comfortable in winter quarters; and only in the out- | 


. ay , 4 . | contemplated change of commanders in the Army of 
lying dominions of the war do we see the signs of mili- | the Potomac. It was said the command was to be 
ey ong sn. cil ih lla given to General PLEASANTON, Chief of Cavalry, after 
Knoxville are now at an end. Since our last issue we | mt Seah Genes. Se Senene. Sapernes sie 

. . , | WARREN, and refused by them. Other and later 


have the positive intelligence that the siege is raised, | reports mention the names of Generals HooKER and 


and that Lonestreer is in full retreat towards Vir- | Tyoxsa5 as on the slate for the succession. In addi- 
ginia. The siege virtually terminated on the 4th 


tion to the rumors of a change of commanders, it is 
inst., When, at an early hour, the advance guard of| 5).5 bruited that the Army of the Potomac is to be 
the reinforcing column under General SHERMAN | broken up and a portion of it sent to some other part 
reached Knoxville. The rebels moved off after dark, | ofthe country for a winter campaign. 
leaving the rear guard and pickets in their rifle pits to 
fall back at 2 A. M. ; and a reconnoissance by General 








Stow firing is still kept up by General GILLMORE on 


me ie cnieeshins teins hie Mile eeiiadiantie the rebel works in Charleston Harbor and occasionally 
_wdeebgenneery wig wie semP"y: | on the city: but it has ceased to greatly disturb the 


Lonasrreer retired by both banks of the Holston | Charlestonians. Meanwhile, we have the one great 


with a start of thirty-six hours. On becoming aware | substentiel boned of ccenpletely desing the hacker: 


of the withdrawal of the rebels, pursuit was promptly | and the Seeretary of the Navy in his report states that 


undertaken, and still continues to be followed up with eye single blockade-ranner has for months been able 


vigor. Gencral Foster, with his cavalry division, | to make its way into Charleston. 


moves by the south bank of the river; SHERMAN | T bel heath b bold and extensi 
moves by the north bank. A dispatch from General | ee 





Foster, dated at Tazewell on the 7th inst., announces | guerrilla warfare oe the Mississippi, with the view of 
| obstructing the navigation of the river. A numerous 
| fleet of gunboats is doing patrol duty; but this does 
/not seem to be a sufficient protection, for the rebel 


movable column passes from point to point, attacking 


that his cavalry division attacked the enemy’s cavalry 
in one of the passes of the Clinch Mountains on the 
6th inst., and was pushing them vigorously. There 


seems to be every prospect that the rebels will not ’ : 
; data | unarmed river craft, but never staying long enough at 


escape without the most decided damage. | h j sot ail tte Tl 
The PRESIDENT, on the receipt of the intelligence | 22Y One place to hazard an encounter wi . Vie 


of the retreat of LoNGSTREET, on the 7th inst., put | 40TC* 
forth an executive recommendation, urging all loyal | AN act of piracy of extraordinary daring was per- 
people, in view of the withdrawal of the insurgent | formed on Sunday last by a party of released rebel 
force from East Tennessee ‘‘under circumstances | blockade-runners, who had taken passage on the 
“yendering it probable that the Union forces cannot | steamer Chesapeake from New York to Portland. 
“hereafter be dislodged from that important posi- | The steamer sailed from New York on Saturday last, 
‘tion,’ to render thanksgiving for ‘‘this great ad- | and was one of the regular line plying between this 
““vancement of the National cause.” As this is, we | city and Portland. On Sunday night, at a point about 
believe, the first occasion on which such a recommen- | twenty miles east of Cape Cod, the rascals, sixteen in 
dation has been put forth with reference to any indi- | number, rose on the officers and crew, overpowered 
vidual military event, it marks in a very emphatic | them and took possession of the vessel. The second 
manner the supreme importance which the Govern- | engineer was shot dead and his body thrown over- 
ment attaches to the possession of this region. The | board, and the first mate badly wounded. The cap- 
rebel presses also mark their appreciation of its value | tain and crew were then overpowered, put in irons, 
by the most dolorous wails over LonosTreer’s | and notified that they were prisoners of war to the 
failure. | Confederate States of America. Subsequently, the 
— : | crew and passengers were put into a boat and landed 
Ar Chattanooga the > Se unchanged. | at St. John’s, N. B., when the steamer put out in an 
General Grant is consolidating his vietory and pre- | easterly direction. Promptly, on the receipt of the 


paring for new work. The clamors of the Southern 
journals have had their effect. 
moved from command of the army of the Southwest, 
and Lieutenant-General HARDEE, formerly command- 


Braaa@ has been re- | 


'news, Admiral PavLpine fitted out a pursuing fleet, 
'and on Thursday morning the Sebago, Grand Gulf 
| and Vicksburgh were dispatched after the pirates. If 
_ caught, they will doubtless have a short shrift and a 


ing one of Braaa’s corps, has been placed at its head. | ° yee 
It is rumored, Senin that this appointment will be | tall swing at the yard-arm 
but temporary, as the South is calling for some| yg Report of the Chief of the Bureau of Ord- 
“‘abler” man. - At latest advices HARDEE was slowly nance of the Navy Department is a document of great 
falling back from Dalton, with the fragments of the | interest, but we are compelled to defer its publication. 














consisted of 1,872 thirty-twos,’ 575 eight-inch, 305 
nine-inch Dahlgrens, 46 ten-inch, old and new, 32 
eleven-inch Dahlgrens; making 2,830 heavy guns; 
with 29 twenty-fours, 107 twelves, making 136 boat how- 
itzers; has increased to 1,203 howitzers of all kinds, 
1,872 thirty-twos, 575 eight-inch, 808 nine-inch Dahl- 
grens, 56 ten-inch, old and new, 323 eleven-inch Dahl- 
grens, 200 thirteen-inch mortars, 214 twenty-pound 
Parrotts, 237 thirty-pound Parrotts, 180 one-hundred- 
pound Parrotts, 60 one-hundred-and-fifty-pound Par- 
rotts, 13 twenty-pound rifled Parrotts, and 36 fifteen- 
inch smooth bores; in all, 5,777 pieces, against 2,966 
in 1861. Over 700 more guns of the new sort will be 
completed before the year closes. Several new foun- 
dries have been started, and the means are now equal 
to the demand. The enormous amount of projectiles 
used may be seen in the following figures:—Shells, 
made and bought, 678,617: shot, 80,392; shrapnell, 
grape, and canister, 9,443,948 pounds. Of gun- 
powder, 2,980 tons have been ordered since March 1, 
1861—of which 2,675 tons were from foreign nitre. 
The report says: ‘‘'The general efficiency of the ord- 
“‘ nance of our Navy far excels that of any other, its 
‘* superiority being due mainly, or wholly, to the im- 
‘* provements of the last two years. Further extensive 
‘improvements are in contemplation, and estimates 
‘in accordance are presented to Congress.’’ 








Tue Report of the Pension Bureau shows that only 
18 Revolutionary pensioners remain on the official rolls, 
drawing the small sum of $1,044 82 last year; 1,573 
widows of Revolutionary soldiers are still pensioned, 
and took $132,236 74. Upto June 30 last there were 
7,248 Army invalid pensioners, drawing $383,670 67 ; 
widows, orphans, and dependent mothers, 4,820; ad- 
mitted during last year, 3,630; amount paid, $342,- 
731 37. Army pensioners added during the year, 
7,582. Navy pensions granted for the year ending 
June 30, 183; whole number, 544; amount paid, 
$23,622 24. Widows, orphans, and dependent mothers 
on Navy list, 577; amount paid, $116,449; number 
added during the year, 316. Whole number of Army 
pensioners on the list June 30, 13,659; pensions due 
them, $1,227,641 88. Whole number of Navy pen- 
sioners, 1,132; due, $144, 074 61. During the year 
there has been a decrease of 12 Revolutionary pen- 
sioners, and 277 widows of such; an increase of 3,370 
Army invalid pensioners, 3,335 widows and orphans 
of such; 123 Navy invalids, 94 widows of such; and 
1 increase on privateer pensions—net increase, 6,632. 
Since the Government was organized, 65,896,142 acres 
have gone for military and naval services; value, 
$82,370,175 50. The Invalid Corps has now 14,000 
men, and is of advantage both to the soldier and the 
Government, relieving the pension list of a heavy 
burden, and securing to the soldier adequate pay, and 
to the country efficient defenders. 


Carrarn George T. Emmons has been relieved from duty 
as Fleet Captain of the South Atlantic Squadron. Admiral 
Dahlgren’s Staff now consists of the following officers:— 
Captain J. M. Bradford, Fleet Captain and Chief of Staff; 
Captain Ammen, Chief of Hydrography; Lieutenant 
Moreau Forrest, Chief of Ordnance: Paymaster Bradford, 
Fleet Paymaster ; Surgeon Johnson, Fleet Surgeon ; Chief 
Engineer Danby, Fleet Engineer; Lieutenant Commander 
Phythian, Assistant to Chief of Staff; Ensigns Johnson and 
Bartlett, Flag Ensigns; Acting Assistant Master Dahlgren, 
Aide to Admiral; Ensign Poor, Naval Signal Officer; 
Lieutenant Fenner, Army Signal Officer. 


GuneRat Robert C. Schenck has relinquished the com- 
Department 











rebel army in an extremely demoralized and disorgan- | The naval ordnance which at the beginning of 1861 


mand of the Middle to Brigadier-General H. 
H. Lockwood. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Navy Departuext, December 7, 1862. 


81n :—The naval operations of the year have been varied and more 
arduous as well as far more extensive than ever before under the 
Government. A blockade commencing at Alexandria, in Virginia, 
and terminatlag at the Rio Grande, has been effectively maintained. 
The extent of this blockade, according to an accurate table of meas” 
urement carefully prepared at the Coast Survey office, covers a dis- 
tanee of three thousand five hundred and forty-nine statute miles, with 
one hundred and eighty-nine harbor or river openings or indenta- 
tions, and much of the coast presents a double shore to be guarded. 
In addition to the coast blockade, a naval force of more than one hun- 
dred veesels has been employed in patrolling the rivers, cutting off 
rebel supplies, and co-operating with the armics in the suppression 
of the rebellion. The distance thus traversed and patrolled by the 
gunboats on the Mississippi and its tributaries is 3,615 miles, and the 
sounds, bayous, rivers, and inlets of the States upon the Atlantic and 
the Gulf, covering an extent of about 2,000 miles, have also been pen- 
etrated and watched with unceasing vigilance. 

The blockade is becoming more effective and complete. Progress 
has been made in repelling the rebels from the coast and circum- 
scribing their Himts. The Mississippi and its tributaries have, after 
a protracted, persistent, and severe struggle, in which the whole en- 
ergics and efforts of the insurgents were engaged to obstruct and 
prevent our success, been re-opened to navigation and commerce. 
As the rebels have never posscesed an open port for either bellige- 
rent operations or commercial purposes, nor a naval or commercial 
marine, their maritime trade and proceedings have been chiefly deri- 
ved from foreign adventurers and foreign capital. If, in the early 
period of the war, the unscrupu 'ous and unprincipled traders who, 
in violation of law and public morality, embarked In illicit schemes 
to violate the blockade, and furnish the rebels with supplies, were 
successful, the general results of the year, now near its close, have 
been to them most disastrous. ‘The vigilance of our naval forecs and 
the stringency of the blockade have operated with great severity on 
those who have risen In arms azainst their country, and have caused 
heavy losses to those who have abetted, or have been in sympathy 
with therebellion. I do not propose in this report to enter upon the 
details of our naval operations since my last annual communication, 
but shall append the official reports of the ofticera themeelves which 
best narrate their respective labors and achievements. No nobler 





encomium can be awarded them than the plain statement of their 
deeda, and no summary can do justice to their unassuining communi- 
cations. The cruising grounds of the several Llockuding squadrons 
remain unchanged since my last report. 

2 NORTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Lee continues in command of the North At- 
lantic Squadron, faithfully and ably discharging his duties in a posi- 
tion of great responsibility, and, in some respects, of creat embarrase- 
ment. Seconded and sustained as he has been by officers of zeal and 
efficiency, the rivers of Virginia and the sounds of North Carolina 
have been penetrated, watched and guarded, as well asthe epire 
coast ; so that all intercourse with the rebels has been cut off with the 
single exception of the port of Wilmington, to close which has been 
difficult from its two inlets, thirty miles apart, flanked by extensive 
batteries. Some of the fastest steamers from the Ciyde and other 
quarters, of light draught, have, under cover of darkness, succeeded 
in eluding capture, but most of even that description of vessels have 
fallen into our hands or been driven on shore. With there excep- 
tional cases, all foreign and coastwise commerce with the rebels has 
ceased in that quarter. At Washington, Newbcrn, and elsewhere on 
the inner waters of North Carolina, and also on the Nansemond, 
York, and other rivers of Virginia, our naval officers have been sleep- 
iess sentinels, and they have exhibited examples of heroic bravery 
and daring in repelling the rebels and protecting and succoring the 
army when in difficulty, which reflect honor on themselves and the 
eervice. 

SOUTH ATLANTIC SQUADRON. 

The South Atlantic Squadron has continued to enforce the block- 
ade with vigilance and effect. It is not known that any vessels now 
elude the vigilance of the fleet or effect communication with the 
rebels on that coast. So long as the blockading force remained off 
Charleston, instead of getting within the bar, the illicit trade at that 
point was prosceuted with some success, and no vigilance or activity 
could wholly prevent it. With a view of interdicting all traflic, and, 
if possible, of capturing Charlcston itself, the original seat of insur- 
rection and of disunion, preparations were made by this department, 
commencing more than a year'ago, for the occupation of the harbor 
and the reduction of the defences. The completion of the iron-clad 
veasels was urged forward with all the energy the department could 
infuse into the contractors, and such other efficient vessels as could 
be made available were ordered to the sqnadron to add to its power 
and efficiency. Delays and difficulties intervened, and it was not 
until the 7th of April that a demonstration was made. On the after- 
noon of that day Rear-Admiral Dupont, in the New Ironsides, accom- 
panied by seven turreted vessels of the Monitor class and the gunboat 
Keokuk, proceeded up the harbor and made a vigorous assault upon 
Fort Sumter. From some difficulty or defect, the Admiral’s ship 
was unable to get into action, but the others proceeded onward to 
the attack and sustained a terrific concentrated fire from numerous 
batteries. 

Owing to the submerged obstructions, the character of which was 
not understood, it was not deemed advisal le to attempt a passage up 
to the city, and after a contest of less than two hours, the signal was 
given to withdraw the flcet. Bnt comparatively slight injury was 
sustained by the turreted vessels, and only one life was lost in this 
remarkable contest. No ships ever before sustained such aconcen- 
trated fire, and the enduring qualities of this class of vessels were 
fully proved. It was intended to have renewed the attack on the 
following day, but this intention was subsequently abandoned, and 
the vessels were withdrawn from the harbor, under an apprehension 
that they could not withstand the storms of the season and the fire 
of the rebel batteries. But. important considerations rendered it 
proper that the force should remain inside the bar, and orders yore 
sent to Rear-Admiral Dupont to that effect. 

) The report of the superintending engineer as to the injuries which 
the turreted vessels had sustained was satisfactory, and confirmed 
the Government in its determination to close effectually and com- 
pletely the port, so as to prevent the ingress or egress of a single ves- 
eel, and also to promote operations against the defences in the harbor. 
Rear-Admiral Dupont having cxpressed a willingness to reliriquish 











the position which he had occupied for eighteen ménths, Rear-Ad- 
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miral Andrew H. Foote was detailed to relieve him. That brave 
and distinguished officer prepared with great alacrity and prompti- 
tude for the duty, but, when on his way to his command, was scized 
with fatal illness and died in New York. His associate and sccond 
in command, Rear-Admiral Jobn A. Dablgren, proceeded immediate- 
ly to Port Royal, and, on the 6th day of July, assumed com- 
 wnd of the squadron. A combined operation of nayal and army 
forces, the latter under General Gillmore, was instituted for the oc- 
cupation and ion of Morris Island, on the south side of the 
entrance to Charleston harbor. Aftera long and severe struczie, 
the army operating upon land with the efficient co-operation of the 
Monitors and the Jronsides, Morris Island with ail its batteries was 
captured. Sumter was soon made a pile of ruins by the fierce artil- 
lery of our forces, although the rebeis contrive to continue a small 
but powerless force there under the protection of the surrounding 
batteries. In the slow operations of this protracted siege of over five 
months, as well as in the demonstration of the 7th of April, both the 


resisting and attacking power of the Monitors has been illustrated | 
| 


and proven. 

Since the fleet under Admiral Dahlgren has remained inside the bar, 
and we have had possession of Morris Island, the commerce of Char- 
leston has ceased. Nota single blockade-runner has succeeded in 
reaching the city for months, and the tratiic which had been to some 
extent, and with large profits, previously carried on is extinguished. 
As a commercial mart Charleston has no existence ; her wealth with 
her trade has departed. Ina military or strategic view the place is 
of litttle consequence ; and whether the rebels are able by great sacri- 
fice and exhaustion to hold out a few weeks more or less is of no im- 
portance. 

The most marked and extraordinary conflict within the limits of 
this squadron, or indeed in the service during the year,and in some 


respects one of the most significant and instructive navai_baitles of | 


the war, took place on the 17th of June, in Warsaw Sound, between 
the Weehawken, a vessel of the Monitor class, and the formidable ar- 
mored steamer Allanta. Like the contest in Hampton Roads, in 
March, 1862, when the Monitor and Merrimac were engaged, this bat- 
tle was between armored vessels and of great disparity in size, but the 
result was vastly more speedy and decisive. The A‘lania was a power- 


ful steamer, had been iron-plated by the rebels, and prepared tor war | 


purposes at immense expense. In the confidence of certain victory 


over ber comparatively diminutive antagonists, the Weehawken and | 


Nahant, she was accompanied by boats loaded with gay parties to 
witness her triumph ; but the brave officers and men of our turreted 
vessels knew their power and sought the encounter. This battle was 
to test not only the vessels but the new fifteen-inch ordnance, then 
for the first time brought into naval warfare, and concerning which 
there had been, as well as with respect to the vessels themselvea, some 
variety of opinion. The conflict was so brief and decisive that only 
one of the two Monitor vessels, though not widely separated and eac 

eager for the fight, was able to participate inthe engagement. The 
Nahant, having no pilot, followed in the wake of the Weehawken, but 
before she could get into action the contest was over. Such was the 
brevity of the fight tu.ctthe Weehawken, in about fifteen minutes, and 
with only tive shots from her heavy guns, overpowered and captured 
her formidable aniagonist, before the Nahant, which was hastening 
to the work, could discharge asingle shot at the .At/en/a. This re- 
markable result was an additional testimony in favor of the Monitor 
class of versels for harbor defence and coast service against any naval 
vessels that have been or are likely to be constructed to visit our 
shores. It appears also to have extinguished whatever lingering 
hopes therebels may have had of withstanding our naval power by 


naval means. 
EASTERN GULF SQUADRON. 


Acting Rear-Admiral Bailey has continued in command of the 
Eastern Gulf Squadron, closely blockading the Florida peninsula 
trom Cape Canaveral, on the east, to Pensacola. on the west. There 
having been no important military movements within these limits, a 
close watch of the coast and of the adjacent waters has been main- 
taiped by the Navy, resulting in the capture of many prizes, and the 
almost entire annihilation of all illicit trafiic. Some important boat 
expeditions for cutting out vessels and destroying rebel salt-works 
have been projected and executed with success. Sates adjacent to 
Cuba, and not far distant from Nassau, the coast of Florida present- 
ed many available points for eluding the blockade chiefly by small 
vessels which were capable of penetrating the shallow harbors and 
inlets which indent its shores. But the trade has not been carried on 
with impunity—more than one hundred craft of various descriptions 
have been captured or destroyed by this squadron during the current 


year. 
WESTERN GULF SQUADRON. 

The duties of the Western Gulf Squadron have been diversified 
and exacting. Fora considerable part of the year Kear-Admiral 
Farragut felt himself compelled to employ many of his most cilicient 
vessels in active river service, co-operating with the army, with a 
view to re-opening the navigation of the Mississippi, and expelling 
hostile forces irom its banks. Impressed with the great importance 
of this work, and aware of the determination of the Government to 
promptly and firmly re-establish the national authority in that quar- 
ter, so that the ocean outlet of the great central valley of the Union 
should be unrestricted and secure, Rear-Admiral Farragut committed 
the subject of the coast blockade to others of his command, and de- 
voted his unremitting personal attention to the energetic and vigor- 
ous prosecution of the conquest of the rebels, to overcoming and re- 
ducing their batteries, and to removing every obstacle with which 
they sought to o pose the navigation of the river, or to resist the au- 
thorities of the Union. Soon after the capture of New Orleans, in 
the spring of 1862, and as the natural result of that event, the naval 
forces formed a junction; and could the army at that time have fur- 
nished an adequate co-operating land force, the reduction of Vicks- 
burgh might have been accomplished, and the occupation and naviga- 
tion of the river easily secured, But the omission to do this gave the 
rebels Speerianity to immensely strengthen Vicksburgh, and also to 
fortify Port Hudson and Grand Gulf in addition. What, therefore, 
might have been accomplished with comparatively little effort in the 
summer of 1862, was a work of immense and almost incredible iabor 
and difficulty in 1863. It was indispensable that communication 
should be opened with Rear-Admiral Porter, of the Mississippi 

uadron, and General Grant, both of whom were operating against 
Vicksburgh. Rear-Admiral Farragut, therefore, moved up in strong 
force from Baton Rouge in March, intending to pass the batteries at 
Port Hudson, but only his own flag-ship, the Hartford and the Alba- 
tress were successful. With these he succeeded in approaching 
Vicksburgh, and in communicating with Rear-Admiral Porter across 
the peninsula. This lant act of Rear-Admiral Farragut being 
effected, the Navy command of the river between Vicksburgh 
and Port Hudson, and was enabled to establish a blockade of Red 
River, and thus intercept the supplies from Texas destined for the 
rebel armies. The insurgents felt this to be one ot the most scrious 
and fatal blows inflicted on them during the year, and from the effects 
$f it they have never recovered. This accomplished, the Admiral 
left his flag-ship, the Hartford, and returning Glow by way of the 
Atchafalaya, he resumed operations for a final assault on Port Hud- 
son. To meet the requirements of the occasion a force was kept al- 
ways ready to co-operate with the Army in its movements; and on 
the part of the Navy a continuous shelling of ihe place from mortar 
boats, vessele, and a naval battery on shore, manned by seamen, was 
maintained, seconding the Army. Nearly three thousand 13-inch 
shells were thrown into the works by the mortar vessels, and the 
naval battery of four 9-inch guns, u asa breaching battery, per- 
formed good service. In consequence of the capture of Vicksburgh, 
on the 4th of July, the reduction of Port Hudson became inevitable, 
and the garrison finally surrendered, on the 9th of July, to General 
Banks, who, for some weeks, had besieged the place. 

This was the last stronghold of resistance to the national authority 
on the banks of the Mississi pp 

The river beingnow open 


control of the western waters above New Orleans, and departed 
himeelf for that city. Deemin 
bors of eighteen months entitled this gallant officer to special consid- 
eration, the department tendered him a reepite, which be accepted, 
and Commodore H. H. Bell, the next officer in rank, was appointed 
to command the squadron in his absence. 

The blockade of the Gulf has been in the main, efficient and suc- 
cessful, although reverses at Galveston and Sabine Pass occurred, 
and, for a time, reckless adventurers and foreign capitalists to some 
extent succeeded. by perverting neutral privileges and fraudulently 
abusing neutral rights on the Rio Grande, in carrying on illicit trade’ 
with the rebels through Matamoras. The Rio Grande being the 
boundary between the United States and Mexico, is open to the 
navigation of both countries, and could not therefore be blockaded. 
With a knowledge of this fact a multitude of schemes were — 
and under the disguise ot neutral trade, Matamoras suddenly became 
a great commercial mart for the rebels and their friends. But the 
shrewdly devised’ schemes were soon interrupted with disastrous 
ere to most of those who participated 

nm has 


of the Rio Grande and Bro put a final termina- 


ppi. 
to peaceful commercial pursuits, Rear- | 
Admiral Farragut turned over to Rear-Admiral Porter the entire | 


that his long service and useful Ia- ; 


———— 
tion to the lately extensive commence of Matamoras, which is be- 
coming as insignificant as it was before the rebellion. 


MISSISSIPPI SQUADRON. 


The Mississippi squadron has been actively engaged in successfy} 
efforts to overcome the rebels and restore the natioual ascendancy in 
the great central valley of the Union. ? 

Rear-Admiral Porter, whose activity, energy, and readiness of re. 
sources, eminently fitted him for that command, has exhibited extra- 
ordinary vigor in various naval expeditions on the Mississippi and its 
tributaries, and in zealous co-operation with the Army in most of its 
important operations. 

“he capture of Arkansas Post, on the White River, in January 
the destruction of the batteries at Grand Gulf in May, and in co. 
operation with the Army, the reduction of Vicksburgh, which finally 
surrendered on the 4th of July, are the most prominent of the re. 
markabie achizvements of this squadron, some of which are marked 
by incidents of singular and romantic daring. In the Appendix to 
this report will be found correct records of the extraordinary adven. 
| tures attending the efforts to get control of the Yazoo by sweeping 
from its channel the network of torpedoes, explosive machines, and 
contrivances for submarine warfare, near its confluence with the 
Mississippi. These efforts were followed bythe novel and singular 
“ Yazoo Pace Expedition,” and the expedition of ‘* Steel’s bayou and 
“ Deer creek.” On the right bank of the Mississippi scenes of inter. 
est were also enacted by the hardy sailors and boatmen on the rivers 
of Arkansas and northern Louisiana. The Cumberland and the Ten. 
nessee have been actively patrolled by our vigilant and skillful nayaj 
officers, and the exciting chase of Morgan by our steamers on the 
VOhio, over a distance of five hundred miles, intercepting him and his 
band when attempting to escape, naturally attracted the attention of 
the country. But the great and important exploits of this squadron 
were in the vicinity of Vicksburgh, where the main strength of the 
naval as well as of the military forces were centred. The magnitude 
of the defences of this place, which were intended to repulse any 
force, naval or military, or both combined, which could be brougtt 
against them, made the siege formidable, and seemed for a time to 
defy all attempts at their reduction. In overcoming them, the Navy 
necessarily performed a conspicuous and esgential part. For forty- 
two days, without intermission, the mortar boats were throwing 
shells into all parts of the city,and even into the works beyond it, 
Heavy guns, mounted on scows, commanded the important water 
batteries, and for fourteen days maintained an incessant tire upon 
them. Thirteen heavy guus were landed from the vessels, and ofli- 
ecrs and men (where they could be spared) were sent to man them. 
The gunboats below the city, in co-operation with the Army, were 
continually engaged in shelling the place. During the siege sixteen 
thousand shells were thrown from the mortars, gunboats, and nayo} 
batteries upon the city and its defences before they capitulated. € 

The creation and organization of this large squadron, which has 
| done such effective service on the Upper Mississippi and its tributaries, 
extending over a distance of more than three thousand miles, may be 
justly considered among the most wonderful events of the times. It 
is buta little over two years since we had not a naval vessel on all 
these waters, where we now have a squadron of one hundred vessels, 
carrying 462 guns, with crews amountingin the aggregate to about 
5,500 men. Kentucky, Tennessee, and Arkansas, the upper portions 
of Mississippi and Louisiana, and the southern portions of those 
States which border on the Ohio river on the north, bave been re 
lieved and liberated through the instrumentality of the gunboats act- 
ing by themselves, or in earnest and cordial co-operation with the 
armies. Rear-Admiral Porter has well sustained the renown v h'ch 
the gallant and lamented Foote so nobly earned, and has carried fir- 
ward to successful results a larger and more powertul force than was 
ever at the disposal of that heroic officer. In creatingand organizing 
this squadron, and arming and manning the vessels, it must not be 
forgotten that the service labi red under many and great disadvan- 
tages, for the Government hadno Navy Yard or establishment of its 
own on which the deparment could depend. In the absence of any 
governmental yards, shops, storehouses, and other necessary facilities 
and aids for a naval establislment, and also of mechanics and work- 
men, it beeame necessary to collect and send out and receive sup- 
plies from some central and secure position. This work has been 
performed chiefly at Cairo, under the superintendence and manaze- 
ment of officers who have devoted themscives to their less conrp!- 
cuous but not less indispensable work with an assiduity and la!or 
not surpassed even by their more active associates who were fac 


the enemy. 
POTOMAC FLOTILLA. 

Allured by high prices and the prospects of gain, mercenary ad- 
venturers as weil as rebeis and rebel sympathisers have continued tu 
carry on to some extent illicit and contraband traflic b. tween Mary- 
land and Virginia, rendering it necessary to maintain a considerai)ic 
force on the Potomac. The flotiila, under command of Commodor 
Harwood, has kept a close watch and guard to intercept and p: 
vent, as far as possible, communication with the rebels, and m:ny 
captures have been made; but the punishment inflicted on theo- 
who a to deal with traitors and furnish them supplies, !i- 
been go light, that these petty contrabandists, as well as the pivr: 
open blockade-runners, have carried on their employment with se: 
degree of impunity. In one or two instances armed bodice of 1 
have appeared on the Virginia shore, as if with the imtention of : 
lesting navigation, but they have abruptly fled on the approach of « 
gunboat. ‘To guard against possible contingencies at the time o! 
invasion of Maryland and Pennsylvania, which terminated in the }: 
of Gettysburgh, vessels were stationed at what were deemed a‘ 
able points along the upper waters of the Chesapeake to co-gper.:! 
witn the military authorities. A gunboat was sent up the Susq" 
hannah to Havre de Grace, another up the Gunpowder, a third 
the Backwater, while one was also posted at Annapolis, ane anoth! 
at Wilmington. 








PACIFIC SQUADRON. 

The force in the Pacific remains the same as at the date of my last 
annual report, with the addition of the Saginaw and the Farallones 
storeehip, at Acapulco. 

Acting Rear-Admiral Charles H. Bell continues in command of th« 
equadron, and has attended to our interests in that quarter. Thx 
vigilance of this oflicer and of Captain Thomas O. Selfridge, com 
mandant of the Navy yard at Mare Island, with the active co-opera 
tion of the custom-house and revenue authorities on our western 
coast, has intercepted and suppressed all attempts to fit out rehe! 
piratical cruisers on the Pacitic. 

The schooner J. C. Chapman was detected in the harbor of Sa: 
Francisco in the month of May last, and seized by the sloop-of-war 
Cyane, with men, armament and military supplics on board, evi 
dently intended to prey upon our commerce. Some indications of « 
scheme to fit out a rebel cruiser having been communicated by ou: 
consul at Victoria, Admiral Bell despatched the Saginaw to Was! 
ington Territory to ascertain the facts, and, if necessary, tu tak 
prompt measures in regard tothem. Although it was ascertaine: 
that some proceedings had taken place suflicient to give rise to re- 
ports of a design to fit out a piratical craft under the rebel flag from 

ritish waters, there were no substantial grounds to apprehend that 
such a scheme could be carried into effect, especially in view of the 
friendly disposition and earnest resolve of the colonial authorities ‘« 
diecountenance and prevent such illegal proceedings. The Saginaw, 

herefore, returned to San Francisco from a satisiactory mission to 
the northwest coast. The vessels of this squadron have during the 
year visited the principal ports on the Pacific coast, and by their 
presence strengthened our diplomatic and consular representatives. 
; and imparted a fecling of security to American citizens and Americat 
| interests wherever they have appeared. 
VESSELS IN THE EAST INDIES. 
; _ In the East India and China seas the Jamestown and the Wyoming 
have guarded American interests during the past year, and, with the 
exception of a disturbance which itis to be regretted occurred #t 
Japan, all has remained quiet in that region. In the month of July, 
while the Wyoming was at Yokohama, information was receives 
that the American steamer Pembroke had been fired upon by Japanese 
' vessela. Commander McDougal immediately proceeded to the lo- 
: cality of the outrage, where he was fired upon from six land battcries, 
; and a naval force consisting of a steamer, a bark and a brig. An ac- 
tion of an hour followed, in which it is stated that the steamer of tht 
enemy was blown up, the bark sunk, and the brig made a complete 
wreck in her upper works, while considerable damage was done te 
the land batteries. The Wyoming withdrew after thus vindicating 
the honor of the American flag, Thevies sustained a loss of eleve! 


! killed and wounded. 
THE NAVAL FORCE. 


Ihave mentioned in former reports that the naval force at the 
' commencement of this administration consisted of 76 vessels, and of 
theee only 42 were in commission. The additions which have sinc: 
been made have elevated the country into a first-class naval power 
In the following table «0 exhibit is presented of the actual number 





in them, and the oo- ;, and description of our naval vessels at the date of my last report an 


at the present time. 
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Comparative Exhibit of the Navy, December, 1862 and 1863. 
|No. of )No. of 
vessels; guns. | 
588 
427 








Tonnage 














4,443 | 467,967 


Navy at the date of present report........... 
3 3,268 | 340,036 


Navy at the date of last report............ 












































Increase, exclusive of those lost.........) 161 | 1,175 27,931 
=a ae * * 
Vessels of the Navy lost since December, 1862. 
= No. of ,No. ofjrp, 
t | ri 
In what manner lost. vessels| guns.| onnage 
_— een 
Geblittil-svsccossnosscacapnonsssconsionsene| 1S | | 5,947 
sstroyed to prevent falling into hands of | . 
a non ee ee 
Sunk in battle or by torpedoes..........-06 4); 2 | 2,201 
Sbipwreck, fire, and collision....ssesseceseee| 13 | 61 | 4,854 
AE Oe BS) 
“_ 's placed under construction since December, 1862. 
Description. (No. of | No. of Tonnage 


jvessels) guns. 











Double-end iron steamers..,1,030 tons each.. 
Single turret iron-clads..... 614 tons each..| 
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1 
16 1: 















| terial in their structure, require new dock-yards and work-shops; 


| fighting purposes; one of them, the Vermont, has been fitted and 
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| 

Double turret iron-clads....3,130 tons each. .| 4 | 2,520 | 

Clipper screw sloops.......3,200 tonseach../ 12 | 96 {| 26,400 | 

Screw-sloops, spar-deck....5,200 tons each..| 8 | 160 17,600 

Screw-sloops of great speed .3,200 tons each..| 5 | 40 16,000 | 
Screw-sloops of great speed.3,009 tons cach..} 2 16 6,000 
eecee 58 452 98,010 





Total .o+++-eereeeeee es anaie cue er 





General Exhibit of the Navy when the vessels under construction are 
com pleted, 





No. ot |\No. ot Tonnage 
vessels; guns. 





Iron-clad steamers, coast service......+..0+. 46 | 
Iron-clad steamers, inland service.......+... 29 
Side-wheci steamers..... coos! 203 
Screw StCAMe®rs...ccccccccccsoccccecceccsses 
Sailing VCSSEIS..cccccscccceveccccscecsecesees, 112 





187,892 
70,256 


467.967 
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There have been added to the Navy during the past year, by pur- 
chase, some tuirty tugs, over fifty steamers for blockading and supply 
purposes, and over twenty other vesseis for tenders and storeships. 
At least twenty of the steamers were capturedin endeavoring to vio- 
late the blockade. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN NAVAL VESSELS. 

Upon the assumption that the United States are to occupy a lcad- 
ing position among maritime nations, a primary pbject with the gov- 
ernment must be the maintenance of a naval force adequate for de- 
fence against all foreign aggression. The thorough transformation 
which has taken place in the character of naval warfare, is the result 


of a change not less compicte, in the characterand structure of naval | 


vessels. The sailing ships-of-war, whose construction had been 
brought almost to periection, were superseded first by paddle-wheel 
steamers, and they in turn have given place to vessels propelled by 
submerged screws. Steamers, however, are liable to disaster in battle 
from which sailing vessels are exempt. <A single chance shot may 
totally disable the most powerful steamer ; and this exposure, ren- 
dering vessels of this class unsafe and dangerous, has led to precau- 
tions and safeguards for their protection in the form of iron arma- 
ture, by which a first-class man-of-war is made invulnerable to the 
ordnance formerly used in naval warfare. But this new form of 
defence has developed with it a corresponding improvement in the 
form and force of attack ; and thus the proper naval armament of 
the present day, consisting of ordnance of a calibre, reach and power 
heretofore regarded as impossible, has become as novel and experi- 
mental as the new naval structures and defences which it is intended 
toassail. ‘These successive changes, introducing into naval war ves- 
sels powerful machinery to insure speed, armature for its protection, 
and heavy ordnance for assault, have led to a necessary constant in- 
creaze in the size of our ships, until the attainment of sufficient di- 
mensions for a first-rate man-of-war steamer, properly armored, and 
with suitable armament and room for supplies, requires proportions 
which at first view seem enormous. Yet without such greatly aug- 
mented siz», the essentials of invulnerability, speed, heavy arma- 
ment and space for the necessary supplies for cruizing operations, 
cannot all be secured. 

In theresponsible task of applying to naval vessels and naval arm- 
ament the principles which modern invention and improvement have 
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developed, the departinent has been compelied to pursue a path hith- | 


erto, to a great extent, unexplored. The Monitor class of armored 
ships, with revolving turrets and a few guns of heavy calibre, has 
proved itaelf to be well adapted for harbor defence and coast service, 
und in some emergencies these vessels, from theit great powers of 
endurance, have shown themselves to be efficient and serviceable in 
oensive operations. This form and description of vessel, which 
originated in the inventive genius of Captain John Ericsson, will 
perform not only all that should be expected of them to make our 
harbors secure, bat, when of enlarged capacity, may supersede ships 
of higher pretensions. To maintain our rightful maritime position, 
and for predominance upon the ocean, vessels of greater size than any 
turreted vessel yet compieted may be essential. Not only must 
they carry guns of a heavier calibre than have heretofore been used 
at sea, but in order to make long cruisea, and to cope successfully 
with any force, these veascls must have all possible strength, endu- 
rance and speed. Their structure must, therefore, afford space 
enough for full sailing power, and for the most powerful steam ma- 
chinery, and the large suppties of fuel needful to keep it at work. 
Being, unlike the other great maritime nations, without distant colo- 
nies, where coal dépédts can be established on the shore of almost 








every sea, we must conform to the necessities of our condition, and | 
build ships with capacity enough to take on board fuel suflicient for | 


along cruise. The space for other supplies, for munitions of war, 
and for the accommodation of officers and crews, should always be 
ample, and, in addition to this, each of these vessels must, in order to 
accomplish its work, present in its construction, armor, armament 
and propulsion, all the power that the resources of modern invention 
and mechanical art and science can furnish for attack, resistance and 
pursuit. A vessel of this description must, of course, cost a large 
Price. But then a wise statemanship will not fail to perceive that the 





possession of even a few such unconquerahle ships must, while vastly | to the Government for naval purposes by the city of Philadelphia, or in 


&ugmenting the force and renown of our Navy, afford us, at the same 


| subject of enlarging the present circumscribed Navy Yard at Philadel- 


time, an inestimable guarantee of peace with foreign nations; nor, in | 


counting the cost of such floating structures, can we forget that, 
large as the cost may be, it yet sinks into insignificance in contrast 
with the expenditures an‘! sacrifices of asingle year, or even a month 
of foreign war. 


| and armature which modern improvements render necessary, no pro- 


In order that we may have at our command a navy which shall | 


fulfill these unex: ampled and exacting conditions of elliciency, a com- 
mensurate public establishment for its construction and preparation 
isindispensable. A navy yard on a large acale, and, in many respects, 





* for its operations, where machinery for steamers can be manufac- 


tured, iron vessels constructed, iron armature made and tested, and 
repairs of every description executed, is an absolute necessity. Ia 
view of these facts, I had the honor, on successive occasions, to urge 


of a new plan, amply rnishec al e oper facilities and aida | . - “nee P 
ew plan, amply furnished with all the proper facilities and aids | vantages as are to be found on the Delaware, in the vicinity of Philadel- | 


this matter upon the attestion of the last Congress ; and the omis- | 





sion of that body to take even the preliminary measures towards 
the procurement and formation of such an establishment, is a mis- 
‘ortune which the country is now made to feel. 

‘he nature of the service to which our naval vessels have been 
sibjected by long and continuous blockade, their exposure during all 
Weathers and seasons, the necessity of keeping them under constant 
steam or their fires banked ready for any emergency, have put them 
‘0 severe tests, Of conrse ail vessels must at times be withdrawn 
for repairs and retitm *nt, and steamers subject tosuch hard usage 
must often be seriously damaged. 





mi 
dilit 
cpartment, depending in a great measure on private industry, has 
*n in a constant struggle to dispatch the steamers sent in for re- 
pairs. The limited facilities for manufacturing and repairing steam 
machinery at the public Navy Yards render them totally inadequate 
‘0 meet a moiety of the demands made upon them. Even with the 
of private establishments, no inconsiderable portion of our naval 


ichinery. Such delay has been still fnrther protracted by the ina- | 
y of our public yards and shops to execute the work, and the | 


bh 3 Weeks and sometimes months | 
ave been required for renovation or restoration of their engines and | 





. 
injury of the country. As an instance of the delay attending the 
repair of our ships and the insufficiency of our public works to meet 
our wants, 1t may be mentioned that the steam-frigate Niagara, or- 
dered to Boston for repair and refitment, was detained fourteen 
months for its completion. I again, therefore, most earnestly invoke 
the attention of Congress to the manifest and inauspicious fact that 
our Government bas made no sufficient provision in its public estab- 
lishments for the existing requirements of naval warfare. So long as 
our ships-ol-war were to be built of wood and propelled by sails, our 
facilities for their construction were ample and complete. At former 
periods the government, in view of its then present and prospective 
wants for naval purposes, incurred large expense in establishing 
dock-yards and otherwise providing for the service; but new defences 
and armament, vessels of iron, new motive power, and different ma- 


the introduction of steam, the submerged propeller, the iron vessel, 
the armored ship, call for a different description of artisans, as well 
as different materials and workmanship. Our country is better pre~ 
pared for this change than almost any other maritime nation, for we 
have but few sailing vessels of the large class, and these few to which 
steam cannot be applied may be used toadvantage for other than 


used asa storeship, and the New Hampshire, formerly the Alabama, 
a ship-of-the-line, is being prepared for a similar purpose. They are 
each available and useful for this object, are adapted to it in every 
respect, and can be made capable of defence against attack But for 
cruising and the objects held in view in their construction, these 
magnificent specimens of the old naval architecture and o1 the skill 
of our mechanics, although in their day they elevated the naval dig- 
nity and attested the power of the republic, have now become com- 
paratively useless. 

The strength and durability of wooden vessels are in some re- 
epects inferior to those made of iron, and consequently they are less 
capable of sustaining the heaviest armament, and when they are 
plated with iron the disparity is increased. Consequently large 
ships-of-war, by which maritime supremacy is to be achieved and 
maintained, will, in all probability, be ultimately constructed chiefly 
of iron. The comparative advaniages and disadvantages of iron 
and wood as the material to be used in the construction of vessels 
are obvious and practical. Among the considerations in favor of 
iron-clad vessels with hulls of wood are the rapidity with which 
they can be built, the abundance of material on our whole coast, 
and the facility with which workmen can be procured. Such ves- 
sels, moreover, can be coppered, and thereby retain their speed fora 
longer period. They will be less affected by a solid shot below the 
armature or plating, and the fracture made by the shot can be more 
easily mended. The disadvantages of wooden vessels are want of 
strength, as compared with those of iron structure,and the more 
rapid decay of the material, particularly when covered with iron 
plating; the action of the immersed iron armor on the copper sheath- 
ing near it, causing the copper to become foul and the immersed ar- 
mor plates to waste; the difliculty of keeping the vessels tight under 
the armor plates, and the probably greater damage to which they are 
exposed from shells. On the other hand, the greater strength of iron 
permits the construction of ships of greater size and finer lines ; and 
having greater internal capacity, they can be at any time inspected 
in all their parts, are safe from fire, and are better protected from 
great leaks, as they can have water-tight compartments; their re- 
pairs can generaily be more easily made, and, from their great dura- 
bility. they are probably in the end not more costly. An iron vessel, 
moreover, can be taken from the water and placed on land for pres- | 
ervation, which cannot be done with wooden vessels. The disad- 
vantages of iron vessels are the serious local weakness of the thin 
plates composing the bottom of aniron ship; the danger that would 
result from getting on rocks or submerged obstructions; their liabili- 
ty to rapidly become foul in salt water, whereby their speed becomes 
greatly impaired, thus requiring to be frequently docked for cleaning ; 
the great danger froma shot striking below the armor-plating as 
they roll; the injury caused by the splinters of iron when the plates 
are broken or smashed by shot; the corrosion inside from_bilge- 
water; the difficulty in making temporary repairs of shot holes; 
and the limited number of artisans yet to be procured having skill 
in this description of employment. It should also be borne in mind 
that, while we have several navy yards for building wooden vessels, 
the government possesses not a single yard and establishment for 
constructing those of iron, not even for making plates and shafting. 

While the principal attention of the Department has, in this crisis 
of our affairs, been necesaarily given to present and more pressing 
necessities, it has, nevertheless, kept in view the important end of 
establishing our naval power on a permanent basis. Proposals were 
issued for an iron-clad ship of the largest class, (under the authority 
contained in tne appropriation bills,) but the cost, as shown by the 
propositions received for a ship of the necessary magnitude, was 60 
great that it was deemed advisable to enter into no contract involv- 
ing so large an expenditure, except by the express sanction of Con- 
gress. 
~ In order, however, that justice should, in some degree, be done to 
the naval branch of the public service, and that it might be able to 
sustain its rightful position upon the ocean in the event of a foreign 
war, the parties competing for the large steamers were invited to 
make proposals for one of about half the proposed tonnage. One 
offer made under this invitation, at the most reasonable rate that 
could be obtained, and which it was deemed the interest of the Gov- 
ernment not to exceed, was, with some modifications, accepted. 

There are no parties in this country fully prepared to build iron 
vesseis of the magnitude and description proposed, and the present 
high prices of mater.al and labor unavoidably enhance the cost. The 
Government itself is unprepared to execute any such work, having 
no suitable yard and establishment, and is consequently wholly in 
the hands of private parties, to demand what they think proper, and 
prescribe their own terms. On former and repeated occasions, and 
elsewhere in this report, tne Department has fully expressed its | 
opinion of this policy and the necessity why the Government should 
be prepared to build iron vessels, and the necessasy machinery, of 
the largest class. 

Besides the turreted vessels for coast defence and large armored 
ships for naval conflict, we need and should have steamers of high 
speed constructed of wood, with which to sweep the ocean, and 
chase and hunt down the vessels of an enemy. Fortunately, we are 
able to supply ourselves with vessels of this description, and a com- 
— and healthful competition exists for their construction. A 
arge portion of the establishments adapted to the construction of 
nautical engines have been enlisted by tie Department in the manu- 
facture of steam machinery for vessels building at the navy yards 
and at private establishments. 


NAVY YARD AND ESTABLISHMENT FOR 
MACHINERY, 
In consequence of the omission of Congress to take any action on the 

















TRON VESSELS 


AND 


phia, or to signify its acceptance or rejection of League Island, tendered | 


conformity with my suggestions to initiate means for establishing a suit- 
able yard, workshops, and docks for an iron navy, and the machinery 


gress has been possible during the year on that important subject. The 
or repair of iron vessels, their machinery or armature; nor has it any 
place for preserving them wien Jaid up in ordinary. Some proper and 
suitable accommodations for vessels of this description are necessary, 
where there is fresh water ; and, as stated in my communications to the 
last Congress, it has appeared to me that no place combines so many ad- 





phia. Acommission of naval and scientific gentlemen was appointed 
under the authority of Congress to examine League Island, and also to 
‘©make a survey and examination of the harbors of New London, Con- 
necticut, and its surroundings, with reference to its capacity and fitness 
for anaval depot and navy yard, and whether the public interest will | 
not be promoted by establishing a naval depot and navy yard in or near | 
said harbor of New London instead of. League Island ; and that they also 
make the same investigation in regard to the waters of Narragansett 
Bay.’? The majority of this board recommended the establishment of 
an additional navy yard at New London. On that subject it is necessary 
that the Department should express an opinion. It is a question for 
Congress, which instituted the inquiry, to decide whether an additional 
navy yard on the old plan is wanted at New London ; and should it be 
in the affirmative, it will be the duty of this Department to carry that 
decision, when made, into effect. 

But, aside from and independent of this question of an additional navy 
yard, is that of more extended accommodations and more ample facilities 
on the Delaware than we now have in the narrow and wholly insufficient 
limits of the Navy Yard at Philadelphia. Those limits, as stated by the 
chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, in his able and pract‘cal report, 
can be enlarged to about double the present area by purchase at an ex- 
pense of about $300,000 ; but with that addition the yard would still be 
wholly inadequate to the public necessities, and too small for such an 











is waiting, unemployed, and detained from active service to the | extensive establishment as the wants of the Government require. It | 





243 
Te 


would undoubtedly be the part of wisdom and true economy to procure 
ground with ample water front for such an establishment as the increas- 
ing public wants demand, in the viciuity of Philadelphia, and so soon as 
it can be made available to dispose of the present grounds and apply the 
proceeds towards improving the new location. 

_ The Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Doeks, whose experience and 
judgment entitle his opinions to consideration, suggests, another locabty 
than League Island, at Marcus Hook, a few miles below Philadelphia, on 
the right bank of the Delaware, which, he supposes, may posers be 
procured at a roasonable rate. From the examination which I have 
been enabled to give this subject, am not prepared to say that the ad- 
vantages are, to my mind, such as to counterbalance those attainable at 
League Island, which has been tendered to the Government for its ac- 
ceptance ; nor is there assurance that land near Marcus Hook can be 
procured at any price. Either place, however, might, I apprehend, be 
satisfactory ; and,as I have already stated to Congress, there is no doubt 
that, for the purposes of a navy yard, and establishment for an iron 
navy and its wants, the banks of the Delaware present advantages that 
are not to be found elsewhere in the United States. Prompt and judi- 
cious action by the legislative branch of the Government on this subject 
is, in my judgment, urgently needed; and will, when it shall have been 
had, be carried into eflect by this department with all possible activity. 

NAVAL DEPOT ON THE MISSISSIPPI. 

I deem it proper to again allude to the expediency of establishing at no 
distant day a naval depot, yard, and foundry at some accessibie and 
suitable point on one of the rivers in the valley of the Mississippi. The 
selection of an appropriate location for this purpose, where vessels can 
be constructed and repaired, is a question of national importance. The 
United States have at this time one hundred naval vesseis on the Misis- 
sippi and its tributaries. Iron and coal, as fell as wood, with all the 
niaterials of ships-of-war, are abundant, and may be found contiguous to 
eligible situations, 

Steamers of iron will endure for years in fresh water, and the naval 
vessels which the Government may place on those rivers will be pre- 
served. Should the projected water communication, connecting the 
Northern lakes with the great interior rivers by an enlarged ship canal, 
be carried into effect, the Mississippi squadron could be made available 
for the defence of our Northern frontier, when circumstances required it. 

EDUCATION OF ENGINEERS, &c. 

To attain and maintain our true position asa naval power, the best 
talent in the country must be found among the officers who are to con- 
duct the varied operations of the service, and adequate provision to 
secure such ability and accomplishment should command the attention 
of those who have charge of our naval affairs. Our naval school is pro- 
ducing Oflicers of skill, well educated for their profession ; yet, if our 
ships and steam machinery are not at the highest attainable point of 
perfection, and the engineers are not skillful, the education and accom- 
plishment of our officers will be unavailing to give us the naval superior- 
ity we should obtain. 

By the introduction of steam into naval operations a new corps is en- 
gratted into thenaval service, of men combining science with mechanical 
skill and genius, whose proiessional attai and practical power 
demand the fostering care of the Government. Our naval engineers, 
like those of the army, should be thoroughly educated to their profes- 
sion, for on them the motive power of our vessels and the efficiency of 
our steam machinery must hereafter depend, Steam engineering should 
indeed be one of the important studies of all naval officers, and should 
be taught at the Naval Academy. It would be well to encourage such 
young men as exhibit aptness for mechanical studies to cultivate their 
peculiar talents, whether as naval constructors or engineers, in that ce- 
partment in which they can render the bighest pubiic service. Other 
governments pursue vbis course, and we shall find our advantsge in giv- 
ing similar encouragement to the young men of our country. 

it is a question, indeed, as sails are subordinate to steam, whetber 
every officer of the line ought not to be educated to and capable of per- 











_ forming the duties which devolve upon engineers. The means of acquiring 


practical as well as theoretical knowledge of the subject, should be fur- 
nished by the Government, and it would be well if every midshipman 
were to receive instruction in this now important branch of his profession. 
If the public is not yet prepared to combine what at present are two dis- 
tinct pursuits, and make every naval officer an engineer, as well as a 
sailor, I would recommend the formation of a class at the Naval Acad- 
emy of youths, giving a preference to those who have already evinced 
mechanical skill and aptitude for engineering, who might be educated 
with special reference to their profession as engineers. After two years’ 
study they could be received into the corps by conferring on them the 
appointment of third assistant engineers, and assigning them to duty. 
The naval service and the country have suffered injury that can scarcely 
be es'imated from the want of thorough, capable, and well educated en- 
gineers. Many of our most efficient vessels bave been disabled and 
crippled in the midst of their cruise, and sometimes even at the very 
commencement of their sereice, in yuence of the incapacity of the, 
engineers, whereby the country has been deprived, not on'y of the use 
cf the vessel for weeks and sometimes for months, but the officers and 
crew have been constrained to inactivity, instead of being employed 
against the enemy. Some meesures are necessary to correct and pre- 
vent these disasters, so injurious to the country ; and I know of none so 
thorough and complete as that of publicly educating and training erg'n- 
ecrs to the service. The most important branch at the Naval Academy 
is, very appropriately, seamanship. A general knowledge of the appli- 
cation and use of steam and of practical mechanics should follow as al- 
most equally essential, Line officers of the navy, of whatever rank, 
should, moreover, have the privilege of attending lectures and pursuing 
the study of steam, mechanics, and indeed, every branch that may be 
taught at the Naval Academy, and it is recommended that arrangements 
be made for carrying into effect these suggestions. Having recommend- 
el the enlistment and training of boys for the Navy, I deem it scarcely 
less important tosuggest the pol cy of giving employ ment to our scamen 
in time of peace. Our commercial marine and fisheries have been and 





| are valuable nurseries for sailors, on which the Government must re'y 


in time of war for such additions as may be necessary to its force of 
thoroughbred naval seamen. But, to build up and sustain a navy that 
shall be capable of asserting the rights and honor of the country, the 
Government, in peace as well as in war, must foster that hardy and ad- 
venturous class who, in every conflict, at home and abroad, have always 
gallantly upheld the flag. A formidable navy at the commencemcnt of 
our present difficulties would have caused foreign nations toabstain from 
aiding the rebels, and brought the war toaspeedy conclusion. Why 
might not the Government, in time of peace, employ its own fast steam- 
ers for ocean mai! service, and, perhaps, other important transportation 
—such as carrying specie and packages of small bulk, but high value? 
A slight armament of few guns on national vessels would be sufficient to 
exercise the men and give character and security to the ship. Fronting, 
28 our country does, on the two great oceans, this system would insure 
to us: first, vesse's built and ready, at all times, for fighting purp:ses ; 
second, an organization of able and efficient officers, with well-trained 
and educated scamen, actively employed and always ready for naval 





| service; third, rapid mail communication with different parts of the 


world,—the whole furnisbmg a nucleus for the Navy, where beth its 
officers and better closs of seamen would be constantly improving end 
fi'ting themselves for the highest public usefuiness. No better school 
or training could be instituted for modern naval warfare, when seaman- 
ship isso much in adyance of that which prevaited when only sailing 


rs , . sg , vessels were known to the Navy. Such asystem would, besides bein 
| Government is destitute of a suitable establishment for the construction | : y - y Z J 


a nursery for the Navy, contribute to the expansion of our commerce, 
which it would s!imul:te and encourage, end with which it would not 
come in competition. Under it the naval and merchant service would 
fraternize and be educated together, when the country is at peace, and 


| in t'me of war would combine the power of both for natiozal purposes 


Such employment of our national veeselg would conduce to the interests 
of peace. These suggestions are intended to invite the attention of Con- 
gress to the important subject of establishing some system for the per- 
manent benefit of the Navy afier the present hostilities have ceased. 
VOLUNTEER OFFICERS—PROMOTIONS, &c. 


The important sery ce rendeted by volunteer officers, and the coursge 


| end skili displayed by them, as also their adaptation to the profegsion, 


commends them to the consideration of Congress. While it cannot be 
expected, and wou!d not be desirable, to incorporate permanently into 
the Navy all who hold temporary appointmenis, there are smong them 
gome whose abilities and worth should not be lost to the service. ‘Those 
who heve served long and faithfully, and by their conduct, zeal, end 
ab lity merit it, should be promoted to volunteer lieutenant comman- 
derz, and a limited number of volunteer officers might be brought into 
t: e line. 

It would doubtless conduce to the benefit of the rervice, were officers 
of the line to undergoan examination for promotion to successive gredes 
after leaviug the acidemy until they attain the rank of commender. 
Such a regulation would avoid the necessity of retiring boards, and be 
an incentive to excellence, and a just reward to those who strive to 
acquire professional knowledge after graduating from the academy, and 
entering on their career of active duty. Such a rule is established with 
the engineer corps and medical officers, and is productive of 
results. A like rule should be established with assistant paymasters, 


’ 
who ought not to be promoted until after the ordeal of an examination. 
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Suitable means should be taken to receive, prepare and train boys for 
the naval service. For this purpose one of the old ships of the line, now 
useless for cruising, might be stationed at some suitable place—perhaps 
at the Naval Academy—where boys between the ages of twelve and 
eighteen might be enlisted and educated as seamen. The sons of sailors 
and others in the public naval and military service should be entitled to 
consideration for admittance to this school-ship, and it would be well to 
select from those most proficient, at least five to be transferred to the 
Navai Academy as ~—— The same ship might, if judged expe- 
dient, also answer for such a gunnery practice vessel as has beep fre- 
quently recommended by the Bureau of Ordnance. 


PIRATICAL ROVERS. 


The re ition of the rebels as belligerents by the principal maritime 
powers at the commencement of hostilities, gave strength and character 
to the insurrection, which it could never have had but for that recogni- 
tion. A declaration of neutrality between the belligerents went abroad 
from governments with which we were in amity, carrying with it the 
semblance of fairness, but which in its operations is most unjust towards 
this Government and country. The United States had an extensive 
commerce, which penetrated every sea, while the rebels were without 
commerce or ships. The United States had a navy, and squadrons on 
almost every ocean ; the rebels had nota single armed vessel at home 
or abroad. With a full knowledge of these facts, the principal maritime 
powers of Europe hastened to recognize the rebels as belligerents, and 
to declare that both the belligerents should be treated alike in their 
ports ; that the public armed vessels of neither should remain more than 
twenty-four hours in their harbors, nor receive supplies or assistance, 
except su. h as might be absolutely necessary to carry them home, and 
for three months thereafter they should not again receive supplies in 
any of the ports of those governments. While this proclaimed neutrality 
did not affect a single ship of the rebels—for they had none to be affected 
—it excluded the naval vessels of the United States from the ports of the 
principal maritime powers throughout the world, except under the re- 
strictions enumerated. 

When the Suwmter—a vessel stolen from our merchants—made her 
escape and went abroad armed, but without recognized nationality, to 
seize and destroy our merchantmen upon the high seas, she fouxd, unlike 
the Algeriue corsairs, refuge and protection within the maritime juris- 
diction of the great European powers with whom the United States were 
in friendship ; and finally, after being followed by our cruisers into the 
harbor of Gibraltar, she was permitted by the authorities to remain not 
only twenty-four hours, but more than twelve months, and was event- 
vally transferred to an English purchaser, went to an English port, was 
refitted, and left the English shores with a contraband cargo, and has 
since run the blockade, carrying supplies to the rebels. 

The Alabama, the Florida, the Georgia, are armed cruisers built in 
England, have an English armament on board, and are manned by crews 
who are almost exclusively European. Sailing sometimes under the 
English and sometimes under the rebel fiag, these rovers, without a 
port of their own which they can enter, or to which they can send a sin- 
gie prize for adjudication, have roamed the seas, capturing and destroy- 
ing the commercial ships of a nation at peace with Great Britain and 
France; but yet, when these corsairs have needed repairs or supplies, 
they have experienced no difficulty in procuring them, because it had 
been deemed expedient to recognize the rebels as belligerents. Not one 
of the many vessels captured by these rovers has ever been judicially 
condemned as a legal capture. Wanton destruction has been the object 
and purpose of the captors, who have burnt and destroyed the property 
of their merchant victims. 

This theory of recognizing rebels as belligerents as soon as they lift 
their arms against the Government, and thus declaring them entitled to 
national privileges on the high seas and in the harbors of the world, 
although without a portor navy of their own, is the inauguration of a 
new policy in the history of nations. Fora long succession of years it 

been an important point in the progress of civilization, and par- 
ticularly among the maritime powers, that the police of the seas should 
be guarded and maintained by the subjection of captures to the adjudi- 
cation of tribunals administering the law of nations, which receive trom 
the hands of the captor his prize into the custody of that law, to be dis- 
posed of by its rules ; but the course pursued in fostering and giving en- 
couragement to the rebel robbers, who, without a recognized national 
flag, or a port at their command, or any means of bringing their captures 
to judgment, are committing their predatory acts, is a restoration of that 
Algerine and Tripolitan system which long afflicted the civilized world, 
but which, under the lead of our Government, was exterminated in the 
early part of the present century. 

Thus far these rovers have escaped capturo. While in the West Indies, 
they were protected whenever they were enabled to flee into a ueutral 
port, or get within a marine league of the shore of a neutral government 
—a privilege that was never im any quarter extended to the Mediter- 
ranean corsairs. Unfortunately, most of the colonial authorities, and no 
wcvnsiderable portion of the population of the European ¢ependencies, 
ifiluenced by the professed neutrality which elevated insurgents, and 
sought to degrade the national authority to an equality with them, were 
in sytupathy with the predatory rovers, and while lending them aid and 
often furnishing them with information, interposed obstacles and mani- 
fested unfriendly feelings to the lawful operations of the nayal forces of 
the Union. 

Compelled,as we have been, to withdraw to a great extent our foreign 
squadrons, in order to establish and enfore the blockade, the commerce 
of the United States, spread abroad upon every sea, has been annoyed, 
and often plundered and destroyed, by these unlicen-ed rovers. With 
none of the nobler attributes or gallant and daring qualities which 
characterize naval warriors, and particularly the American sailor, these 
robbers of the sea shun a naval antagonist. Their prowess exhibits 
itself in plundering peareful commerce, and their victims have been un- 
armed merchantmen. Traversing the seas as they do, without a country 
of their own to which they can resort, it has been difficult to trace or 
meet them ; and thus far they have, with the shelter and assistance of 
governments which recognize them as belligerents and equals, managed 
to elude our cruisers. 

Their early operations were in tne West Indies, where we have an ex- 
tended commerce, and where they had coadjutors among those foreign 
adventurers who were engaged in illicit traffic, and sympathizers in a 
large portion of the colonial authorities. To protect our interests in that 

uarter, and especially to guard the treasure-ships in their transit to and 

rom Aspinwall,a flying squadron was established in the autumn of 1862, 
and placed under the command of Acting Rear Admiral Wilkes. That 
officer, by his energy and decision, contributed to break up one of the 
several lines of illicit traders organized to carry supplies to the rebels in 
ships ostensibly bound to Matamoras, but with cargoes having a contin- 
gent destination to Texas. While, however, he displayed efficiency in 
seizing that class of blockade runners, and was successful in breaking 
up oue of the many cunningly contrived arrangements, he failed to cap- 
ture the piratical rovers. 

The Department, anticipating that the Alabama and her associates 
woul find it necessary to abandon the neighborhood of the Antilles, and 
satisfied of the direction they would then take, ordered the Vanderbilt, a 
fast steamer, on independent cruis ng duty, first in the West Indies, and 
then onward to the South. The orders to Commander Baldwin, of the 
Vanderbilt, under date of January 27, 1863, were : ‘* When you are per- 
fectly satisfied that the Alabama has left the Gulf or the West Indies, 
and gone to some other locality, you will proceed along the coast of 
Brazil to Fernando Noronho an4 Rio de Janiero, making inquiries at such 
places as you may think advisable. From Rio continue your course to 
the Cape of Good Hope,” &c., &c. 

In derogation of these special and explicit orders, Acting Rear-Admiral 
Wiikes, on falling in with the Vanderbilt, transferred his flag to that ves- 
sel, and, attaching her to his squadron, detained her in his possession so 
long as to defeat the object and pyrpose of the Department. He did not 
release her until the 13th of Juae, when Commander Baldwin proceeded 
to carry out his instructions ; but he was too late. He arrived at Fer- 
nando Noronho on the 4:h of July, at Pernambuco on the 6th, and at 
Rio de Janiero on the 14th ; thence he proceeded, on the 2d of August to 
St. Helena, instead of going direct to the Cape of Good Hope. The un- 
fortunate detention of the Vanderbilt who!ly defeated the plans of the 
Department for the capture of the Aladama, Florida, an ia. 
They, as the Department anticipated, arrived in those Istitudes and 
visited those ports in May ; but the Vanderbilt, instead of being there to 
receive them, as the Department intended, was improperly retained in 
the West Indies until after that period. 

In addition to the few vessels stationed abroad to guard our national 
interests, others have from time to time been despatched in pursuit of 
the rovers—all of which were built in and have gone abroad from foreign 
ports to prey upon our commerce. The details of all the measures 
which hivs been adopted by the Department in this view it is not neces- 
sary here to disclose. But with the most of our naval vessels engaged in 
enforcing the blockade, and without a clue to guide our independent 
cruisers on the trackless ocean, they have thus far been unable to en- 
counter these semi-piratical vessels, which always seck to evade a naval 
antagonist. Were the probabilities greater than they are, however, of 
encountering them, and were our public naval vessels permitted to enter 
the ports of the maritime powers for fuel and other supplies when in 
, hor the welfare 
for that object. We have, how- 


Pursuit, it would not promote the interests of 
of the country, to relax the blockade me ohiest. 


! 
ever, no excess of seamen,—nor even a sufficient supply for the imme- 
diate and imperative duties that are pressing upon us ; and, although it | 
would be inexpedient to make public all the means that are tuk-n and | 
causes that control the action of the Government, it may not be im- | 
proper to state that one of our largest aud fastest steamers, destined for 
foreign service, has been detained for months 1n consequence of an in- 
adequate supply of seamen to mau her. Other vessels are also short of 
their compiement. 


SEAMEN. 


The operation of the draft has been, in some respects, detrimental to 
the naval service. No exemption of sailors or mariners having been 
provided for in the acts of the last Congress, these men, who may be 
deemed and are experts, fostered and cherished by all governments, 
and of whom no sufficient supply can be obtained, are liable to be with- 
drawn from the element to which they have been educated, and where 
they properly belong, and compelled to serve as soldiers. In this 
respect not only a hardship is inflicted on the men, but the Navy and 
the country are injured. Jt has been the wise policy of the Government 
at all times to encourage and cherish its supply of seamen. By express 
provision of the act of May, 1792, ‘‘all mariners actually employed in 
the sea service of any citizen or merchant wihin the United States’ 
were exempted from militia duty. Bounties have been paid to the fish 
ermen, and by former laws, not ouly men of-wars men, but all marin- 
ers, have been exempt from militia service, it being consivered that 
they performed an equivalent duty, or were liable to be absent when a 
drait took place. Under the recent enactment, petty officers, acting 
engineers, and others indispensable to a ship’s complement and 
efficiency, have, as well as seamen, been subject to the draft while on 
shipboard and in naval service. Some of them on distant stations have 
been enrolled, drafted, avd put to great inconvenience in their efforts to 
obtain relief, not unfrequently subjecting their commander and the sca 
men themselves to embarrassment. It certainly could not have been 
intended by Congress that persons in actual service afloat should be 
withdrawn from the Navy, where they were faithfully discharging in- 
dispensable duties, acd then be compelled, under the penalties of the 
law, to go into the Army. 

In entorcing the draft on any community which bas furnished a large 
number of sailors, proper deductions ought doubtless to be mace from 
the quota required for the Army. Of the thirty-four thousand seamen 
in the naval service a large proportion are from the maritime towus on | 
the sea-board. A committee of the township of Gloucester, in Massa- 
chusetts, in addressing this department on the subject, state that their 
township alone has furnished to the Army over thirteen hundred sol- 
diers, an excess of more than one hundred bey ond the number required ; 
but in addition to these they have given to the Navy about six bundred 
sailors ; yet under the new call for volunteers no allowance is made for 
seamen who have enlisted. Asa co ity they are entitled to relief 
for the men that they have supplied to the Navy, and so with other 
places similar'y situated. Unless these facts are rightly considered ana 
acted upon, the existing law will tend to the prejudice of the Navy, for 
every community will encourage its men to go into the Army at the 
expense of the Navy, because there is no relief «r credit or mitigation of 
the draft in consequence of enlistments in thenavalservice. In another 
respect the laws are in their eflects made to operate to the prejudi:e of 
the Navy. The high bounties for enlistments into the Army induce 
many sailors to enlist as soldiers, although their services would be vastly 
more useful to the country on the element to which they have been 
tramed and accustomed. The result is, that there are many seamen 
in the army, serving as soldiers, who have been drafted or drawn thither 
by bounties or other causes, who desire to be transferred to the Navy, 
and have frequently made application to that effect, but it is_.understuod 
that the law does not authorize such transfer. As it is difficult to pro- 
cure educated, trained and able seamen in such numbers as are wanted, 
and skillful and experienced sailors are worth more to the country in the 
Navy than they cap be in the Army, it would be productive of great 
benefit if the law authorized such transfer to be made. No well directed 
efforts should be spared to ivcrease our naval strength, for it is mainly 
on the ocean tha! our rightful position as a mation is to be secured and 
maintained. The sailor is always and everywhere true to his flag. 
When, in the early days of the rebellion, the recreant officers in num- 
bers deserted the Government to which they owed and had sworn alle- 
giance, they could not shake the loyalty and fidelity of thecrews. These 
remained faithful to the flag under whose folds they had carried into 
every sea and to every clime the honor and power of the republic. It 
has been the policy of every commercial country to extend encourage- 
ment and give strength to the Navy which protects its commerce. Such 
should be our clear and unquestionable policy. Under the extraordinary 
expansion of our Navy and the pressi: g demand for seamen, it is a pub- 
lic duty not only to permit those seamen who are in the Army to be 
transferred, but to encourage such transfers, and at the same time, in 
so far as may be possible, to make tke inducements to enter the naval 
service at all times fully equal tothose offered to soldiers on their enlist- 
ment. No nation, and least of ali the United States, can wisely strengthen 
its army by weakening its naval power. 

Unfortunately for the country, the disunion element which for some 
years gave direction to public affiirs so shaped the measures of Govern 
ment as to keep down and cripple our Navy. Aware that it was a 
branch of the service which eould have no sympatby in a denationaliz- 
ing or disunion scheme, or be made subject to rebel control—knowing, 
moreover, that there were no sailors in the disaffected region, these men, 
in anticipation of their insurreetionary movements and in their whole 
policy and action, were hostile to the Navy. Bul the changed condition 
of affairs, the loyalty of our sailors, the great service which the Navy 
has everywhere rendered in the cause of the Union, and its importance 
for our peace and security abroad and at home, demand it should have 
all due encouragement. 

The number of seamen in service on the Ist of July last, including the 
Mississippi squadron, was about 34,000. The number of enlistments 
from January Ist to October Ist, was 19,000, mostly landsmen. From 
causes, to some of which allusion has already been made, the difficulty 
of procuring a sufficient number of seamen for the increase of the service 
has been great, and at times vessels have been ietained and unable to 
proceed to sea for the want of crews. .The lack of sufficient seamen 
arises from no diminution in the monthly number of enlistmerts, but 
from the increased wants of the service. During the year 1862 the 
average number of enlistments was 1,529 per month. During the 
present year the average has been over 2,000 per month. Unfortun- 
ately, the policy which it has been deemed necessary to pursue is such 
as in its effect to weaken the Navy by offering extraordinary bounties to 
soldiers, by subjecting mariners to the Army draft, without permitting 
them to enter the Navy if they desired to do so, and by omitting to make 
any provis.on to relieve from its operation those communities which 
furnish the seamen to man to our ships, The large bounties offered by 
the General and State Governments, and often by the local municipal 
authorities, as inducements to enter the land service, have bad the effect 
of enticing into that service many professional seamen, who, but for 
those extraordinary inducements, would have enlisted in the Navy. 
Towns on the sea-coast, where the population is toa great extent of a 
maritime character, as I Lave specitied in a single instance, have been 
obliged to furnish their quota for Army service, thus largely diminish- 
ing the number from whom naval enlistments would naturally be ex- 











ted. 

The proclamation of September last must, from these causes and the 
operation of our laws, still further draw upon the limited number whose 
proper field is upon the ocean, and who should by every dictate of policy 
be encouraged by the Government to enter the Navy, instead of beirg 
enticed from it by pecuniary bounties or forcibly withdrawn by draft. 
Besides the exhausting governmental influence adverted to, we are com- 
pelled to meet the high prices and active competition of commercial en- 
terprise. 

The present and prospective difficulty of procuring seamen in numbers 
suflicient to man our ships is such as to call for the action of Congress. 
Our legislation should not be in its effects detrimental to that branch of 
tbe public service which it is the policy of every wise government to 
promcte. Were as large a bounty to be paid to those who en'ist in the 
Navy as to those who enter the Army—were the quota of towns and 
communities under apy call for the increase of the National forces to be 
credited with the men furnished to the Navy, and were seamen who 
may be drafted permitted the choice of entering either the land or 
naval service, the Navy would be relieved of serious embarrassment. 
There is no draft, and there can be none, tore-enforce the Navy as there 
may be to supply the Army. While every able and sound man of 
proper age can be made a soldier and put into immediate service, there 
are comparatively few of our population who can be employed as sailors. 
The latter may be considered experts, and instead of bounties, allure- 
ments, or drafts to withdraw seamen from the element to which they 
belong, the reverse should be the fact. Our mariners have given 
marked and distinctive superiority to the cause of the Union in this con- 
test. The rebels have some naval officers of reputation and ability, but 
not sailors. Yet that branch of the service which in this and in every 
war must give character and nationality to the country, has been, is, 
and will be subjected to embarrassments and deprived of a portion of 
its legitimate effective force by the of existing laws. The 
whole subject being of great importance in every respect, is com- 
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mended to the early and considerate action of Congress. 





NAVAL ACADEMY. 


The Naval Academy, which at the commencement of the insurrection 
was removed from Annspolis, is still continued at Newport, Congress 
having taken no measures relative to its permanent location. The total 
number of midshipmen on the 12th of November was four hundred and 
sixty-three. Of these, two hundred and eight, standing highest in aca. 
demic rank, are quartered on shore in buil#ings rented for the purpose. 
The residue are on board the school-ships Santee and Constitution, the. 
junior class being on the Jatter ship. 

The Maccedonian, which has her full battery on board, is moored near 
the school ships. All the midshipmen are stationed at quarters on 
board her, and exercise at stated times at divisions and general quarters 
in the most thorough and careful manner, , 

In consequence of the reduction of the number of the officers at the 
period when the Navy was expanding, it became important that tbe fu!) 
complement of midsbipmen should be appointed, and permits were 
therefore issued one year ago to supply deficiencies caused by the re 
A similar course has been adopted the present year, in order 
that the Government shali not be deprived of its legal quota of properly 
educated naval officers, by reason of the insurrection. 

For a period the pressure for trained officers was 80 great that volun. 
teer appointments were conferred on those who left the academy and 
the regular service, but the example and influence were thought to be 
unfavorable, and the practice was therefore discontinued. No appoint 
ments of this description have knowingly been made during the current 

ear. 

The annual board of visitors for the Naval Academy for 1£63 convened 
at Newport, Rhode Island, on the 18th of May, and were engaged until 
the Ist of June in witnessing the examination of the severa! classes of 
midshipmen and in inspecting the police and management 01 the institu 
tion. In consideration of the importance of the academy to the public 
rervice, and the interest naturally fe t in its management, it was thought 
proper to associate some gentlemen in civil hfe trom different parts of 
the country with the naval officers upon the board of visitors, and the 
board was accordingly composed of Kear-Admiral L. M. Goldsborough, 
Hons. Edward Everett and Charles Eames, Sidney Brooks, Fsq., Com- 
modore H. K. Hoff, C. H. Cathcart and Jacob Butier, Esqrs.. and Com. 
medore R. B. Hitchcock. In their full and carefully corsidered report, 
the members of the board unanimously expressed a high and even un 
anticipated degree of satisfacticn with the accommodations of the stu- 
dents, both ou shipboard and on shore, with the organization of the 
cominigsariat and supply departments, with the sanitary rgulations cf 
the establishment, and its discipline and government, and with the vari 
ous professional exercises of the midsbipmen afloat and ashore. From 
what they taw of the field exercises, they were convinced that 
ample instruction is given and adequate proficit ncy acquired at the inst. 
tution to enable the young officers to tra n and command crews of sea. 
men for efficient co-operation with a military force of infantry or arti}- 
lery on land, and in the practical departments of professional education 
the instruction given to the students, and the skil! exhibited by them, 
merited their highest commendation. 

‘they regard the whole system of superintendence, police and disci- 
pline under the present managemen: of the institution as one of its most 
admirable features, and evidence was presented by them show ng the 
abundant willingness of the authorities of the city of Newport to co 
operate wiih the government of the academy in the endeavor to remove 
the temptations which are apt to beset the footsteps of youth. In their 
personal interceurse with the students, the board say that they were 
much impressed by their habitually gentlemanlike manners and well- 
bred style of demeanor. 

In the removal of the academy temporarily to the quarters at New- 
port, it is the opinion of the board there has been no perceptib'e dimi 
nution of its efficiency or the good order of its discipline. The quarter- 
ing of the students on shipboard during at least the first year of their 
attendance is approved of, and is said to possess unquestionable advan 
tages in the management of the institution. In the generai plan and 
organization of the academy, the board think it will compare favorably 
with the best naval schools in the world. 

Several recommendations are made by the board, and among them 
provision for thorough instruction, both theoretical and practical, ia 
steam engineering. Upon an invitation from the municipal authorities 
of Newport, they visited Coaster’s Harbor Island, which has been offered 
by that city to the Government as a permanent site for the Naya! 
Academy. Without expressing an opinion as to the expediency of per 
manently removing the academy from ‘Annapolis, the board deemed it 
proper to say, that in the event of such removal, they considered the 
island in question admirab!y adapted for the purpose indicated. 

Upon the occasion of the delivering of diplomas to the graduating 
class, the Honorable Edward Everett, at the request of the superinten¢- 
ent and officers of the academy, and at the instance of his associates, 
addressed a public valedictory discourse to the assembled classes, which, 
in its comprehensive and etatesmanlike appreciation of the position and 
influence of the institution, its patriotic spirit and charac’ eristic elo 
quence, cannot but bave a salutary influence, and at the request of the 
board it has been published. 

ORDNANCE. 


The present condition of our naval ordance, as presented in the report 
of the chief ad interim of that bureau, will be read with interest. It ex- 
hibits a gratifying advance in that department of the service since the 
commencement of the rebellion, and furnishes evidence that in general 
efficiency we are in a condition to maintain a standing at least equal to 
that of any other power. Aided by private enterprise, the necessities of 
the country, which were great, have been surmounted, and, dispensing 
with the old artillery to which we fora time were compeiled to resort, 
our naval vessels have now an armament worthy of the service. 

The suggestions embraced in the report of the Chief of Ordnance are 
commended to the consideration of Congress, ana those which relate tv 
the magazines anda gunnery shipare entitled to special regard. 


PRIZES. 


The number of vessels captured by the squadrons and reported to the 
department to the Ist of November, is 1,045, classified as follows — 
Schooners, 547; steamers, 179; sloops, 131; brigs, 30; barques, 26; 
ships, 15 ; yachts and small boats, 117. This is exclusive of a large 
number destroyed on the Mississippi and other rivers and on the coast 
A tablegiving their names, dates of capture,and other particulars, ® 
appended to this report. 

At the close of the war of 1812 there were 301 vessels, inc luding arm- 
ed gunboats and tenders, in the navy, and the entire uumber of captures 
of armed and unarmed vessels made by them was 291. Five bundred 
and seventeen commissioned privateers were afloat during the war, abd 
their captures numbered 1,428—making the total number of captures 
by public and private vessels 1,719. 

The value of prizes sent to the courts for adjudication since the block- 
ade was established is not less than thirteen million dollars. The value 
of those already condemned, and of which notice has been received at 
the department, is $5,538,683 40 ; the expenses have been $607,407 &, 
leaving for distribution $5,897 970 36, as appears by the following table 
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New York...........00. 89 | 2,218,263.29|281,162.07) 1,937,795 2 
Philadelphia 57 |*1,859,484.76|149,806.0€| 1,670,5:2.91 
"| SaaS 71 | 1,432,952.30} 183,291.55} 1,304,053.51 
Washington.............| 44 72,091.62 | 11,966.1: 909.18 
PE sccceccnsapacs onc ae 91,619.25| 5,693.4(| 86,625.88 
a | —_— 

Renee 285 | 6,538,683.40|607,407.64| 6,897,970.36 





* The sum of $39,115.73 allowed to claimants by decree of court 


One-half of the net proceeds arising from the sale of prizes is by hw 
set apart as a fund for the payment of naval pensions. The pension-roli 
on the 6th of November last amounted to $159,812 55, and the estimated 
increase during the remaining eight months of the fiscal year is $32,578 
The moiety of prize money dedicated as a pension fund, and now accu: 
mulating, should be made a permanent investment in registered GOV" 
ernment securities. Were such the case, it is believed that the annual 
interest would be sufficient to meet all liabilities for naval pensicns. At 
least two million five hundred thousand dollars can now be inven 
without interfering with the prompt payment of pensions. I recommen 
that the fund now on hand be made permanent, and that hereafter, 
whenever the amount shall reach one hundred thousand dollars, at least 
one-half shall be invested in registered Government securities 
six per cent. interest. 

BOUNTIES FOR DESIRUCTION OF ENEMIES’ VESSELS. 


The 4th section of the ‘‘Act for the better government of the Navy, 
approved July 17, 1862, provides “that a bounty shall be paid by * ‘ 
United States for each person on board any ship or vessel-of- war belong 
ing to an enemy at the commencement of an engagement, which “x 
be sunk or otherwise destroyed in such engagement by any ship oF Vir” 
sel belonging to the United States, or which it may be necessary t? 1 
stroy in consequence of injuries sustained inaction, of one hundred 
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lars, if the enemy’s vessel was of inferior force: and of two hundred 
dollars, if of equal or superior force ; to be divided among the officers 
and crew im the same manner as prize money.’’ 

Since the enactment of this law there have been repeated cases in 
which the right to the bounty has accrued to the officers and crews of 
vegsels of the Navy, particularly on the Western waters ; but there be- 
ing no appropriations to which the expenditure could properly be charged, 
the ciaims to the bounty have remained unsettled, and the just expecta- 
tions of those entitled to the reward have been disappointed. The amount 
necessary to pay the claims which have accrued would probably not ex- 
ceed $250,000 ; and it is desirable that an early provision be made for 
the payment of this just debt. In the event of an appropriation for the 
purpose, & board will be appointed by the department for the examina. 
tion of the claims, or they may be ascertained in any other manner 
which Congress may be pleased to direct. 

PRIZE LAW. 


The interest of the naval service in the distribution ef prize money, 
sad the duties imposed by law upon this department in that connection, 
have necessarily drawn its attention to the present state of our legisla- 
tion upon the whole subject. Itis not doubtful, in my judgment, that 
some modification of existing laws, and some additional legislation in re- 

tion to prize proceedings and the distribution of the proceeds of pr zes, 
are necessary. Tae several statutes now in force upon the subject ap- 
pear to have been, in somo of their provisions, hastily drawn, and they 
certainly fail to embody and carry into effect, with due promptness and 
convenience, a consistent and well-defined public policy. It is my pur- 
pose, at an early day, to communicate to Congress, through its appro- 
priaio committee, the views which I entertain as to the defects of our 
present laws in relation to prizes, and to suggest such remedy in legisla- 
tion as the interests of the public servic: seem to require. 

FLEET ENGINEERS AND PAYMASTERS. 

The large increase of our naval force, and the organization and size of 
squadrons, have made it necessary to detail certam officers to duty for 
which no legal provision has been made. By the act of 1828, the ap 
polntment of a surgeon of a fleet was authorized. At that time there 
was not a steam vessel in the Navy, whereas, we have now few others. 
Under this change the necessity of a flect engineer is, to say the least, 
quite as urgent as that of fleet surgeon. A fleet paymaster is ulso requir- 
ed for each of the tquadrons, and will contribute to true economy, and 
the correct management of the financial and property accounts of the 
squadrons. As the express legal authorization of these officers, who are 
now detailed by regulation of the department, will cause no increase of 
salary, I would invite the required legislation to sanction the appoint- 
ment of a fleet engineer and flect paymaster for tue respective squad- 
rons. 

The appointments of acting assistant paymasters provide for an exist- 
ing necessity, but it will be advisable to increase the corps of regular 
paymasters above the present limited number, either now or on the gen- 
eral re organization which must take place at the close of hostilities. 

MARINE CORPS. 

Difficuity has been experienced in keeping upa full complement of 
marines in consequence of the high bounties paid for army recruits. 
Many whuse time has expired, though preferring to remain with their 
old corps, have been induced by extraordinary bounties to enter the ar- 
my. It has not been the policy of this department to resort to the sys- 
tem of bounties for either the marine or naval service, but circumstan- 
ces may render it neces-ary. 

The Colonel Commandment recommends that the corps, which, when 
fall, consists of three thous:nd men, should be mcreased to three thou- 
sand five hundred. This increase would not be an undue proportion to 
the naval increase ; but a large portion of the vessels now in commission 
are of a description that do not requirea marine guard. [f, therefore, 
the corps were full, the present number would probably be sufficient for 
present requirements. On a few important occasions a battalion has 
been detailed for army duty ; but the want of equipments and other 
cauzes render their employment in a service to which they sre not drill 
ed, and to which they do not belong. a question of doubtful expediency. 
It ig a question, indeed, whe her it would not be better in every respect 
to attach the corps permanently to the Navy or the Army, and make it 
exclusive y subject to the control of one or the other branches of service, 
iastead of occupying an equivocal position as regards both. 

The discipline of the corpgis excellent, and among its officers are some 
who would do credit to any service. It is earnestly recommended by 
the Colonel Commandant that justice to the corps requires that its Chief 
should hold corresponding rank with other officers who have like com- 
mand. I have heretofore respectfully submitted this subject to the con- 
skieration of Congress. 











COAST SURVEY. 

It is due to the officers connected with the coast survey that the as- 
sistance which they have given to our squadrons should be acknowledg- 
ed. The value of the information which they have furnished our block- 
ading forces throughout the war cannot be over-estimated. Not only on 
the coast, but on the great interior rivers, they have aided the service, 
and promoted its efficiency and itsintelligentaction. Rear-Admiral Por 


ter expresses his great obligation toa small coast survey party that ac- | 


companied the Mississippi squadron, for the maps and sketches which 
were used by him, and consulted by the Army officers in guiding their 
operations. They were constantly employed in delineating the face of 
the country, gaining topographical and bydrograpbical knowledge, com- 
piling maps, and sketching, when the maps were found to be erroneous. 
The squadron would haye been sometimes embarrassed without them. 


War cannot be successfully carried on without good maps, ar.d the Gen- | 


eral or Admiral who has the best charts will haye an advantage, which 
will go far to insure success. 
LIGHTS AND SIGNALS AT SEA. 

With the view of preventing collisions at sea, some alterations and 
improvements have been made in the description of lights and signals to 
be used, and also inthe rules an: regulations to be observed by sea-go- 
ing vessels when approaching each other. Heretofore there has not been 
uniform ty in these respects, and disasters have been the consequence. 
In order that the law and practice be universal among maritime nations, 
the governments of Great Britain and France prepared a set of rules and 
regulations, which have been submitted tothe various maritime powers, 
and to which the attention of this Government was invited the early part 
of the present year. These rules, being very nearly those which had 
governed the usage of sea-service, instructions were issued to our naval 
officers to conform to them. Bui these instructions are mere depart- 
mental regulations, and do not extend to ve Isin the merchant service. 
Ia order to carry them into effect, and give them the force of interna- 
tional maritime law, some legislat ve sanction seems to be necessary. It 
also desirabie these ules should apply to vessels in the merchant ser- 














ea 
vice, and all vessels on our rivers and inland waters should be required 
to conform to them. 

DEFENCE OF PORTSMOUTH NAVY YARD. 

The exposed condition of the navy yard and public property at Ports- 
moth, New Hampshire, requiring protection, and there having been no 
garrison for the defeuce of that place, additional measures to insure its 
tafety became necessary. Eleven 8-inch guns were accordingly mounted 
an the old breastworks on Seavey’s Island, in front of ths navy yard, 
and five guns of the same calibre in the yard itself; and as there were 
nO marines or soldiers to man them, one hundred contrabands were en- 
listed at Fortress Monroe, and sent north for that purpose. They are in 
charxe of naval officers, and are being drilled in the use of heavy ord- 
nance, 





THE BAINBRIDGE. 





action as Congress may deem prover, I take this occasion of bring- 
9 your notice, and thatof the country, the loss of the United States 





Bainbridge. This brig, wnder command of Acting-Master T. J. 
Dwyer, sailed from New York on the 14th of August, for Port Royal, 
South Carolina, and from the statement of oue of her crew, who was | 






picked up at sea,and claimed to be the only survivor,the unfortun: 
sel capsized in a gale off Cape Hatteras, on the 2Ist of August. No 








farther tidings of the brig, or those who were on board of her having 
been received, and in view of the time that has elapsed, there seems to 
be no doubt of her loss with all on board, except the seaman referred 
to. It rests with Congress to fix a day upon which the vessel shall be 
regarded as having been lost, in order that the accounts of those who | 
perished may be properly adjusted, and to make proper prov.si-n for 


the familes of those who shared the fate of the Bainbridge. 
CONTRACTS 

_ The system of making annual contracts under existing laws, by adver- 
tisement and award to the lowest bidder, is attended with many difficul- 
ties and embarrassments, and often with loss to the Government. To a 
great extent the fair and honest dealer is excluded, or deterred from 
Competition, by the devices of the less scrupulous, who resort to con- 
‘rivances to evade the law, and secure to themselves the contracts. It 
's the object of the Government to obtain good articles, at a fair price, 
and the laws were intended to secure this result ; but by combinations, 
Hctitions bids, propozais from irresponsible persons, and various 
artful schemes, the object cf the laws is defeated, aud the means which 
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were intended by Congress to guard the rights of the fair dealer and the 
public interest are perverted, to the injury of both. 

When proposals are made to furnish the Government with supplics at 
prices below the market value, as is done in many cases, the transaction 
indicates fraud. Contractors do not intend to make losing contracts with 
the Government, and fair and responsi le dealers do not make such pro- 
posals. Such men are driven from competition by these improper prac- 
tices. The law, however, permits no alternative but the acceptance of 
the lowest offer, regardless of the character of the individual who makes 
it, or the devices he practices. 

Were the subject of purchases confided to the respective bureaus, un- 
der sanction of the department, the Government would, I am confident, 
be better and generally more economically served. A degree of discre- 
tion can be intrusted to those officers, who are men of integrity and re- 
sponsible to the Government, to discharge this duty with fidelity. 

ADVANCE IN WAGES. 

The enhanced prices in every department of business, and even in the 
; hecezsar es of life, operate with peculiar hardship on mavy who are in 
| the Goverament service. In some instances, where there isa fixed legal 

compensation, the circumstances of the times have s0 changed values 
that the remuneration received is scarcely sufficient for the subsistence 
of those whe are in the employ of the Government. The subject is one 
that peculiarly addresses itself to Congress, and it may be worthy of 
consideration whether an advance of twenty-five per cent. upon their 
present compensation ought not in these cases to be made, to continue 
until one year after the close of the war. In the navy yards, and public 
| establishments generally, as large or larger advance has been made to 

the mechanics and other employes. 
EXPENSES AND ESTIMATES. 


The appropriations made for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1863, 
were $71,587,052 09 








Expenses of the Department during same time.................. 63,211,105 27 
Leaving an unexpended balance of...............-ssseseeseees $8,375,946 82 


This amount will, however, be absorbed in the completion and armament 
of vessels under contract and the payment of other liabilities incurred prior to 
the close of the fiscal year. 

The expenditures have embraced, besides the ordinary disbursements for 
the Naval establishment, the construction in whole or in part, and the repair, 
of seventy one iron-clad vessels on the Atlantic and Western waters, the pur- 
chasing, repairs and alteration of three hundred and sixty vessels, as well as 
the charter money for the ordinary service, and for the search after piratical 
vesseis on the coast. 

P : he estimates submitted for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865, are as 
ollows : 














UN MN 5515 $58 cn inne dud chahnnnideredeesednsanscexcan $19,423,241 00 
Construction and repair of steam machinery............... -« 39,362,000 Ou 
Construction and repair of vessels................eeee0e05 32,575,000 00 
Construction of armor-plated sea steamers. . 19.600,000 00 
Ordnance and magazines................. 8,603,946 U0 
| Fuel, hemp, and equipment of vessels. . 7,540,000 UO 
Provisions and clothing......... 6,915,605 Ou 
Contingent and miscellaneous 3,869,850 00 
Navy Yards and superintende 2,558,448 00 
BD GUNN ae cccniistgnedsecen 1,445,321 85 
Surgeons’ necessaries and hospital: nate 358,500 UO 
Tables of navigation, nautical instruments, and Naval Academy 366,873 55 





$142,618,785 40 
These estimates are large, but they are made upon a war basis, and 


| the present extraord.nary cost of material and Jabor renders a corre?— 


ponding increase of estimates uecessary. On the as:umption that the 
war will continue—and no other rule i: a safe one—large additions are 
to be made to our naval force, and the hard service to which all our 
squaarons are eubjected makes the repair and refitment expens.ve. 

A considerable portion of this expenditure will be an investment fer 
value received, and the vessels and property w:ll remain on hand when 
the rebellion shall be suppressed. The efficient naval vessels will contin- 
ue to constitute the armed naval power that wil! be used to vindicate and 
defend our national rights ,or may be considered an economical investment 
toiusure peace. Such vessels as may not be adapted to naval ocean ser- 
vice can be sold to the merchaot marine, from which many of them 
were procured. Whatever sums may be expended for docks, yards, 
buildings, machinery, &c., will be permanentinvestments for the country. 

CONCLUSION. 

In concluding this report, it is with sincere gratification that I acknow- 
ledge the able and efficient aid I have received in the performance of my 
official duties, from the gentlemen who, in their several grades, have 
been associated with mein this Department. Ihave, on f-rmer occa- 
sions, expressed my high appreciation of the services of the <Assistant- 
Secretary and of the severat Chiefs of Bureaus, whose interesting reports 
are appenved. Additional experience only confirms this favorable opin- 
ion. I commend, also, the faithful and sausfactory manner in which the 
largely-augmented clerical labors of the department have been p:r- 
f.rmed. It bas fallen to me to conduct the affiirs of this Nepartment 
during a period of trial and sacrifice, in the course of which our country, 
by an effort which challenges the admiration of the world, has not only 
created a naval power, but has successfully applied that power in the 
most arduous naval enterprise ever undertaken. When under such 
circumstances, devoting all my energies to the duties of my position, 
and meeting all its grave responsibilities to the best of my ability, Ihave 
been constantly cheered and sustained by the assured conviction that 
the Navy of the United States has achieved a great and new h storical 
renown ; that it has expanded and is expanding in a measure commen- 
surate wits the exigencies of the country and of the times; that it bas 
done and is ding heroic service in a great and sacred cause, and that its 
force is wielded by a body of officers and men who have established the 
highest claim to the gratitude of their country. 





GIDEON WEI! LES, 
To the PriesipEnt. Secretary of the Navy. 





| Captarxs John W. Holbrook, 98th Penn. Vols., and Francis Fix, 
194th Penn. Vols.; Assistant Surgeon Jacob Lamley, 68th N. 
Vols.,and Lieutenants Wm. H. White, 29th Penn. Vols., and John 

Wilson, 81st Penn. Vols., have been honorably discharged the ser- 





Following the practice in similar cases heretofore, and with a view to | 


vice, 
| CAPTAIN M. Ritchie, Ist Mass. Cavalry, A. A. D.C., is ordered to 
| relieve Lieut. D. L. Montgomery, 17th U. 8. Infantry, as Chief Ord- 

nance oflicer, Department of Washington. Capt. A. Shimmel, A. 
| Q. M., is also relieved from duty in that Department, and ordered to 
| report to the Adjutant-General. 

Masor-General Peck has issued a General Order, expressing to 
Colonel Josiah Pickett, 25th Mass. Vols., relieved by Colonel J. M. 
McChesney, Ist Regiment North Carolina Volunteers, in the com- 
mand of the Sub-District of the Pamlico, his acknowledgments for 
the vigilance, energy, and judgment with which the affairs of his 
command have been administered. 


Provost-Marshals are ordered, hereafter, to make a weekly report, 
upon blank forms to be furnished from the bureau, of all officers, sol- 
diers, and citizens employed by them; and to forward the same to 
the office of the Provost-Marshal-General, through the Acting Assis- 
tant Provost-Marshal-General of their State or Division. 

Tue following is the Staff of Major-General B. F. Butler, as com- 
leted: Col. J. Wilson Shaffer, A. D. C., Chief of Staff; Col. H. C 
wee, 27th Mass. Vols., Provost-Marshal-General ; Lieut.-Col. Her- 
man Biggs, Chief Quartermaster; Lieut.-Col. J. McL. Taylor, Chief 
| Commissary ; Licut. Col. Geo. A. Kensel, Assistant Inspector- 
| General; Lieut.-Col. R. V. W. Howard, Inspector of Artillery ; 
Major R. 8. Davis, Assistant Adjutant-General; Surgeon Charles 
| McCormick, Medical Director; Lieut.-Col. J. B. Kinsman, Aide-de- 
| Camp; Major J. M. Bell, Aide-de-Camp ; Major Peter Haggerty, 
Aide-de Camp; Major J. L. Stackpole, Judge-Advocate; Captain 
Wm. Cogswell, Commissary of Musters; Captain F. U. Farquhar, 
Chief Engineer; Captain A. F. Puffer, Aide-de-Camp; Captain H. 
C. Clarke, Aide-de-Camp: Lieut. Jasper Myers, Chief of Ordnance; 
Lieut. Frederick Martin, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp. 


Tue Acting Surgeon-General calls the attention of medical officers 
in charge of U. S. A. General Hospitals to the importance of prepar- 
ing illustrations of the results of surgical operations. These can in 
many instances be conveniently obtained by means of plaster casts, 
which are readily made without subjecting patients to the slightest 
inconvenience. The casts most desired are those of stumps of am- 
putations of every variety, and models of limbs upon which exci- 
| sions may have been performed. In selecting proper subjects for 
| representation, it would be well to choose not only cases in which 
| the results have been favorable, but also those in which they may 
| have been unfavorable. In acollection like the National Museum, 
| truthful representations of both good and bad results are alike in- 
| structive and valuable for future reference and study. These casts, 
| when made, should be forwarded to the Army Medical Museum by 
| Express. The expressage will be paid in Washington. All prepara- 
tions should be accompanied by proper histories, with name, rank, 
and station of the contributor, who will be duly credited in the 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRETARY OF WAR. | 


War DEPARTMENT, i 
Wasuinoron City, Dec. 5, 1863. 


Mr. Pagsjpent: A general summary of the military operations 
of the past year is furnished by the report of the General-in-Chief, 
herewith submitted. A list of the detailed official reports that have 
been returned to this department by the Generals commanding also 
accompanies this report. The influence of these operations in sup- 
pressing the rebellion and restoring the authority of the General 
Government cannot be overestimated. The victories of Stono River 
and of Gettysburgh, the operations before Vicksbufgh and Port Hud- 
son, the occupation of East Tennessee, the battle of Chickamauga, and 
the recent splendid successes before Chattanooga and other engage- 
ments of less note, are events that evince skill, courage and loyal 
patriotism, and a brilliancy of military achievement by the forces of 
the United States unsurpassed in any age, while the less fortunate 
battles of Fredericksburgh and Chancellorsville manifested the spirit 
and fortitude of our troops in a degree worthy of the highest admira- 
tion. By the reduction of Vicksburgh and Port Hudson the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi River has been opened and the national com- 
merce is rapidly and securely returning to that great highway of the 
continent. The rebel territory has been cut in twain. The States 
west of the Mississippi no longer furnish their ample supplies to the 
rebels, while the people of these States are showing such signs of re- 
turning loyalty that a speedy restoration of civil government may 
confidently be anticipated. In this view the reduction of the strong- 
holds, the capture of prisoners by thousands, and the acquisition of 
immense stores of munitions of war, are not more important than 
the political consequences of these great military achievements. The 
occupation of East Tennessee by the forces under Gen. Burnside, 
and the operations resulting in the occupation of Chattanooga and 
defeat of Bragg’s army by the forces under Gen. Grant, not only shed 











lustre upon our arms, but, by affording protection to a loyal popula. 
tion, they cannot fail greatly to weaken the rebel strength and oper 

ate strongly in restoring the authority of jthe Federal Government. 
Combined operations against Charleston have not accomplished aly 
that was expected from them. But the seizure and occupation of 
Morris Island by the forces under command of Gen. Gillmore; the 
reduction of Forts Wagner and Sumter, are exploits in which the 
skill and gallantry of the officers and the valor of our troops have 
been exhibited in a degree of which the country is justly proud. 

In the State of Texas, the flag of the Union bas, during the whole 
war, been upheld by a small force at Franklin, so the rebels have 
never succeeded in wholly excluding Federal authority from that 
State. The large force under Gen. Banks, now operating in Tezae, 


will afford protection to the loyal pei, who have long been 
anxiously looking for sufficient military power to enable them to re- 
establish civil government. That period appears now at hand. By 
the occupation of that State, the chief avenue of the rebels for foreign 
commerce and foreign aid is cut off. In the East the position of 
military affairs has not undergone any material change. In June, 
the long cherished design of the rebel leaders to transfer the seat of 
war from their own territory to the loyal States was undertaken by 
their favorite commander and their principal army, but the defeat of 
Gen. Lee by the forces under command of Gen. Meade, at Gettys- 
burgh, destroyed their expectations, and drove back the enemy to 
accustomed shelter in the mountains of Virginia. The armies of 
Gen. Meade and Gen. Lee now occupy relatively nearly the same 
position as at the date of my last annual report. The numerous 
combats and engagements between detachments of these armies 
have been attenced with perhaps equal loss on both sides, and with- 
out any material advantage to either. Western Virginia is reported 
by the Commander of that Department to be now clear of any rebel 
force, and the people of that newly organized State are enjoying, in 
comparative peace, the blessings of a civil government. ‘The milita- 
ry operations in the Northwest Department have routed, and, ina 
great measure, destroyed the hostile Indians and afforded protection 
to the people in that region from Indian barbarities. In the Depart- 
ment of Missouri, the rebel forces have been driven beyond the Ar- 
kansas line. No military operations have taken place of any magni- 
tude in the a rg of Virginia and North Carolina, A threat- 
ened siege of Norfolk and Suffolk by the rebel Gen. Longetreet 
was thwarted by the gallant energy of Gen. Dix, anda siege of 
Washington, in North Carolina, by the rebel Gen. Hill proved abor- 
tive. The Federal force is now firmly planted in every rebel State, 
and there is reason to hope that under its protection the loyal people 
of these States will soon cast off the yoke of their leaders and seek 
within the Union that peace and security for life, berty and proper- 
ty, which in blind madness were recklessly thrown away. ‘The suc- 
cess of our arms during the last year has enabled the department to 
make a reduction of over two hundred millions of dollars in the war 
estimates for the ensuing fiscal year. 

In the operations that have been alluded to, prisonera of war to 
the number of about thirteen thousand have fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, and are now held by them. From the commencement of 
the rebellion until the War Department came into my charge, there 
was no cartel or formal exchange of prisoners; but at an early period 
afterward a just and reasonable cartel was made between Major- 
General Dix and the rebel General Hill, which until recently was 
faithiully acted upon by both parties. Exchanges under that cartel 
are now stopped mainly for the following reasons :—First. At Vicks- 
burgh over 40,000 rebel prisoners fellinto our hands, and over 5,000 
more at Port Hudson. ‘These prisoners were paroled and suffered to 
return to their homes until exchanged pursuant to the terms of the 
cartel. But the rebel agent, in violation of the cartel, declared the 
Vicksburgh prisoners exchanged, and without being exchanged the 
Port Hudson prisoners he, without just cause and in open violation 
of the cartel, declared released from their parole. These prisoners 
were returned to their ranks and a portion of them were found tight 
ing at Chattanooga, and again captured. For this breach of faith, 
unexampled in civilized warfare, the only apology or excuse was that 
an equal number of prisoners had been captured by the enemy; but 
on calling for specifications in regard to these alleged prisoners, it 
was found that a considerable number represented as prisoners were 
not soldiers, but were non-combatants, citizens of towns and —— 
farmers, travelers and others in civil life, not captured in battl 
taken at their homes, on their farms or on the highway by John 
Morgan and other rebel raiders, who put them under a sham parole. 
To balance these men against rebel soldiers taken in the field, would 
be relieving the enemy from the pressure of war and enable him to 
protract the contest to indefinite duration. Second. When the Gov- 
ernment commenced organizing colored troops, the rebel leader, 
Davis, by solemn and official proclamation, ed that 
troops and their white officers, if captured, would not be ri 
as prisoners of war, but would be given up for punishment to the 
State authorities. These proceedings by the rebel authorities were 
met by the earnest remonstrance and protest of this Government 
without effect. The offers by our joner to exchange man 
for map. and officer for ofticer, or to receive and provide for our own 
soldiers under the solemn guarantee that a | should not go into the 
field until duly exchanged, were rejected. In the meantime, well- 
authenticated statements show that our troops held as prisoners of 
war were deprived of shelter, clothing and food, and some have per-: 
ished from exposure and famine. This savage barbarity could only 
have been practiced in the hope that the Government would be com- 
pelled, by oe y for the suffering endured by our troops, to 
to the proposition of exchanging all the prisoners of war on both sides, 
paroling the excess not Fee = heegene: the effect of which o; ° 
tion would be to enable the rebels to put into the field a new army, fort, 
thonsaud etrong, forcing the paroled prisoners into the ranks withou 
exchange, as was done with those paroled at Vicksburgh and Port 
Hudson, and also to leave in the hands of the rebels the colored sol- 
diers and oflicers, who are not pouerdes by them as prisoners of war, 
and therefore not entitled to the benefit of the e: 

‘The facts and correspondence to this subject are detailed 
the accompanying report of Commissioner 
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of Exc’ As the matter now stands, we have over 40,000 pris- 
oners of war ready at any moment to be exchanged, man for man, 
and officer for officer, to the number held by the rebels. This num- 
ber is about 13,000, and they are now supplied with food and raiment 
this Government, and by our benevolent and charitable associa- 
ions and individuals. ‘Two prisoners, Captains Sawyer and Flynn, 
held by the rebels, are sentenced to death by way of a pretended re- 
taliation for two prisoners, tried and shot as spies by command of 
Major-General Burnside. Two rebel oflicers have been designated, 
and are beld as hostages for them. The rebel priseners of war in our 
possession have heretofere been treated with the utyost humanity 
and tenderness consistent with security. They have had good quar- 
ters, full rations, clothing when needed, and the same hospital treat- 
ment received by our own soldiers. Indulgence of friendly visits 
and supplies was formerly permitted, but they have been cut off since 
the bartarity practiced against our prisoners became known to the 
Government. If it should become necessary for the protection of 
our men, strict retaliation will be resorted to; but while the rebel 
authorities suffer this Government to feed and clothe our troops held 
as prisoners, we sball be content to continue to their prisoners in our 
hands the humane treatment they have uniformly enjoyed. 

The operation of the act of Congress for enrolling and calling out 
the National forces is exhibited in the accompanying report of the 
Provoat-Marshal-General. At the time that law was enacted it was 
known to be very imperfect, many intelligent persons considering its 
execution wholly impracticable, while few dared to hope for any im- 

t benetit. The law has been enforced in twelve States. It has 
mater wf from these States 60,000 soldiers, and_has raised a fund of 
over $10,000,000 for procuring substitutes. With all its imperfec- 
tions, it is demonstrated the act can be made an eflicient means for 
recruiting the armies and calling out the National forces. The prin- 
cipal imperfections and the required amendments will be submitted 
to Congress through the appropriate Committees. ‘The most impor- 
tant to be considered is what 1s called the three hundred dollar commn- 
tation. This feature of the bill bas been much discussed, and the op- 
posing opinions are nearly balanced as to the operation and effect of 
this provision. While some claim that it is oppressive upon poor 
men and favors the rich, others contend that it places the rich and 
poor on an equal footing, and enables the poor man to obtain exemp- 
tion from military duty for a sum within the reach of every one. 
Without undertaking to reconcile or decide between these conflicting 
opinions, it is certain that this clause of exemption, as it stands, oc- 
easions delay in calling out the military force. The drafted man is 
exempted at the end of a long pruceeding, by the payment of a sum 
of money. Supposing that sum to be adequate for procuring a sub- 
stitute, considerable time must unavoidably elapse before a com- 
petent substitute can be procured. ‘The question whether this clause 
shall remain or be stricken out requires the early attention of Con- 


The fund of $10,000,000 raised by the act as commutation money, 
is deposited with the United States Assistant Treasurers, and is be- 
ing applied to procuring substitutes. By the payment of bounties 
and premiums volunteering is going on in some States with much 
epirie. The prime importance of filling up the old regiments, and the 
superiority of such foree over new regiments, is a point on which all 
military experience and opinions agree. The bounty ey by the 
Government is, therefore, limited to volunteers who go into old regi- 
ments or veteran regiments that renew their term of service. To 
veteran volunteers going into old regiments, the maximuina bounty of 
the Government is paid. 

Reports trom the armics indicate that a large proportion of the 
troops whose term expires next year will re-enlist, it being stipulated 
by the Government they shall have at least one month's furlough 
before their present time expires. ‘The indications are that the force 
required will in a great measure be raised_by volunteering and with- 
outa draft. It is proper to add that the Commanding-Generals bear 
testimony that the drafted men who have gone into the ranks acquit 
themselves well and make good soldiers. An immediate appropria- 
tion for bounties should be made. An invalid corps has been organ- 
ized under the direction ofthe Provost-Marshal General. In the san- 
guinary battles and engagements of this war, and by camp diseases, 
many Officers and soldiers have been disabled for active service, who 
are yetable to perform duty in garrison, or as depot and prison 
guards, military police, and in the arrest of skuikers and deserters. 
To give honorable employment to this meritorious class, who have 
suffered in the service of their country, and to liberate able-bodied 
soldiers from duty that can well be performed by invalids, was the 

in organizing this corps. It now numbers over 20,000 offi- 
cera and privates, who are fully employed, and their service has in- 
creased the strength ofthe armies in the tield, while by their vigilance 
desertion from the army bas in a great measure been checked. The 
beneticial results anticipated from this organization have been more 
than realized. Forthe details in respect to this organization, refer- 
ence is made to the Report of the Provost-Marshal General, which is 
also referred to for details in respect to the operations of the act en- 
rolling and calling out the National forces, and the required amend- 
ments. Immediately after the President’s Emancipation Proclama- 
tion, diligent efforts were commenced and have continued until the 
present time for raising colored troops. The Adjutant-General was 
sent to the Mississippi Valley to organize the slaves there. 

A Bureau to have charge of ail matters belonging to such troops 
was organized in the War Department. The Report of its Chief 
shows what progress has been made. Over 50,000 men are now or- 
ganized and in the ranks, and the number will rapidly increase as our 
armies advance into the rebel States. The raising of these troops 
has been retarded, first by the military operations in progress, and 
second by the removal of the slaves into the interior, beyond the 
reach of the recruiting oficers. Itis hoped this obstacle will soon 
be completely overcome. Many persons believed, or pretended to 
believe, and confidently asserted that freed slaves would not make 
good soldiers, that they would lack courage and could not be subject- 
ed to military discipline. Facts have shown how groundless were 
these apprehensions. The slave has proved his manhood and his ca- | 

ity as an infantry soldier at Milliken’s Bend, at the assault upon | 
ort Hudson aad the stormiug of Fort Wagner. The apt qualitica- 
tions of the colored man for artillery service have long been known 
and recognized by the nayal service, and the subjoined extract from 
an official report shows what he can do in cavalry service :— 


** On the 17th inst., 30 men of Company A, First Mississippi regiment of cav- 
alry (African) in connection with 50 men of the First battalion of the Fourth 
Iitinois cavalry, while on a scout up the Yazoo Valley, met, one mile beyond 

sia, 15 picked meu of the First and Third Texas cavalry. The First 
Mississippi behaved nobly, neither lacking courage nor steadiness, firing with 
coolness and decision. The cogagement lasted half an hour, the Texans being 
totally routed and demoralized. We captured 28 stand of arms and 7 prison- 
ers. 





a 





The colored troops have been allowed no bounty, and under the 
construction given by the department they can only by the existing 
law receive the pay of 210 per month, while other soldiers are being 
5 $13 per month, with clothing and daily rations. There seems 

be inequality and injustice in this distinction; and an amendment 
authorizing the same pay and bounty as white troops receive is re- 
commended. As soldiers of the Union, fighting under its banner, 
exposing their lives to uphold the Government, colored troops are 
entitled to enjoy its justice and beneticence. 

The fortunes of war have brought within our lines a large number 
of colored women, children, and some aged and intirm persons. Their 
care, 8u rt and protection, rest a solemn trust upon the Govern. | 
ment. eir necessities have to some extent been supplied by the 
orders of this department. But a general and permanent system for 
their protection and support should be speedily adopted by Con- 
gress. Even if they are to be regarded in some degree as a burden 
upon the Government, they are a yreater loss to the enemy. Every 
woman and chil! from nine years old to sixty has to the rebel planter 
ahigh market value. Their labor in the cotton-field is a source of 

rotit to him. Is it not better that we should feed them than that 

ey should support a rebel master who is in arms against us ¢ 
The reports of the Chiefs of Bureaus in this department exhibit fully 
their respective operations during the last year. 

The Adjutant-Generai reports that the business of his office has 
greatly increased during the past year by the creation of the Provost 

hal General's Bureau, and the Bureau for the organization of 
Colored Troops. He recommends, first, that the term of enlistment | 
in the regular service be fixed at three years instead of five, in accor- 
dance with the Act of July 29, 1861, which expired by limitation on | 
the 1st of January, 1863 ; second, that the law regulating the payment | 
of Chaplains be amended so as to allow hailf-pay and rations during | 
a on leave occasioned by other cause than wounds or sickness, 
and to full pay without rations when absent for those causes. 

A serious evil, arising from the absence of oflicers from duty, has in 
the past year been, in great part, remedied. Two boards aro in session 
one at Annapolis and the other at Cincinnati—before one of which all 
officers who have left their commands in consequence of iil-healtb, are 





ordered to appear as soon as they are able totravel. They undergo an 
examination by the Board, and are recommended, according to their 
condition, for light duty, for further leave of absence, or for medical 
treatment in a general hospital of tho city where the Board is in session. 
Bat, if found fit for duty, the President of the Board orders them forth- 
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| culties have been surmour 
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cause of which the officers of the Department had control. 
to the troops, subsistence has been furnished to all prisoner: 
political or war, to large numbers of contrabands, and to suffe 
families found by our armies in rebel States. 

Great improvements have taken place in the renderin 
of officers, although cases of negieet still exist. 

The Paymaster-General reports that, except when payments haro 
been postponed by commanding-generals, on accouyt of the pending 
operations, the various armies ih the field are substantially paid to uy. 
tober 21, 1863—the latest period allowed by law and the regulations— 
and funds have been provided and placed in proper hands {for the fu 
pay ment of the tropps in the servic up to the date mentioned. i 

By report of the Acting Surgeon-General, the Department ‘s inforineg 
that the latest reports received give 182 genera! hospitals, with a capa. 
city of 84,472 beds. The number of patients remainivg in the genera! 
hospitals, June 30, 1863, was 9.1 per cent., aud in the field 4.4 per cent. 
of the entire strength of the Army, of whom 11 per cent. are sick and 
2.5 per cent. wounded. The corps of medical inspectors, by the syste in 
of inspection established, has added materially to the efficiency or the 
medical and hospital service, and marked improvement in all matters of 
Sanitary precaution aud police is exhibited. 

Companies of the second battalion Invalid Corps have in many jp. 
stances been advantageously substituted for contract nurses, attendan.e 
and cooks in general hospitals. Appropriations are asked sor the pay- 
ment of washing in those hospitals and on transports, where a sufficieLt 
number of matrons cannot be employed ; for the collection and preser. 
vation of patholog cal specimens in the army mevcical museum, aud for 
preparation and examination of drugs in connection with purveying vé. 
pots. The health of the troops has been good, and the moriality legs 
than the preceding year. i 

The Signal Corps was organized under the act of the last Congress. 
The average number of the cfticers on duty is reported at 198. The fui 


In addition 
8, whether 
ring Uniou 


with to their regiments. The reports 
a in making details for mustering, recruiting, or other 
light daty, and in recommendations for leave of absence or diecharge, 
where the nature of the disability requires. The reports of the Boards, 
taken in connection with regimental reporis of absent officers and the 
surgeon’s certificates from such officers, form a complete system of ac- 
bility for at from duty. 

The specific duty of the Ordnance Department is to supply arms and 
munitions of war for sea coast and frontier fortifications, and for the 
forces in the fleld. 

The expenditures for these purposes during the last fiscal year 
amount to $42,313,630 21. 

The cannon, small arms, accoutrements and equipments for meu and 
horses, and iti btained during the late fiscal year by purchase 
and manufacture, were as follows: 1,577 tleld, siege and sea-coast caa- 
non, with carriages, caissons and ether implements ; 1,082,841 muskets 
and rifles for foot soldiers ; 282,389 carbines and pistols for mounted 
troops ; 1,295,000 cannon balls and shells ; 48,719,862 pounds of lead 
and lead bullets ; 1,435,046 cartridges for art llery ; 259,022,210 car- 
tridges for small arms ; 347,276,400 percussion caps ; 3,925,369 friction 
primers ; 5,764,768 pounds gunpowder ; 919,676 sets of accoutrements 
for men ; 94,679 sets of accoutrements for cavalry horses ; 2,281 sets of 
artillery harness, each set for two horses. 

An immense amount of material has been prepared for the different 
arsenals, and work in wood and leather in large quantities is advanced 
toward completion for the manufacture and repairs of all the various 
machines and implements of war in use in the service. The quantities 
of the principal articles of ordnance materials in the control of the de- 
partment at the beginning of the war, the quantities of those articles that 
have since been procured, and the quantities of those articles on hand on 
June 30, 1863, are shown in the following tables, viz. : 


g of the accounts 




















On hand|Procured|/[ ssuedOn hand | Capacity ci this branch of the service hus not yet beea developed, and 

Articles, at the be-jsince the/since the for issue | dillerent opinions as to the value seem to be entertamed by the com 

7 jginning oi}war be-/war be- i 3, | manding oilicers. In combined land and naval operations, it Las beep 

jthe war. /zan. gan. ‘ ____ | considered useful, and commanding officers of the Western armics Laye 

Siege and seacoast artillery. 1,052| 1.064 2. URS 0: commended itwith favor. The continuance of the corps is recommended 

Field artillery.............+......| 2734 2.48) : by this department with proper restrictions upon numbers of vfilcers: 

Firearms for infantry 1,950,144) 1,550,576 { and limiting them to their proper scupe of duti 

Firearms for cavalry.. ane 33,12 327,174 2,22 The Military Tclegraph, under the general direction of Col. £ tager and 

oe EE ee siddbeennin | 1 ty + M.jor Eckert, has been of inestimable value to the service, and no corps 

a Ti csaane aan t 4) 1,745,586 , os surnansed. fou = enti ay hemor mreitinne 1 eens. 

rw ped) cae jon! oy a ’ BONS 515! 23,024,025 ye ouryes Se i few have equaled the telegaaph operators in diligeuce aud 
Cartridges for artiliery........... .248| 2,258,746] 2,274,490, 492.5 devotion to duties. | , , , ; 

8,202. 300) 1522, 204, 816/378, 584.104! 151,913,012 From the Superintendent’s report it appears that the military tele 


Cartridges for small arms........ } 
ae 19,808, 000 | /49.475,000| 715,026,470, 74,246,530 | graph Imes required by the Government have been constructed over ap 
OF, are 








Percussion caps....... 

Friction primers. ..... 84425) 7 WW4.7Uh) 6,082,505) 1,005,629 | extensive and scattered territory, embracing the District of Columb 

: } a £ eee, os 9,0 eo, Das > ve and se cl ! y, 3 : is ia, 
pn ony fle ar mg ey eon! _ ave es aS parts of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Maryland, Delaware, Vir. 
. MUTI «we ewe ew ween oy er yambeie - e. ' iy BAP s 4 7 - y? « igia " ~siceci ; 
Aaceuirementa tor iaihaity.... 10,930! 1831/30! 1,630,220 162. 010 Billa, North Carolina, South Carolina, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Accoutrements for cavalry....... 4,320; 194,456) 196,298 2,498 | Arkausus, Tennessee, Keatucky, Missouri, Kansas and the Indian Tersi- 
Equipments for cavalry horses. . .| 574! 216,65e 211.670 5,562 | torics. 
Artillery harnesses, double....... ba} 18, 666 17 455 7 Under the ‘mmediate direction of Major Eckert, Assistant Superinten- 








dent of the Department of the Potomac, 300 miles have been constructed 
during the year. 

Under the direction of Captain Smith, Assistant Superintendent of the 
District of Missouri, 548 miles bave been constructed during the year, 
one mile of which was submarine. 

Under the direction of Captain Brush, Assistant Superintendent of the 
Department of the Ohio, Cumberland aud the Mississippi, 510 miles hare 
been construcied during the year. 

Under the direction of CaptainDavid, Assistant Superintendent cf the 
Deparunent 0: West Virginia, 97 miles have been coustructed during tue 
same period. 

Under the direction of Captain Bulkley, Assistant Superintendent cf 
the Guif, 300 miles have been built, one mile of wi was Subimarias 

On the Ist day ot July, 1862, there were 3,571 miles of land and sub 
marine lines in working order. 

During the fiscal year, 1755 miles of Jand and submarine line were con- 
structed, making the total number of miles of Jaud and submarine mil- 
tary telegraph lues in operation during the year 5,326, being a length of 
line suflicient to girdle more than one-tifth of the circumference of the 
globe. By cose estimate, it appears that at least 1,200,000 telegrams 
have been sent and received over the military lines in operation during 
the iiseal ycar ending June 20, 1868, being at the rate of about 3,2 
per diem. These messages varied in length from 10 to 1000 words aad 
upWard, and generally were of an urgent and important character. 

Pursuant to the Acts of Congress, passed Feb: uary 16, 1863, and July 

2, loGz, three Commissioners were appointed to examine and report 
uper all claims arising under tbe Act of March 25,1862, entit eu * An 
Act to secure to ofiicers and men actually employed in the Western Le 
partment or Department of Missouri, their pay, bounty and pensic 
The suin of $100,000, or as much as should be necessary, was appre 
priatcd by the Act passed May 14, 1862, to pay the claims awarded 


Tte resources of the country for the production of arms and munitions 
of war have only commenced their development, yet their extent may 
be inferred from the enormous quantity of supplies shown by tue fore- 
going tabular extract to have been furnished during the last two years. 
At the beginning of the war we were compelled to rely upon foreign 
countries for the supply of nearly all our arms and munitions. Now a!! 
these things are manufactured at home, and we are independent of 
foreign countries, not only for the manufacture, but also for the mate- 
rials of which they are composed. The exceliency of the arms and 
munitions of war of American manufacture, which have been supplied 
by the Ordnance Department to the Army, has been so obvious that our 
soldiers are no longer willing to use those which have been imported 
from other countries. The efforts made during the war to extend and 
improve the manufacture of arms and munitio.s, have resulted in dis- 
coveries of great importance to the country, in peace as weil as war. 
Among the arts thus improved is the manufacture of wrought iron, now 
rivaling the qualities of iron of Sweden, Norway, and England. This 
country, until the present year, has relied upon those countries for mate- 
rial to make gun-barrels, bridle-bits, car-wheel tires, and other articles 
requiring iron of fine qua'ity. Iron of our owa production is now supe 
rior to that obtained abroad. 

The law of 1808 made a provision for the annual expen/i‘ure of $200,- 
000 for arming the militia of the States. That sui is insufficient for the 
wants of the increased population of the country. Two millions should 
be annually appropriated for that purpose, until all States are supplied 
in proportion to the population with the same number of arms that have 
been distributed in some of the States to meet the exigencies of war. 
From the report of the Chief of Engineers, it appears that the grants 
made by Congress for fortifications at the last session amounted to 
























$5,250,000 for permanent works, and $700,000 for temporary works. | 2 - ; : ‘ } 
These liberal provisions allowed very material progress being made | The Commi-sioners reported in favor of claims amounting to $300,612. 

upon important fortifications now under construction, and of eszential 1 NO power of appointment being vested in the Department, turthes 
modifications, being effected in old works and existing batteries, to ob- | !gislation or a larger appropriation will be required to carry thes 


acts into effect. 
Many claims are presented to the Department for the use 


cupiea by the Governments as forts, camping-grounds ant 
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tain largely increased efficiency by preparing them to reccive ordnance 
of greatly increased calibre, and to store great bulks of amrunnition, | 
with additional safety therefor. These important objecis have beeu 
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very generally realized. Difficulties existing last year in the procure- | Works, for forage and other property used or injured by our troops 
ment and transportation of mate r the requisite | Some ot these claims are just, others doubtful, and many exorbitant aud 
amount of skilled and ordin but these @iff- | Waudulent. The Department has no 1 ei t ud 





no appropriation to pay them with. It b 
nade by Act of Congress for their speedy adjustment and payi 
nt cifort bas been made fe 1¢ enforcement of discipline, th 
n of frauds, their prevenutio tnisbment by ; 
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year. 

The report of the Annual Board o 3 
submtted. There being no representation from the ‘ 
Academy since the war commenced, there existed accommodation for 
considerable number of cadets beyond these furnished from the loyal 
States. There seemed to be no good reason why the advantages of the 
Academy should not be employed to their fullest capacity ; aud acecord- 
ingly the vacancies were filled up by appointments frei the loyal States. 
Generals commandisg armies being invited to furnish names of desery 
young men, and in this way the number of cadets allowed by law 
have been admitted to the advantages of a military education in the 
Academy at West Point. A general statement, showing the condition in 
life of the cadets for anumber of years past, and a list of the present 
Officers and cadets of tle Academy, accompany the report of the Chicf 
Engineer. 

The operations connected with the survey of the Northera aud North 
western lakes have been actively continued ; aud curing the lust season 
have consisted in the survey of Portage entry on Lake Superior, and in 
resuming the survey of Green Bay and its cutrauce from Lake Michigan ; 
also in periodical examinations of the channel of St. Clair flats and of 





> of 
rtial or Military Commission. In this respe 
d by the Judge-Advocate-Geceral and his as From his 
report it appears that since the commencement of the rebellion, vast as 
has been the increase of the duties and labors of h’s office, there has 
been no legislative provision enlarging the instrumentalities for the per- 
formance. The machinery of the office remains as when the army con- 
sisted of but 13,000 men. This condition of things is more striking when 
it is remembered thaf in every other branch of the military service, lez- 
islation has kept pace with the wants created by the emergency of the 
war. It is essential that the force of this office should be increased to 
mncet the emergencies of the service. 

The following is a summary of the busin 
| Advocate-Gencral’s ollice, from Sept. 1, 1862, ta Nov. 
| of fourteen months : 


Visitors to the Mi 
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arti . 
t Martial and} 


1. C 





Number of records of tria oui 
mission reviewed.. eee an 
Number of reports made as to ir llarities Of prot 
tions for restoration to service, and pardon of oifenders 

















Lake George, on St. Mary’s River. Obse: vations for the determination ,. ton or commutation of sentence....... . oeeee “3S 
of geographical positions, of the fluctuations aud elevations of the sur- | M'scelianeous reports on other qnestious referred to ollice.........+..- — 


long and 
long ar 






faces of lakes, of meteorological phenomena, are embraced in the opera- 
tions of the survey. The number of take charts Qistributed to naviga- 
tors up to the Ist of Ociober, 1863, exceeds 24,000, of which 4.000 were 
distributed the past year. 

An experienced officer has been detailed to examine and report what 
temporary works are required to guard the lake shores from rebel pirat- 
ical raids. The department charged with the disbursement of funds for 
surveys for military defences has, in addition to its current duties, pre- 
pared for military purposes an aggregate of 8,841 maps, of which 6,927 
were engraved and lithographed, and 1,914 photographed. throw of the rebellion and the restoration of peace and the establishment 

The clothing and equipment of troops, their shelter and transportation, | of the Unien on a sure foundation in ali the bounds of the United States 
— he purchase of horses, wagons, and mules,—the supply of forage,— | EDWIN M. STANTON 
the construction, repair, and working of military roads,—and the supply |  Sogpetary of War 
of boats for transportation by water, constitute the important duties of the one eee Oe 
Quartermaster-General’s Department. The details of these operations, so 
far as is proper for public information, are contained in the Acting Quar- 
termaster-General’s report, and need not bere be recapitulated. 

The adequate supply of mules and horses, and their subsistence, are 
among the most arduous duties of the service. To systematize this 
branch with adequate supervision and proper economy, so fur as prac- 
ticable, a Cavalry Bureau was established a few months ago, and is now 
iu Operation at Gieseboro. ® It is believed that by this means much 
improvement may be made, with proper diligence and fide! 
part of the officers intrusted with this important duty. The Qi 





While many of these reports are brief, many are cf 
involving au examination of complicated masses of fact, and of dificult 
legal questions. As recorded, they occupy about 2,000 quarto pages. 

It gives me pleasure to bear witness to the general diligence, ability 
and fideliiy manifested by the chiefs of the several bureaus of this de- 
partinent. Vhatever success may have attended its administration 1s, 
in & great Measure, due to them and their subordinates. 

In conclusion, I may be permitted to express the hope that the next 
anuval report from ths Department may announce the complete over- 












Tue rebel General Polk has been ordered to command the Southern 
Mississippi Department, with his headquarters at Brandon, fifteca 
miles east of Jackson. 

Tue Richmond Sentinel of the 5th says General Bragg has 
edly been relieved of the direction of the army now in 
Georgia, and General Hardee isin command. —~ 


undoult 
Nort 
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ecn 


Captain Turner, Commandant at the Libby Prison, has 
made a Major by the rebel War Department. Captain Turner is a0 
,and well merits his new 


ity on the 











t r-General has for some time been making a careful inspectio 113 | excellent officer and courteous gentleman 
branch of the tervice in the different departments ; but his report hag | Utle. 


Tue Richmond papers of the 
Generals John C. Breckinrid 
Ga., on the 2d instant. This se 
of Breckinridge’s death. 

Genera D. H. Hili publishes a card in the Richmond papers, 85 
serting that he was relieved from his command, not forany mi-ital 
delinquency, but because he had expresed an opinion adverse to the 
tailitary capacity of General Bragg. 


not yet been roceived. 

. The report of the Commiseary-General of Subsistence shows that sub- 
sistence for the Army, with the exception of fresh beef and flour, has, in 
great part, been procured by advert sing for bids, and selecting the low 
est for suitable articles, in Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Cincinnati, Louisville, aud St. Louis. Flour has, when possible, been 
procured in the same manner at points nearer to our armies. Fresh 
beef has been obtained in general by contract, sometimes on the hoof, 
and at other times from the block. - 

On the coast of the Carolinas and the Gulf, and for a large portion of | 
the year at New Orleans, beef is forwarded cn.the hoof from New York. | Captain Raphael Semmes, of the Confederate wa 
It is believed that at every point the troops have been svpplicd with | was married in Washington, Ga., on the 17th instant, to Miss 
abundance of good and wholesome food ; and that, if in the movement of | daughter of the late General Paul J. Semmes, mortally weun 
the armies, temporary want has been felt, it has not been due to any | Gettysburgh. 
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S.8.5 2s , fe P 
Capram S. S. Semmes, of the Ist Louisiana regulars,and son of 
r steamer Alabama, 
Pauline, 
ded at 
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ARMY GAZETTE. 


EXAMINING BOARD OF ORDNANCE OFFICERS. 
Orpyance Orrice, War DeparTMENST, : 
Wasutnotoy, December 4, 1863. 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Ordnance Officers ap- 
pointed for the purpose of examining officers applying to be Com- 
missioned as Ordnance Oificers, of a rank not higher than Captain, 
will assemble at this office on the 4th of January next. 

All officers desirous of appearing before the Board, must first 
make application to that effect tothe Chief of Ordnance, stating 
their age, present state of healthfulness, where and how educated, 
and what studies they have pursued. Such as wish to appear before 
the Board at its next meeting, should file their applications as here- 
in required, by or before the 20th of December, 1563. 

Geo. D. Ramsay, 
srig.-Gen. Chief of Ordnance. 





DISMISSALS 
During the week ending Salurday, December db, 1863. 
Major W. W. Wiltshire, 126th Illinois Volunteers, to date Decem- 





ber 2, 1863, with loss of all pay and allowances, for presenting and | 
certifying to false and fraudulent accouuts against the Government. | 
Captain F. Deicke, 52d Indiana Volunteers, to date November 16, | 


for absence without authority. 
Captain E. N. Wright, 21st New York Cavairy, to date November 
39, 1863, with loss of all pay and allowances, for iraudulent and cor- 
rupt conduct in discharging a drafted man without authority, and 
obiaining money th 
he soldier. 
Captain H. C} 
ber 30, 1803, for 
Capiain John 
December 2, 1803 
leave the city of Washingt 
tory reason theretor. 
Captain James L. Townsend, 14th Connecticut V 
December 2, 1863, for absence without leave after his 









h New York Volunte 
thout proper authority 
, lith Connecticut V 

2 Without authority, z 
m in citizen’s clothes, ¥ 























hospital, and attempting to leave the cily of Wash 
clothes, he denying at the t that he was an oflicer 


Captain 
' 





L. Thom] 1, 115th Pennsylvar 
33, for drunkenness, he having 
: ence ea Military Commission. 
Captain William H. Weaver, 12th Pennsylvania Reserves, to « 
December 2, 1863, with loss ot all pay and allowances, for absé¢n 
without authorit; 
Captain John W 




















ment, United 8 








my, tar drunkenn 

Captain Ge g 8 Infants to date D 
comber 4, 1854, for ¢ 

Surgeon J. LE. Qu t N , 


ber 39, 1563, for conduct unbecoming 

Assistant Surgeon William D. K 
teera, to date December 2, 1863, 
without proper authority, < 
dered. 

Assistant Surgeon Rolx 
date December 2, 1863, for v ut 
of War, and conduct prejudici 
piine. 

First Lieutenant John Brooks, 
cember 2, 1863, for abser proper anthorit; 
report at Headquart “rs } ry District of Washington, as or 

First Lieutenant Samuel C. Sloan, 33d Missouri Volunte: 
date December 2, 1863, with loss of all pay and allowances, for ab- 
sence without proper authority. 

Lientenant William B. Manning, 52d Wisconsin Volu 
date December 5, 1863, with loss of all pay and ailowanc 
i ga false and fraudulent account against the Gov 1C1 
sutenant Thomas C. Platt, 46th Qhio Volunteers, to date De- 








i 


he { 
good order : 


Ist Virginia Battery, to date Do- 




















uct 








out leave. 








Second Lieutenant O. H. Brown, 148th Pennsyivania Volunteers, 
to date Noveiber 30, 1863, with loss of all pay and allowances, fo 
borrowing money from drafted men and substitutes and not return 





! 
ing the same, and for physical disability resulting from an immora 





eutenant J. G. Brar 

ember 1, 1855, witl 
sence without proper aut y. 

Second Lieutenant George W. Hillary 
teers, to date November 16, 1863, for abs 

Lieutenant N. Murphy, o8th Illinois V 
ber 3, 1863, for desertion. 

RESTORED TO COMMISSION. 

Lientenant A. C Brown, 10th Wisconsin Volunteers, h 
diamissed, is restored, provided the vacancy has not t 
the Governor of hia State, with pay from the date at wt 
joins his regiment for duty. 


dt, 73d Pennsylvania Volunteci 
8 of all pay and allowances, i 





orit 





, 29th Pennaylvan 
without authori* 
‘ere, to date | 












NOTICE TO DELINQUENTS. 

The following officers, having been reported at the headquarters of 
the Army for the offences herei er 8} ed, are he 
that they will stand dismissed from the s 
uulegs within fifteen (15) days from December 7, 1863, they app 







































iver 6, 1363, with loss of all pay and allowances, for abseuce with- | 


“for, under false pretences, from the father of | 


| and ordered to the 
Jharles I’. Biake, from the South Atlantic Blockadiny | 









| Lockwood, ofthe R. P. J 


as Campb ‘ll, of the Alb Nathan Browne, of the Aroostook; 
; Truman A. Hurd, B. C bard H. Alexander, of the Anto- | 
| na; William D. Panca and Thomas Hl. Carton, of the Owasco; 


ice of the United States | 


before the Military Comm on in Washington, of wh 
Brigadler-General tte, ates Volunteer resident, 
and make satisfactory defence to the charges againat tl 
Absence without proper Authority. 
Captain Alfred O. Brooks, 29th Massachusetts Voluntcers. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Wills De Haas, 77th Ohio Volunteers. | 
Assistant-Surgeon Augustus F. Herman, 16th Pennsylvania Cave | 
3 : ) 
airy. a 
Captain Timothy Guilford, 20th Connecticut Volunteers. 
Desertion. 
First Lieutenant James Casey, 93th P yivaula Volunivers 













Taw atlavis c*.. nee ee , ‘ 
Por altering his pass and having defrauded ve 


of no 

First Licutenant William 8. Fisher, 8th Pennsy 

For having left Columbus, Ohio, contrar 

Presid nt of the Borrad for Ex rintnttic 

Captain J. J. Weiler, 17th Indiana Volunteers. 

DISMISSAI 

ving been reported at the 
after specifi l 


; : am Me, ie 
wey entrusted and lent by them t 






TO BE RECOMMENDED FOR 
The following ofti Mavi 

the army for the of : 

he will be recommend 

States unless within fiftee: 

pear before the 

which Brig 

ilent, and 















fied, is her no 
al from the service of t J 
lays from Nov. J0th, 1863, he ap- 








‘tts, United States Voluntecrs, is Pres- 
lefence to the charges ayguinst him:— 


















med and heretofore 
-exempt fr » of the Uniter 
itary y Special Orders, No. 


Commission instituted by S 

series, from the War Department, having reported t 
fence has been made in their respective cases, viz: 

n Latham, 4th Delaware Volunteers. 

164th New York Volunteers. 

as L. Stewart, 2d Pennsylvania Artillery. 

D. Cooper, 24 New Hampshire \ I 













Colonel A. H. Tippin, 6Sth Pennsylvania Voiunteers 


m ‘ ENTENCES OF COURT MARTIAL, 
Second Li Woolrod Scheurman, First Missouri 
to be suspended from rank and pay for the period of two in 


for disobedience of orders, 
Captain Robert M.S 












r, 4ist Miscouri Mili 








rds . ad 
} s * . 

the service, and to be forever Cisabled from agair ig ¢ sor 
employment under the United States Government—sentence t! 





cases confirmed by Major-General Schotield, and ordered to be car- | an 


nto execution, 
P i edant George H. Crossman, 10th U. S. Infa 
~ the : : ng his superior 
ner f his duty. Sentence mitigated by the Presi 
Pension of pay for the period of two months 















icer 





vic 


8 dut > 


i 


n, in session in Washington, of | 


Private Henry Andreas, alias Harvey Anderson, to be shot for 
desertion. Sentence confirmed by Major-General Burnside, who has 
ordered that it be carried into execution on Friday, January 8, 1864, 
at Covington, Ky. 

First Licutenant John L. Mease, 12th New York Volunteers, to_be 
dismissed the service, for conduct prejudicial to good order and mil- 
itary discipline, and neglect of duty. Sentence confirmed by Major- 
General Meade. 

Captain C. E. Livermore, arf Second Lieutenant C. T. Parker, lst 
Battalion Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, tried by court-martial on 
the charge of neglect of duty, have both been honorably acquitted. 

Second Lieutenant George D. Wiseburn, 163d New York Volun- 
teers, to receive a public reprimand, to be published before the Ar- 
my of the Guif, and ordered to Ship Island for two years, upon such 
duty as the Commanding General of the Gulf may direct, for using 
contemptuous and disrespectful language against the President of 
ihe United States. Upon the recommendation of Major-General 
Banks, the President directs that he be dismissed the service. 


a y a ¥ r wou ‘ 
NAVY GAZETTE. 
REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE 
ORDERED. 
Licutcuant R.S. McCook, to the Canonicus. 
First Assistant Engineer J. L. Lay, to special duty at New York. 
Assistant Paymaster Edmund Bellows, to the Oscevia. 
Assistant Surgeon J. IH. Macomber, to the Osceola. 
ist: 2on K. C. Steadman, to the Boston Navy Yard. 

on J. H. Tinkbam, to the receiving ship at Boston. 
Jommodore S. W. Godon, to special duty under the cominand of 
Rear-Admiral Gregory. 
Captain Percival D 











rayton, preparatory orders for duty as Ficct 
Captain of the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. 

M. Yard, to ordnance duty at New York. 

siah P. Carter, to the Naval Station at Beaufort, 













DETACIIFD, 
rgeons Grove &. Beardsley and Samuel B. Tuihill, 
Squadron, and ordered to return to the United 


on Edgar JLolder, from the Sussacus, and ordered 


Ensign 
Squadron, and ordered to tinal examination. 

Rear-Admiral George W. Storer, as President of the Naval Retir- 
3 t Brooklyn, N. Y. 





the Brooklyn. 

r CU. A. Uber, from special duty at the 
and ordered to the Pontiac. 

gineer IL. J. Noss, from special 
, and ordered to the 


nd ordered to 








duty at the 
VYendola. 
VOLUNTEER NAVAL SERVICE. 
CONFIRMED. 
itments of the following officers have been confirmed :— 
gus John Hiil and Henry G. C. Krouse, of the New 
! 






Che appol: 
cting Ens 










18 Tosca A. Tinkhata and Joseph D. Ellis, of the 





2 LEMNCESEC. 

ie, of the Aniona. 

1 Charles V. Rummel, of the J’enota. 
Maurice W. McEntee, of the Katahdin. 

os A. C. Southworth, Edward K. Smith, L 
emar ig New York Navy Yard. 
William Je he Relief 
tant Surgeon 





A d Darling, of the Ohio. 

Ensigns George iomas, Of the Unadidia; J. War 

fthe Lehigh; WIili . Smith, of the Dez Su‘o: 

A, O. Kruge, Richar rn, William F. Dolliver, John 

ns and George Ri é + New York Navy Yard; Joseph 
he Oclarora; arles Wolf, of the Princess; James 

son; William Hickey, of the Jda ; Thom- 




















hit, of 





Francis B. Hosmer, of the Pinela ; Henry Hope, of the Commodore ; 
aud William Mitehell, of the Arézona. 

Acting Master’s Mate Christopher Brennan, 
Yard. 

Acting Master’s Mates William A. Currier, George D. Bakeman, 
Waiter A. De Wilt and Joseph T. Morse, of the New York Navy 
Yard. 
Acting Master’s Mate Adelbert Trueedaie, of the Philadelphia. 

Acting Master’s Mate Thomas Irvin ( 

Acting Master’s Mate George W. Leland, of the Lehigh. 

Acting Second Assistant Engineer Philip Aliman; Acting Third 
Assistant Engineer Avon D. Smith of the Mississippi Squadron. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon J. B. Parker, of the Naval Hospital at 
Memphis, ‘Tennessee. 

Acting Master Thomas Gibson. 
er’s Mate William T. Sear, of the Wyandank. 
ws Mate 





of the Boston Navy 


of the Arics. 














Yard 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
has been l to the following officers :— 
_ skct id Assistunt Engineer T. A. Galloway, of the Elia, | 
fifte 





ck. 
Acting Ensign Ernest M. Ciarke, of the Zuscumbia, thirty days. 
Acting Ensign George L. Sinith, of the 7y/ler, thirty days. 
Acting Ensign C. Adams, of the Lendon, thirty days. 








Acting Ensign 8S. E. Browne, of the Forrest Rose, thirty days. 
Acting Carpenter Noah Dean, of the Black Hawk, one weck. 
At 4 Carpenter J. O. Baker, of the Neosta, three wecks. 









iam E. 


t Assistant Engineer Wil 
hi 7 





Cutler, of the W. ZZ. 


d rc 
r Rensscla. 








e Samu i fthe North Atlantic | 
Assi: Paymaster William D. Greenway, Acting Ensign 
Gross, Acting Second Assistant Engineer John Russzell, of | 
G ral Price. 


DETACHED, 
Pay master E. H. R 


oberts, from the Gemsbok, 





















racrs, 
inie! 8. Murp! Y; from the 


1 Lucien H. Kend 


command of the Fear- 
oe ¢ x 
all, from the New Lo- 


Assistant Engineer R. 
l to the 


S$. Edwards, from the Nia- 







,ennison, from the com- 
iting orders. 
m the Janes Adger, and granted 





ruel I 
Charies ; 
efor one montl:. 

er 8S. P. Croft, from the 





nt Sur; 


bs 


t ith, from the orth Caro- 
lto the Fre 





n Henry H. &: 


TH. 








he Waleree. 

Second Assistant Engineer John O. F: 
live Pers ¥; and ordered to the Wateree. 

tird Assistant Engineer David Pase, from the Atlanta, 

lered to the Wateree. 
ird Assistant Engineer Solon A. Bryant, from the Bos- 
, and ordered to the Wateree. 
inteer Licutenant Thomas Paynton, from the Potomac 
,and ordered to report for duty to the Chief of the Bureau 


of Ordnance. 





ar 


from the Loston Navy Yard, 


ineer Mortimer Kellogg, as member of the Board of | 


Williain | 


W. H. Knowles, of the New York Navy | 


i AVS. 
| <Aciing Third Assistant Engineer James E. Smith, of the Resolu/e, | 
i one weck 


Sanford, of the Mis- | 


Newbern, and ordered to the | 


1 Assistant Engincer Hugh Rafferty, from the Ceres, | 


irborn, from the | 


a __ 

Acting Third Assistant Engineer Thomas M. Jenks, from the 
Primrose, and ordered to the Kineo. 

Acting Third Assistant Engineer Robert T. Ewing, from the 
Queen, and granted three weeks’ leave of absence.. 
yas Ensign C. R. Davidson, from the Pequot, and ordered to 

e Queen. 

Acting Master’s Mate Edward N. K. Place, from the Niagara, and 
ordered to the Osceola. 

Acting Master's Mate G@. W. Lane, from the Ella, and ordered 
to the Shockokon. 

Acting Master R. O. Patterson, from the James Adger, and ordered 
to command the Memphis, 

. REVOKED. . 

The appointments of the following officers have been revoked : 

Acting Third Assistant Engineer John Phelps, of the Dragon. 

_ Acting Volunteer Lieutenant Henry 8t. C. Clarke, of the Missia- 
sippi Squadron. , 

Acting Third Assistant Engineer William H. Brown, Acting Mas- 
ter Stephen D. Joy, Acting Second Assistant Engineer Cornelius 
McCoy, of thé Reindeer. 

Acting First Assistant Engineer John Lloyd, of the Keystone State. 

PROMOTED. 

Acting Ensign Richard Burke, of the Lehigh, to the grade of Act- 
ing Master, for gallantry while under a severe fire of the enemy from 
Fort Moultrie. 

Acting Master R. DB. Smith, of the Nile, to the grade of Acting 
| Volanteer Lieutenant. 

Acting Master’s Mates Thomas Irving and George W. Leland, of 
the Lehigh, to the grade of Acting Masters, for gallantry while under 
a severe tire from Fort Moultrie and the surrounding batteries. 

Acting Master William R. Wells, of the Mississippi Squadron, to 
the grade of Acting Volunteer Lieutenant, upon the recommenda- 
tion of Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 

Acting Ensign Willlam Knapp, of the Commodore McDonough, to 
the grade of Acting Master, for good service in piloting the expedi- 
~ at the assault and capture of the south side of Morris Tsland, 


ORDERED. 
Acting Ensign Ll. G. M. Kennee, to the Lodona. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Thomas 8. Carpenter, to the Peterhoff. 
, Acting Master William J. Nutting, to the command of the Samue3 
colan. 
Acting Master E. B. Hussey, to the Osceola. 
Acting Aesistant Paymasters H. 8. Gresory and George T. Ben- 
nis, to report for y to Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 
Acting Assistant Paymaster Charlies B. Dye, to the Gemabok. 
| Acting Assistant Surgeon Charles W. Sarton, to the Sassacus. 
Acting Master William Bates, to the Atlanta. 
Acting Master William H. Polleys, to report for duty to Captain 
| Gansevoort, senior Naval Officer at Hampton Roads, Va. 
} Acting Assistant Paymaster David 8. Bostwic, to the Atlanta. 
| 





mer Assistant Paymaster H. A. Mitchell, to the Mississippi 
Squadron. 

‘Acting Assistant Paymaster B. F. Power, to the Augusta Dine 
nore. 

| Acting Master's Mates Thomas Rogers and David H. Daniel, to 
| the Osceola. 

| Acting Assistant Surgeon Isaac 'T. Coates, to the Allanta. 

| Acting Master Francis G. Prior, to the Zariford. 

APPOINTED. 

Jolin H. Aldridge, Acting Assistant Surgeon, and ordered to ro- 
ort 53 duty to Commander A, A. Harwood, of the Washington 
| Navy Yard. 

William Gumphert, Acting Tuird Assistant Engineer, and ordered 
| to the Adlanta. 
| Thomas Speakman, Acting Third Assistant Engineer, and ordered 
| to the Atlanta. 
| IfLenry C. Marrow, Acting Third Assistant Engineer, and ordered 
' to the Primrose. 
| Willliain H. MeLean, Acting Ensign, and ordered to the Commo- 
| dove Perry. 
| Albert Cox, Acting Third Assistant Engincer, and ordered to the 
| Queen. 

Fayette C. Leavey, Acting Second Assistant Engineer, and or- 
dered to report for duty to Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 

Robert A. Kyle, Acting Third Assistant Engineer, and ordered to 
| report for duty to Rear-Admiral D. D. Porter. 
| John W. Anderson, Acting Second Assistaut Engineer, and or- 
| dered to the Pelerhoff. 
| Anthony Smalley, Acting Ensign. 
Robert Whitehill, Jr., Acting Assistant Surgeon, and ordered to 
| 


the Connemaugh. 

Edward H. Vose, Acting Assistant Surgeon, and ordered to the 
Ohio. 
| Thomas Bruslyn, Acting Gunner, and ordered to the Osceola. 
| lHienry M. Test, Acting Third Assistant Engineer, and ordered to 
the Pontiac. 


| RESIGNED. 
| Acting Master’s Mate Frederick 8. Turner, of the Black Hawk. 
| Acting Assistant Paymaster Horace 8. Bradford. 
| Acting Assistant Surgeon Samuel L. Bolten, of the Moose. 
| Acting Master C, A. Curtis. 
ORDERS REVOKE 2. 

Acting Master C. F. Langley’s orders to the South Atlantic Block- 
ading Squadron, and ordered to the R. A. Gregory. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 





ORDERED. 

Assistant Surgeon Edward Cowles, U. 8. A., has been relieved 
| from duty at Harrisburgh, Pa., and ordered to report to the Com- 
| manding General of the Army of the Potomac, to relieve Assistant 
| Surgeon C. Wagner, U. 8. A. 
| Assistant Surgeon Wagner, when relieved, to report for ~~ to 
| Surgeon John Campbell, U. 8. Medical Director, Philadelphia, Pa. 
| APPOINTED. 
| Robert Fletcher, Lincoln R. Stone, A. C. Van Dug, William C. 
| Bennett, E. P. Morong, Otis M. Humphrey, and James H. Thomp- 
| son, Surgeons of U. 8. Volunteers. 

Thomas Cushing, of New York, Surgeon of the 20th U. 8. Col- 
ored Troops. ¥. 

Thomas Egyers, Chaplain at Cumberland Hospital, Nashville, 
‘Tennessee. 

M. C. Carr, Chaplain at Jackson Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 

PROMOTED. 
Assistant Surgeon Lewis Taylor, to Surgeon U. 8. A. 





| Caprain G. M. Smith, 11th N. Y. Volunteers, has been bonorabiy 
| discharged the service. 

Captain B.'T. Frothingham is announced as Volunteer Aide-de- 
| Camp upon the Staff of Major-General Gillmore. 

Lrevr.-Col. H. Binmore, A. A. G., 16th Army Corps, has been dis- 
missed the service. — oo 
Captains W. H. Rossell, 10th Infantry, and Charles Holmes, 1it 
Infantry, have been placed on the retired list, to date from Nov. 
| 28th, 1863. ki, Manat 8 

Genera Geary bas recommended for promotion Captains ott, 
| Wilbur and Foreen, of his staff, who istinguished themselves in 
the assault upon Lookout Mountain. A . 

By special order of the War Department, the following nam 
conv oncom’ officers have been returned to duty: Lieutenants E. H. 
Slocum, 12th U. 8. Infantry, Michael Breaben, 5th New Jersey Vols., 
and J. 8. Knapp, 17th U. 8. Infantry. 

Sarcres of thirty-three guns were fired on Monday, November 30, 
from all the batteries on Morris and Folly Islands, by order of Gene- 
ral Gillmore, in honor of General Grant’s victory. 

! Caprais D. H. Buel and First Lieutenant G. W. McKus, U. , 
! Ordnance Department, are announced as Assistants to the C ef 0 
Ordnance of the Department of the South. 
| Mason-General Peck directs that the new work on the left bank 
of the Neuse River, opposite the city of Newbern. be designated as 
| Wort Chase, after the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury. 
| Masor-General Butler has ordered that hereafter all offiews ny 4 
| into his Department, whether reporting for duty or returning 
leave of absence, shal! register their names at his headquartcrs. nl 
| 
| 





Captains Ferguson and Stoddard, A. Q. M.’s at Alexay 
have beey arrested and placed in the Old Capitol Prison, for 
malfcagance in their respective off ices. 





~—«diersville—the objective to be reached in order to ef- 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Editor of this Jovawat will always be glad to receive frem officers in 
the two services, correspondence and general communications of a character 
suited to its columns. It is necessary that the name of the writer sbouid, in al) 
eases, accompany his communications, not for publication, but as 2 guarantee 
of good faith. 

Officers are especially requested to give us early notification of ail persona: 
matters of general interest; of the movements of vessels; of casualties 
among officers ; and military and nava! events. 

The Editor will, at all times, be pleased to respond, in these columns, to en- 
quiries in regard to tactical and other matters. 

From gentlemen in the medical service we shall be glad to receive commu- 
nications on military hygiene, practical surgery, and reports of notable opera- 
tions and novel forms of treatment. 

The subscription price of Tus Army ap Navy Jourwat is Five Dowsrs 
@ year, or Taree Dottars for six months, invariably in advance. Remit- 
tances may be made In United States funds, or Quartermaster’s, Paymaster’s 
or other drafts, which should be made payable to the order of the Proprie- 
tor, W. C. Charch. 

Bubscribers who fail to receive their paper promptly, will please give im- 
mediate notice of the fact. 

Subseribers ordering the address of their paper to be changed, should be 
earefal to give their previous address. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expreasions of 
opinion, n communications addressed to the JOURNAL. 

The postage on the Journat is twenty cents a year, payable quarterly in 
advance, at the office where received. 

All communications should be addressed to the Aruy and Navy Jourrat, 
New York. 
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THE LATE CAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA. 
E have thus far abstained from passing any opinion 
on the late campaign of the army of the Potomac, 
for the very good reason that we had no sufficient basis 
of facts on which to found a judgment. Some ex- 
perience of the practical conduct of war has taught us 
that the just criticism of military operations demands 
a minute knowledge of the vast complex of facts, con- 
ditions and circumstances, that enter into all military 
operations; and it is a disadvantage under which we 
labor, as compared with our contemporary critics of the 
daily press, who are able to pass easy, off-hand judg- 
ments on the conduct of campaigns, that we feel our- 
selves absolutely incapable of even forming any opinion 
until we have all the facts before us. We do not feel 
that we are able to say this of the late movements of 
the Army of the Potomac; but we have some hitherto 
unpublished facts, and we shall endeavor not to push 
our criticism beyond the warranty of well-assured 
authority, leaving what still remains obscure to be 
cleared up as our information grows more complete. 

The purpose with which General MEADE started out 
on his late campaign differed essentially from any mi- 
litary operation hitherto attempted in Virginia. It 
was not, primarily,with a view to an advance on Rich- 
mond, which had _ hitherto been the animating motive 
of every previous advance. He designed a bold, rapid 
coup de min ; which, if successful, would enable him to 
sever the forces of the enemy and beat them in detail. 
All his preparations were made with this view and no 
criticism which omits to take this fact into account can 
possess the smallest value. 

At the time General MEADE ordered an advance of 
his army, the position of the two corps which now com- 
pose the rebel army of Northern Virginia, was as fol- 
lows: The corps of EwEtt held a line running nearly 
north and south, and extending from a point on the 
Rapidan toward Orange Court House. The corps of 
Hitt was in the vicinity of and south of Orange Court 
House—separated from EWE.w’s by several miles. The 
direction of Ewett’s line left the lower fords un- 
covered. General MEADE’s plan, accordingly, was to 
cross at the lower fords and push his columns rapidly 
in the direction of Orange Court House, thus guining 
the interval between EWELL and Hitt, and enabling 
him to beat them in detail. 

The execution of this plan was, as already intimated, 
essentially of the nature of a coup de main, based on 
a precise mathematical calculation of the elements of 
time and space, of the kind for which NApotzon 
was so famous, and dependent absolutely for its suc- 
oess on a rigorous execution of all the foreordained 
movements in the foreordained time and way. All 
General MEADE’s combinations were modeled in ac 
cordance with this plan. He cut himself entirely 
loose from his base of supplies, providing ten days’ 
rations, and relying on his meditated success to open 
up new lines of communication for a further advance. 

In the position occupied by the army at the moment 
the advance was inaugurated, the distance to Old Ver- 


fect the premeditated division of the rebel army—was 
from twenty to twenty-five miles. Gengral Mzapr 
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ders would be able to march this distance in thirty 
hours. The advance was begun on the morning of the 
26th. He calculated his army would reach the desig- 
nated point by the evening of the 27th. 

Without designating the several lines of march of 
the various corps, it is enough to say that the morning 
of the 27th found the army only across the Rapidan. 
Twenty-four hours had passed, and only half the dis- 
tance had been accomplished. The army was now 
pushed forward with greater rapidity. Early in the 
afternoon General WARREN came up with the enemy, 
and began developing his strength by a brisk skirmish, 
but was ordered not to make a serious attack until 
FRENcn’s corps (the 3d) should come up. 

But Frencn’s corps did not come up. Various 
difiiculties delayed it, and it had the misfortune to take 
the wrong road, which brought it face to face with 
JOHNSON’S division of EWELL’s corps, and this held 
it in check, again delaying its progress. But this mis- 
hap did more. It disclosed the plan of General MEADE 
and caused EwELt to plant his force across the turn- 
pike, thus preventing WARREN’s advance. 

To repair, if possible, the delay, General MEADE 
sent an order to NEwrTon’s corps (the Ist) to come 
up and support WARREN. This was promptly obeyed, 
but it was dark before he reached the point. In the 
meantime SEDGWICK’s corps arrived and was posted to 
the right of WARREN. This was the best General 
MEADE could do, but it was unavailing. His plan 
was completely unmasked to the enemy, and in that 
very fact was frustrated. Had General Frencu been 
able to get up tothe support of WARREN he would 
have been able to advance and seize the impregnable 
position beyond Mine Run. But he did not get up; 
WARREN was held in check by Ewett; Hitt was 
able to come up and form a junction with EWELL, and 
the consolidated rebel army formed its line of battle 
in the unassailable position which we should have 
had. 


This position was one of rare strength, even among 
the splendid defensive positions of Virginia. The 
rebel line was formed on a series of ridges, with 
enfilading positions for batteries, while in front 
stretched the marsh of Mine Run, and the enemy had 
further strengthened the position artificially. In 
every respect it seems to have been a perfect parallel 
to the Austrian position at Lowositz. 

Saturday was spent in a detailed reconnoissance of 
the enemy’s position. Sunday was an interval of 
silence. General WARREN had carefully reconnoitred 
the enemy’s right, and reported confidently of his 
ability to carry it. It was determined to make the 
assault on Monday morning. To ensure the success 
of WARREN'S attack of the enemy’s right, that Gene- 
ral had been furnished with twodivisions of the Third 
and one division of the Sixth corps. On examining 
the enemy’s position more carefully, however, Gene- 
ral WARREN came to the conclusion that he could not 
carry it without an immense sacrifice of life. This 
unexpected intelligence being communicated to Gene- 
ral Mean, he resolved to postpone the attack. 

But to postpone was to abandon it. All the plans 
and preparations had been conditioned on a rapid, 
vigorous offensive, and on success. The supplies were 
nearly exhausted, and a single day’s rain would 
embargo the army in a perilous position. The army 
was accordingly drawn back in safety across the 
Rapidan. 

We have no intention to enter into any detailed 
criticism of the events here recorded, nor to discrimi- 
nate what was fault and what misfortune. The delays 
of FRENCH were an immense misfortune, and General 
WARREN was very unhappy in having formed a pre- 
mature judgment. General MEADE’s plan was superb. 
It was defeated by untoward fortune—a mishap that 
has repeatedly befallen the greatest commanders in 
the world. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 


Wirnovt in the least overshooting the mark we 
think we can say that a budget of more vast, extend- 
ed and successful military operations was never crowd- 
ed into so narrow a compass as that in which Secre- 
tary STANTON has succeeded in condensing his Report 
of the conduct of the war for the past year. If, how- 
ever, the Secretary's review of the year’s work is 
brief and concise, it is not for want of material, but on 
account of the very embarras des richesses. Volumes 
will be required by the future historian to fitly chroni- 








rapidly indicated in this official document. We print 
Mr. Sranton’s report entire in another part of this 
journal. 

The Secretary of War gives us no interior views of 
the military events of the past year. Those who pur- 
sue it to discover the explanation of much that re. 
mains obscure in the conduct of the war will look in 
vain. His report is a simple resumé of facts which are 
quite on the surface, and which, with a rare exception 
or two, have been already quite familiar to the genera] 
public. He opens with a brief glance at the field 
operations of the year, and congratulates the country 
upon our military achievements, the brilliancy of 
which, he says, has not been surpassed in any age. 

The Western successes are referred to in terms of 
high eulogy; but the operations of the opposing 
armies in Virginia are said to leave them without na- 
tional advaniage to either side, and the forces under 
MEADE and LEE occupy now the same relative posi- 
tions as at the date of his last report. Nevertheless, 
in a survey of the whole field it is found that the forces 
of the National Government are now firmly planted 
on the soil of every insurgent State. And as a 
practical proof of the progress already made, Mr. 
STANTON is able to announce a reduction of over 
two hundred millions of dollars in the war esti- 
mates for the ensuing fiscal year. 

The question of the exchange of prisoners is re- 
viewed with some fulness; but the Secretary's pre- 
sentation adds no new facts to the statement put forth 
by General Hircucock. The evidence regarding the 
bad faith and violation of the cartel on the part of the 
Confederate authorities is very plainly put, and will 
secure popular sympathy with the firm stand our Goy- 
ernment has determined to take. 

Notwithstanding the known imperfections of the 
conscription act, Secretary STANTON thinks the prac- 
tical test has demonstrated it to be ‘‘ an efficient means 
‘* for recruiting the armies.’’ It gave us fifty thousand 
soldiers. The most important defect of the enactment 
as it stands is the three hundred dollars commutation 
clause. While recognizing to how great an extent this 
provision is a practical nullification of the system, Mr. 
STANTON does not pronounce any opinion as to the 
desirability of repealing it; but states that the matter 
will be submitted to Congress. 

The formerly much-debated question as to the mili- 
tary capacity of the blacks is regarded by the Secretary 
as having been definitively settled in their favor. 
‘The slave has proved his manhood and his capacity 
‘*as an infantry soldier at Milliken’s Bend, at the as- 
‘**sault on Port Hudson, and the storming of Fort 
** Wagner.’’ In the cavalry and artillery arms he 
thinks them equally apt and available. He recom- 
mends that, in pay and bounty, they be put upon the 
same footing as white troops. 

Of the numerous minor topics included in this Re- 
port, it is unnecessary here to speak. All loyal men 
will unite in the aspiration of Mr. Stanton that the 
next Annual Report of the War Department may be 
able to announce the ‘‘ complete overthrow of the re- 
‘*bellion, and the establishment of the Union ona sure 
‘* foundation in all the bounds of the United States. 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


WE print in another part of this journal the entire 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, and we need 
scarcely do more than direct the attention of our read- 
ers to a document of so much interest and importance. 
We hope in future issues to be able to take up in de- 
tail the numerous questions presented by the report, 
and for the present can do no more than glance at its 
more salient points. 

The Secretary begins by remarking that the naval 
operations of the past year have been more varied, 
arduous and extensive than any ever before under the 
Government. First, we have the work of the block- 
ade—a blockade covering a stretch of 3549 miles, and 
extending from Alexandria to the Rio Grande. We 
need not remark that this is the most colossal work of 
the kind ever attempted. It will be remembered that, 
when at the commencement of hostilities it was pro- 
posed to seal up this vast extent of coast, the idea was 
scouted by the European press as preposterous. But, 
not only has a blockade of this extended seaboard, 
acknowledged “ effective’ within the technical defin- 
ition of the term, been sustained during the whole 
course of the war, but its stringency has been latterly 








reasonably calculated that each of the corps comman- 
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these results, which form so important an element in | 
| construction during the past year, nothing is said of 


the means employed for the extinction of the material 


power of the rebellion, the country is indebted to the | 
vigilance, vigor and daring of the officers of our sever- | 
to whom the Secretary pays 


al blockading squadrons, 
a high and deserved tribute. 

In connection with the operations of the South At- 
lantic Squadron, Secretary WELLEs enters into some 
important statements respecting the attack on the forts 
of Charleston harbor, by Admiral Dupont. Among 


these is the new and interesting fact that the relieving | 


of that officer, after the failure of the attack of the 
7th of April, was at his own request. ‘‘ Rear-Ad- 
miral Dupont,’’ says the Secretary, ‘‘ having express- 
“eda willingness to relinquish the position which he 
‘thad occupied for eighteen months, Rear-Admiral 
‘“ AnpREW H. Foote was detached to relieve him.’’ 
This will be most gratifying intelligence to thousands 
who were disposed to indulge in bitter commentsonthe 
removal of an officer whose services to the country 
are justly regarded as second to those of no other man 
in the service, and whose assault of Sumter with the 
iron fleet, though unsuccessful, is looked upon as one 
of the most daring and brilliant feats in naval annals. 
The failure to renew the attack is attributed to the 
apprehension of the inability of the iron-clads ‘‘ to 
‘withstand the storms of the season and the fire of 
“the rebel batteries;’’ but the Secretary expresses 
the opinion that the attack in April, and the slow oper- 
ations of the protracted siege of over five months, have 
illustrated and proved ‘‘ both the resisting and attack- 
‘ting power of the monitors.’’ Since the fleet has re- 
mained inside the bar not a siugle blockade-runner has 
succeeded in reaching the city, and in achieving this 
result, Secretary WHERS ¢ seems to think the chief 
point ho been gained, as ‘‘in a military or strategic 
‘* view Charleston is of iil importance. ”’ 

We next come to the exhibit of the actual naval 
foree, and the facts presented are certainly very striking. 
Atthe commencement of this administration it consist- 
ed of 76 vessels, and of these only 42 were in Commis- 
sion. We now have 588 vessels carrying 4,443 guns, 
and representing a tonnage of 467,967 tons! The in- 
crease since last year is 161 vessels and 1175 guns. It 
is certainly not too much to say that this sudden crea 
tion of so vast a naval force is unparalleled in history. 
The Secretary justly remarks that it has elevated the 
nation to the position of a first-class naval power. 

The all-important and yet difficult and delicate 
question of improvements in naval vessels is next dis- 
cussed in a very fair, judicious manner. While recog- 
nizing the thorough transformation which has taken 
place in the character of naval warfare since the in- 
troduction of armored ships of heavy armament, the 
Secretary justly states that the problem is yet in an 
‘‘ experimental ’’ stage. The Monitor class of armored 
ships, which is the type we have most thoroughly 
tested, is several times mentioned with approval. 
‘*They have,’’ says Secretary WELLES, ‘‘ proved 
‘themselves to be well adapted for harbor defence and 
* coast service, and in some emergencies these vessels, 
‘* from their great powers of endurance, have shown 
‘* themselves to be efficient and serviceable in offensive 
‘* operations.’’ Elsewhere he remarks that they “ will 
‘* perform not only all that should be expected of them 
‘*to make our harbors secure, but, when of enlarged 
* capacity, may supersede ships of higher pretensions,” 
though we confess we are ignorant what class of ships 
the Secretary here alludesto. <A similar ambiguity 
also attaches to the seemingly-important statement 
which follows: ‘‘To maintain our rightful maritime 
‘‘ position, and for predominance upon the ocean, ves- 
‘sels of greater size than any turreted vessel yet com- 
‘* pleted may be essential.’’ The dubiety here rests on 
the point whether these ‘‘ vessels of greater size than 
‘‘any turreted vessel yet completed ’’ are to be them- 
selves turreted or of another model. The end which 
the contemplated vessels are designed to attain, how- 
ever—namely, ‘‘ predominance upon the ocean ’’— 
would imply that a different class of vessels from the 
Monitors is designed ; as, with all the valuable qualities 
for harbor defence conceded to these ships, no one 
" claims that they have either sea-going or sea-fighting 
capacity. And yet we cannot help expressing a cer- 
tain regret that, in face of the Secretary’s theoretical 
recognition of the fact that the problem of iron naval 
architecture is yet in its ‘‘experimental’’ stage, his 
Practical action should limit the construction of 
'ron-clads to the Monitor model alone. While the re- 

port mentions twenty single-turret iron-clads and two 
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double-turret iron-clads as having been placed under 


the building of more broadside iron- clads, notwith- 
| standing the strikingly satisfactory results given by the 
| New Ironsides. 

As subsidiary and yet very important subjects, the 
Secretary touches on the necessity of a new Navy Yard 
_and additional facilities for the construction of iron 
| vessels and machinery ; the expediency of establishing 

a Naval Dépét ; Yard and Foundry at some accessible 
and suitable point on one of the rivers in the valley of 
| the Mississippi; the education of engineers; the pro- 
| motion of volunteer prs hey necessity of encourag- 
ing the sup ply of seamen ; the defects of our present 
laws in relation to prizes ; em marine corps, and the 
importance of legislative action on the subject of lights 
and signals at sea. We shall return to the discussion 
of these various topics at future occasions. 


TW iCl ‘E-FOUGHT FIELDS. 

Tar student of history is continually struck with 
the manner in which war, largely endowed with “‘ the 
‘‘ organ of locality,’’ returns again and again to the 
fields of his former glory, to renew his youth on the 
very spots where he has already had the sweet savor of 
holocausts, which 

“Shed before his shrine the blood ho deems most sweet.’ 











Not to invade the domains of ancient history, what 
stories do the valleys of the Danube and of the Po 
tell of twice and even thrice-fought fields among their 
numerous tributaries! Flanders is red with the life- 
streams, and mossy with the legends, of great kings, 
gallant knights and splendid armies which have bat- 
tled generation after generation upon her plains. 

Poictiers witnessed the quick, powerful blows of 
Kant MARTEL, as with his iron hammers he smote 
the turbaned Saracen, and drove Islam ‘‘ howling to 
‘his gods ;’’ and again it saw the glorious deeds which 
have made the name of the BLAck PRINCE, albeit 
never a king, greater than that of his father, Epwanp 
THE Tuirp. Antwerp, resisting and finally surren- 
dering to the splendid war-making of ALEXANDER 
FARNESE, Prince of Parma, again in our time suffered 
siege at the hands of the French, in 1832, and was 
taken by Marshal Gerarp. Constantinople is a not- 
able instance of recurrent war. Besieged twenty-four 
times, it was taken by six conquerors,—ALCIBIADES, 
SEVERUS, CONSTANTINE, DANDOLO, MICHAEL PAL@- 
Loaus and MowAmMepD II. 

Leipsic beheld the energetic valor, and Lutzen 
heard the dying groan of the great Gustavus, before 
they witnessed the falling star of NAPOLEON’s destiny. 

Vienna looks out upon the Marchfeld as the scene 
of battle carnage in the days of barbarous Germans, 
of cruel emperors of the houses of Saxony, Franconia 
and Hohenstaufen, and when NAPOLEON THE GREAT 
conquered victory at Essling, Aspern and Wagram. 

Paris, besieged often in earlier days, in the ‘‘ War 
‘of the Public Weal,’’ of which Mr. Kirke is now 
writing so brilliantly in his ‘‘ History of Charles the 
‘* Bold,’’ was twice occupied by the allies—in 1814 
and 1815; and it may be that when the present Em- 
PEROR invites the European Congress to meet there 
it is that he thinks the allied sovereigns know the 
way so well. 

The route of General Scorr to the conquest of the 
city of Mexico was essentially the same as that of 
Cortez; our soldiers passed over some of the same 
causeways, and took the same capital, and the coinci- 
dences of the two campaigns, in detail, are remark- 
able. 

But this kind of history is repeating itself in our 
own war. Look at the valley of the Shenandoah, 
Harper’s Ferry, Winchester, the double invasion of 
Pennsylvania, the occupation of Chambersburgh. 
See how geography compels the subsidiary action of 
mere military strategy, on the Rappahannock and 
Rapidan. 

The field of Corinth was twice fought. Fredericks- 
| burgh was not less the aim of attack in the battle 
lof Chancellorsville, than when BuRNSIDE made his 
| devoted corps battering rams, and proved, what many 
| knew before, that iron and stone were harder than 
human heads, and the initial velocity of projectiles 
swifter than the double-quick of the lightest infantry. 

Bull Run numbers its two disastrous battles, and it is 
due to the forecast, cool caution and common sense of 
General MEADE that, instead of a third defeat on that 
field, warned by the fate of Pops, he out-generalled 
Lex, and won the battle of Bristoe Station. 











And so it must be. Strategy and tactics both de- 
pend for practical success upon a subordination to geo- 
graphic and topographic laws, and great battlefields in 
the world’s history are often consecrated by this recur- 
rence of strife at distant intervals, because both armies 
tacitly agree that just there their grievances are to be 
settled, and their quarrel fought out. 

There is one battle that we want to see twice fought ; 
one field that we wish much to place in the same his- 
toric category. We mean Richmond. Once our 
armies encircled it, and the day of final attack was 
even announced. We may now feel sure that the 
end of the Rebellion will be fairly reached, when vic- 

140) perches upon our banners on the twice-fought 
fcldof Richmond. ° 

Upon the maintenance of that city the rebels have 
staked every thing; they have announced it to the 
world as their capital ; in it are¢heir archives, insignia, 
regalia. It is almost as though they had said to us, 
‘When you succeed in taking this, we must succumb ; 
‘*when once more a well-appointed army is within 
‘* sicht of our spires, flushed with success and deter- 
‘* mined to conquer, we abandon our arms, and when 
‘‘they are abandoned, the rebellion is at an end.’’ 
And then, God grant that a lasting peace, on the 
strong foundations of a National Constitution, no more 
to be attacked by false applications of State Rights, 
render it unnecessary and unpatriotic for us to number 
among our historic curiosities any more ‘‘ twice-fought 
** fields.”’ 


A CORRESPONDENT asks: 1. What is the differ- 
ence, in the United States service, between cashiering 
and dismissing ? 2. Should the votes of the members 
of a court-martial on the finding be preserved, and if 
preserved, what should be done with them ? 

There is a vagueness in the terms used to denote the 
dishonorable separation of an officer from the Army, 
such as cushiered, dismissed, dropped, struck from the 
rolls, &c. But the usage in the British service makes 
a real distinction, which, without decided explanation, 
we have adopted. Cushier, from the French casser, 
to break,—and having original reference to the break- 
ing of an officer’s sword as a disgrace—implies in itself 
dishonor, and it is always so considered. The case 
mentioned by Benet (p. 44) of a British officer whose 
punishment was mitigated by being commuted from 
cashicring to dismissal, will illustrate this. Dismissal 
does not in itself imply dishonor; since we con- 
stantly read of officers being honorably dismissed— 
corresponding to the honorable discharge of soldiers. 
The term dropped is applied to cases where officers 
have been guilty of such conduct as does not even seem 
to need trial by a court; where a disbursing officer re- 
fuses to hand in and settle his accounts; or where he 
abseonds and cannot be got at. It is believed that no 
clearer distinction can be made, asthe articles of war 
are loose on this point. 

With regard to the individual votes of members of 
courts-martial on the finding, the practice is universal 
of destroying them, and leaving to the memory of 
members and judge-advocate alike what those votes 
were. This we believe to be entirely just; and if any 
one concerned is afterwards called up “‘ to give evidence 
‘‘ thereof by a court of justice in due course of law,”’ 
—which is very seldom the case—we do not see why his 
memory should not be considered the proper authority 
as in other cases of evidence. One great charm of 
military justice is its abstract impersonality, and usage 
has sanctioned the destruction of the individual votes, 
as adding to this. 














WE are compelled this week to sacrifice our usual 
variety of contents, to make place for the long reports 
of the Secretaries of War and of the Navy. We 
have on hand other important official documents, which 
we are obliged to leave over for another week. 


Since General Meigs has been at the West, the officers 
of the Government have had an especial eye to the manage- 
ment of the Quartermaster’s Department, and frauds are 
reported to have been discovered. Some arrests have 
already been made. 

Masor-General Garfield, late s chief of of staff to Major-Gene- 
ral Rosecrans, but now Representative to Congress from 
Ohio, drew the first choice of seats at the opening of Con- 
gress. =a 
Governor Seymour ar ond ‘Becretary Stanton have agreed 
upon a commission to ascertain the just quota of New York 
and to inquire into the disproportionate enrolment in the 
several Congressional districts. 
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TRAINING SHIPS. 
EDUCATED SEAMEN AND WARRANT OFFICERS. 

Lw a former number we essayed to give a few rough ideas 
in regard to the improvement of the personnel of the Navy. 
We then considered those men alone who alrea‘ly serve in 
our little improvised squadrons ; but to effect any real and 
permanent good we must begin at the beginning and edu- 
cate boys for the lower grades just as we do for the higher. 
The Naval School for officers of the line is admitted to be a 
great suceess ; let us now go one step farther and have a 
school for the seamen and subordinate officers. 

About thirty-five years ago, the French Government 
undertook, partly as a matter of charity, the education of 
the sons of deceased seamen and petty officers. The youths 
at a certain age were received on board of old men-of-war 
converted into school ships, and there carefully instructed 
in the rudiments of a common education, in seamanship 
and in gunnery. This system, founded on sound principles, 
and governed by wise regulations, soon germinated and 
grew apace, till now it forms one of the most important 
features of that navy. As one means of manning the Navy 
it forms part of the most perfect system that has yet been 
devised ; one strong proof of which is that England, ren- 
dered more than ever anxious on the subject of naval im- 
provement, hastened to adopt it from her neighbor and 
rival. 

It may be briefly stated in explanation of the French 
system, that boys are taken on board the training ships and 
thoroughly educated as men-of-war’s men. At the expira- 
tion of their term they go to sea, where twice a year they 
are obliged by law to be examined as to their proficiency 
and improvement, and those deemed worthy are promoted. 
Thus they go step by step to fill the highest grade in their 
line—that of warrant officer ; and, indeed, in this position 
they are eligible to a commission and a place on the quar- 
ter-deck. 

They have, therefore, in that service at the present tume 
a largo corps of fino petty officers, many of whom have 
boen reared in the service, who are perfectly familiar with 
all their various duties, with the discipline and routine of 
the service, and with their ships and officers; who are not 
ignorant of the history of their navy, its songs and tradi- 
tions, and who belong to the service as much as the com- 
missioned officer docs, and with the same proud feeling of 
attachment. ‘There is also a body of warrant officers who 
add to all this an intelligent familiarity with the dutics of 
their office, and the theoretical and practical parts of their 
profession. ‘The great value to a navy of two such bodies 
of men, whether in time of war or during peace, can hardly 
be over-estimated. Taken in an economical point of view, 
it is entitled to the highest consideration: viewed in con- 
nection with our Naval Academy, the adoption of such a 
system by us would seem to leave but little undone for the 
placing of our Navy in the best possible condition. French 
officers speak in the highest terms of this plan of bringing 
up boys, and declare it to be fully equal to every condition 
us @ means of manning the navy in the best and surest 
way. 

It may not be out of place here to give a glance at those 
officers whose warrants are within the reach of every body 
who enters a training ship. 

The Premier Maitre is the highest rank which that class 
of officers known with us as warrant or forward officers can 
ordiaarily attain. Of this rank there are four different 
grades, viz.: the maitre de maneuvre, or boatswain ; mitre 
canonier, or gunner ; the capitaine d’armes, and the maitre 
de timonerie, all of which on board large ships are premier 
maitres, or first masters. The two first officers are in almost 
all respects similar to ours, so far as their general duties are 
concerned, but not in respect to education and attainments, 
the French being superior as a general rule. The duties of 
a coptaine d’armes are numerous and important, and not dis- 
similar in some respects to those ef our master-at-arms, 
though far more comprehensive. He has, for example, the 
charge of all the small-arms in the ship, and it is his duty 
to drill the small-arms men. On board of a large ship, he 
is an indispensable functionary, and exercises, as with us, a 
very decided influence on the discipline. It is evident that 
to fill such an office well requires a man of peculiar charac- 
ter and ability, and one who is thoroughly conversant with 
the character of seamen. The office is therefore sufficiently 
elevated to make it an object of ambition to the class of men 
best qualified to fill it. 

Our practice differs from the French in this particular, 
and the two methods serve as an index to the two services. 
Their master-at-arms is educated for his place; ours, such as 
they are, are picked up at random. 

Were our signal quarter-masters to receive warrants, and 
become forward officers, they would be equivalent to the 
chefs de timonerie of the French. In their service this de- 
partment is considered of the highest importance, though it 
does not comprehend more than with us, viz: ‘The entire 
charge of everything relating to the steering gear, sounding 
and signalling. Why this department should be considered 
go important, and be placed in charge of a warranted officer, 
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we may not readily understand ; simply for the reason that 
we have not been much accustomed to serving in fleets of 
fifteen or twenty line-of-battle ships. Where they are con- 
stantly manceuvring, where hundreds of signals, both day 
and night, are made during the twenty-four hours, and where 
everythmg is done with an alacrity and precision which is 
one of the most striking features of the French navy of the 
present day. 

The men of the tiimonerie department are more newly as- 
sociated with the officers than any others of the ship; are 
more assimilated to them, and it is generally through this 
grade that young men pass in becoming oflicers; for a lad 
missing the naval school by over age or other reason, is by 
no means shut out, as with us, from the hopes of an admi- 
ral’s flag. Of all the promotions made from warrant officers 
to lieutenants, the great majority, or in fact all, are from 
the tiimonerie. 

The iacitre charpentier and maitre voilier, or carpenter and 
sail-maker, are not warrant officers, and never arrive to be 
in the line of promotion. 

The constant examinations ;oing on in the French ser- 
vice, aud the consequent promotions, have the cffect of stimu- 
lating ambition to the utmost. ‘['wice a yeur such examina- 
tions take place for the promotion of seamen and petty offi- 
cers. Indeed, throughout their entire system the French 
seem to recognize and practice the wisdom of the an- 
cient apothegm, that we should reward merit as well as 
punish vice. 

It may be still remembered, by persons conversant with 
naval affairs, in what an agony of spirit England was plunged 
because of her inability, in time of need, to man her fine 
ships. According to the report of the First Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, the Ganges (84) remained in harbor 110 days before 
completing her crew. The Diadem, screw frigate, commis- 
sioned in August, 1857, was detained 155 days. The Renown, 
a 90-gun screw, was detained 172 days, and then sailed 42 
men short of her complement ; and so of many others. 

“This is a state of things,” remarks an English writer 
who seems to have given some attentiou to the subject, 
“which cannot be allowed to continue.”” “In 1852, what 


“ was then, and has been since, termed the ‘ continuous ser- 


“ vice system,’ was first introduced. Under it seamen were 
“ engaged upon certain advantageous stipulations to enter 
“ for a period of ten years. This plan has now been in ope- 
“ vation about ten years, but it cannot be said to have worked 
“ satisfactorily, nor to have given the country such a body 
“of well-trained and efficient men as was anticipated. It 
‘seems therefore, that even in time of peace some modifica- 
“tion must be introduced into this system of voluntary re- 
“cruiting.” “With this view,” the article goes on to say, 
“ a royal commission was issued, and Lords Hanpwicke and 
“Cnanpos, Mr. W. S. Linpsay, Messrs. Canpweitit, Mar- 
“vin, ELpuinsrons, Surpuenp, and GREEN, were appointed 
“to examine witnesses and thoroughly investigate the sub- 
“ ject in order to ascertain what remedy could be devised.” 
Accordingly, in February, 1859, their report appeared, bear- 
ing evidence of great labor to all concerned in the inquiry. 
“'The commissioners seem to have approved of the ‘ con- 
“tinuous service system’ as sufficient so long as the country 
“was not at war: in combination, however, with that sys- 
“tem, they consider that the gradual organization of a perma- 
“nent navy must principally depend upon a supply of trained boys. 
“Now, not above 500 or 600 of those lads who annually 
“enter the navy pass previously through the training ships ; 


“they therefore recommend that at least five large vessels, | 


“ of which we have an abundance on our hands, should be 
“stationed at the different ports, forming, as it were, so 
“many marine schools.” The report contains other sug- 
gestions on the same subject, some of which are of great 
value, but it is necessury to our present purpose to notice 
that already quoted alone. 

The system recommended by the commissioners in regard 
to training up boys has been fully carried out. Accordingly, 


we find the Boscawen, an old liner, in Southampton Water; | 


the Inplacable and Impregnable (cighty’s) at Devonport ; the 
old St. Vincent, at Portsmouth ; the Wellestey (74) at Chat- 
ham, &e., &c., all in full and successful operation as training 
ships. Indeed, they have carried the plan even further, and 
are providing for a strong reserve to draw upon in time of 
sudden emergency ; as the Winchester sloop-of-war, for ex- 
ample, stationed at Aberdeen, and used as a drill-ship for 


the Royal Naval Reserve; the Brilliant at Dundee, the | 


Castor at North Shields, &c. 

Now here is an experiment which has been fully tested 
by the two great Naval Powers and found to be perfectly 
successful. We need no better or further proof of its value: 
let us hasten, then, to import it into our own service. Is 
our system of manning the Nayy so perfect that it cannot 
be mended? We have, it is true, an admirable plan of re- 


serve in the bounty paid fishermen of the Eastern States; | 
but it has, like the beautifully-contrived Chinese steam en- | 


gine, but one slight fault—it wont work. Neither the Sadine 
nor the Viegea were overrun with fishermen during their 
Eastern tour. 

The subject is important, and we shall recur to it again 
next week. 


ENGLISH FIELD ARTILLERY. 


THE ARMSTRONG SYSTEM. 

WE gave last week an historical sketch of the Armstrong 
gun. We will pursue the subject, stating, with more partic. 
ularity, some of the “ facts,”’ in order to comment upon 
them. 

The English government first experimented upon rifled 
ordnance in 1851, with the oval-bored, muzzle-loading, cast. 
iron gun of Mr. Lancaster. Although this system of riflin 
has succeeded moderately well in small arms, (the whole of 
the English Engineer Corps being armed with them), it docs 
not appear to have succeeded for artillery purposes. It was 
tried chiefly with the 8-inch gun, weighing 10,460 Ibs., 
the smooth-bore 68-pounder, rifled, throwing shell of 
seventy-five lbs., and was wanting in accuracy and precj- 
sion, while the gun was unequal to the strain imposed upon 
it. 

In 1804, Sir Wittiam AxnmstronG proposed his system 
of artillery, and in March, 1856, his first gun, a 3=pounder, 
was ready fur experiment. In November, this same gun 
It containgd 
eight grooves, having a turn of one in twelve feet, and 
weighed about 560 Ibs. 
(nearly 3? calibres), with a charge of one-eighth the weight 
of the shell. 
gards aecuracy and penetration: At 1,500 yards, fourteen 
shots were fired, with an elevation of 4° 26", at a butt five 
foet wide, seven feet six inches high. 
employed to get the range, the remaining eight struck the 
butt, the mean deflection from the centre line being 115 
inches. The butt was a block of elm 3 feet “thick, in 6 
thicknesses of 6 inches each, bolted together. 
passed through, one glanced, and the other six penetrated 
from 2 feet 6 inches to 2 fect 9 inches. 
placed 80 feet apart, and 22 shells were fired, at 1,500 yards, 
from the first, and 4 shells and three shot at 2,000 yards, 
6° clevation.) Thoro were fifty-one holes in the front tar- 
get, 164 in the rear target, and 70 in the ground between. 

The 18-pounder, then ordered and constructed, weighed 
1,344 Ibs, the old cast-iron smooth-bore 18-pounder weigh- 
ing 4,700 Ibs. It was experimented upon in connection 
with the old English 9-pounder brass gun, weighing 1,512 
Ibs. In order to obtain a correct measure of their respect- 
ive values, the following mode was adopted. Forty rounds 
were fired from each gun, this number being supposed to 
be sufficiently great to include every form of error in its 
proper proportion. The range of each shot in yards, andits 
duration in inches, were then measured on the ground, a 
mean range anda mean deviation established, and a rec- 
tangle calculated such that if any two shots were fired from 
the gun, the probability would be that one would fall within 
the rectangle. This was called the probable rectangle 
The probable rectangle of the rifled 18-pounder, at a mean 
range of 1019 yards, wac 23.1 yards long by 30.6 inches 
broad; and that of the 9-pounder, at a mean range of 935 
yards, was 147.2 yards long by 327.6 inches broad, being 
sixty times as large as the probable rectangle of the rifled 
gun. 

The result of these experiments was the substitution 
throughout the English service of the rifled 12-pounder of 
950lbs. for mounted batteries, instead of the 9-pounder 
smooth-bore of 1512 lbs., and the 24-pounder howitzer of 
1416 Ibs., and the rifled 9-pounder of 674 lbs. for other bat- 
teries, instead of the 6-pounder smooth-bore of 672 Ibs. and 
the 12-pounder howitzer of 7441bs. Of the former guns, 
392 are in the land service and 178 in the navy, and of the 
latter 66 are in use in 11 batteries of horse artillery. 

Sir Witittam Armstrono, who naturally desires to give 
| as wide limits a3 possible to the system of artillery which 
| bears his name, defines his system as consisting in, first, the 
| construction of the gun by means of welded coiled hoops, 
| the guns being either muzzle or breech-loading ; second, the 
| system of rifling by means of a large number of small saw- 
ecth grooves ; and, third, the use of a soft-coated projectile 
| The field guns are all breech-loading guns, and the Am- 
| strong gun is generally considered to mzan a brecch-loading 

gun ; the application of his system of construction to muzzle- 
| loading guns having been undertaken only in consequence 
| of the complete failure of his system of brecch-loading for 
all sizes of guns above 110-pounders—and its comparative 
failure at that. 

The advantages claimed for this system of guns are 
strength, durability, precision, range, uniformity and dis- 

tinctness of projectile. ‘The disadvantages urged against it 
| by its opponents are those general objections urged against 
| all breech-loading guns—the liability in this special system 
| toa breakage of the vent-pieces, the loss of ricochet in can- 
| non with all rifled guns, its great expense, and that guns, 
| projectiles and fuses require too great a nicety of construc- 
| tion and are too easily put out of order to be serviceable in 
| war. Its strength is said to be proved by the following 
| facts: “A 12-pounder gun was thus tested. 100 rounds 
| “were fired in quick succession, then 30 rounds with double 
' 
| 


was bored up to a 5-pounder, (1.75 bore). 
The projectile was 6tin. long, 


The following results were obtained, as re 


The first six were 


One shot 


Two targets were 





“ charges and cylinders, progressing in weight up to 120]bs., 
“ and the result of this trial was considered as proving that 
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“it was practically impossible to burst a gun in ordinary 
“ service.” 

The strength of a gun must be considered in connection 
with its expense. A muzzle-loading gun constructed by the 
Armstrong process must necessarily be more expensive than 
the simply-constructed ordnance gun, and much more so 
than the Parrott. When the expense of a complicated 
breech-loading arrangement is added, the balance of econo- 
my is evidently very largely in favor of the American guns, 
and a very extensive practical experience in actual warfare 
has proved that these guns are fully equal to all the require- 
ments of the most difficult service. If, therefore, the Anm- 
srrone system produces stronger guns, the additional expense 
entailed is useless, because no object is gained by having 
guns stronger than strong enough. Had the Armstrong 
system succeeded in the larger natures of guns, and the 
simpler systems failed, it would to that extent be a great ad- 
vantage, but the reverse of this is the case. Pannorr suc- 
cessfully constructs 300-pounders, while ArMstRoNG is but 
partially successful with 100-pounders, and fails completely 
with all larger guns. 

In proof of the durability of the Armstrong gun, it is 
stated that one gun has been fired 3,263 rounds, one 1,953, 
one 1,515, one 1,911, and ono 1,416 rounds, giving an aver- 
age of 2,000 rounds cach without injury. Out of 636 guns 
issued and in use, and from which an average of 95 rounds 
per gun had been fired, only 13 had been returned for re- 
pairs, 2 of which were very slightly damaged, 11 seriously. 
The damage to 7 of these 11 arose from defects in early 
onstructions, since obviated. Of the remaining 4, 3 had 
proved permanently unserviceable. The samo argument 
applies to this point: the Armstrong gun may be durable, 
but the very much severer tests of actual service have proved 
our guns to be so too, and they are very much cheaper. 

The range and precision are said to be very great. In 
addition to the facts quoted above, it is said that the 12- 
pounder and 40-pounder are certain, at an object 16 feet 
square, at 2,300 yards. The comparative precision of the 
English and American guns could only be ascertained by a 
careful series of experiments. A comparison of the tables 
of ranges of tho two guns shows an almost identical range 
ap to four degrees of elevation, and a slight advantage in 
favor of the American guns at five and six degrees. The 
range of the Armstrong at the latter boing 2,100 yards, and 
of the Parrott 2,250 yards. It is very questionable whether 
beyond this range ficld guns ever produce an effect commen- 
surate with the expenditure of ammunition. 

The Armstrong gun uses but one projectile for all pur- 
poses. It is thus described by its inventors “The projec- 
*‘ tile consists of a very thin cast-iron shell, the interior of 
which is composed of 42 segment-shaped pieces of cast-iron, 
“ built up in layers around acylindrical cavity in the centre, 
‘“‘ which contains the bursting charge and the concussion ar- 
“rangement. The exterior of the shell is thinly coated with 
“lead, which is applied by placing the shell in a mould and 
“ pouring melted lead round it. The lead is allowed to per- 
“‘colate among the segments so as to fill up the interstices, 
“the central cavity being kept open by the insertion of a 
“steel core. In this state the projectile is so compact that 
it might be fired through six feet of hard timber without 
“injury, while the resistance to a bursting force is so small 
“ that less than one ounce of powder is sufficient to break it 
** in pieces.” 

It is claimed that this projectile is the most destructive in 
use. The facts urged in support of this position are too nn- 
merous to mention. ‘They certainly prove a great destruct- 
ive power, which, taken in connection with the great advan- 
tages of using only one projectile instead of four, may per- 
haps justify the claims of this projectile to be considered the 
The chief facts in support 
of this destructiveness are taken from the experience of the 
Chinese war, and could only have happened in the rude 
warfare of those people. Cavalry, when war is conducted 
on sound principles, do not appear in column at 1,500 yards 
from rifled cannon, neither is it possible to kill 16 or 18 gun- 
ners at one gun behind fortifications, both because fortifica- 
ion is better understood by us and by our enemies than by 
the Chinamen, and our artillery, when served behind works, 
requires but four or five men to be even partially exposed. 

With the exception, perhaps, of the projectiles, it is there- 
fore certain that in no respect is our artillery system inferior 
to the Armstrong system ; while the latter, in addition to its 
enormous expense, has all the disadvantages necessarily in- 
cluded in any breech-loading system with many points pe- 
culiar to itself. For field guns no advantage whatever is 
gained by loading at the breech, and such a system could 
never have been adopted by practical soldiers, had the simple 
expanding principles of Suznkut and Hotcwxrss been known. 
The Armstrong has the special disadvantage that the vont- 
Pieces are very liable to split. This is obviated to some ex- 
tent by spare vent-pieces being carried. Any practical ar- 
tillerist who has been through such campaigns as all of our 
armies have made, will readily understand what excessive, 
almost impossible, care and attention are necessary to keep in 
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highly-polished surfaces and the accurate working of screws. 
In returning from Sroyeman’s raid one of the horse bat- 
teries was brought across the Rappahannock when the water 
was so high that the carriage was entirely immersed, the 
lead and swing teams were swimming, and nothing but the 
heads of the wheel horses were visible. Imagine the result 
upon any breech-loading gun. In all accounts of the Arm- 
strong guns, of the experiments which have been made with 
them and of the service which they rendered in China, and 
later in the latenaval fight onthe Japanese coast, admissions 
abound that they exhibit defects and liabilities to derange- 
ments and accidents. And it is very easy to perceive that 
in a difficult campaign these defects, derangements, and ac- 
cidents would render the Armstrong gun, projectile and all, 
inferior, for all‘ the practical purposes of war, to the simpler 
and cheaper muzzle-loading guns which have proved their 
efficiency in every battle-ficld from Bull Run to Gettysburgh 
and Chattanooga. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE BATTLE OF CHICKAMAUGA—THE ORDER 
TO GENERAL WOOD. 
10 the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Sm:—In your issue of the 4th of November there is an 
editorial headed “The Removal of General Rosrcrans.” 
The following extract is taken from that editorial : 

“ When the rebels pierced the right wing (a fatal step, which was 
occasioned by an ambiguously-worded order of a staff officer, which 
occasioned the withdrawal of General Woon’s division from its posi- 
tion in the line of battie) General Rosecrans and Staff were forced 
back in the rout, and separated by the rebels from the right and cen- 
tre of the army.” 

It is believed that you had not seen a copy of the order in 
question when you wrote the editorial, or you would never 
have called it ‘‘an ambiguously-worded order’’—there could 
be no greater mistake. No order could be more plainly and 
clearly worded. As the order and the movements made in 
strict conformity to it have been very considerably discussed, 
and what is more, very much misrepresented, since the battle 
of the Chickamauga, it is believed the public generally, and 
especially your military readers, feel sufficient interest in 
knowing the truth to desire a full explanation to be pub- 
lished. It is confidently believed the following frank state- 
ment invoives the truth. 

In the fight of Saturday, the 19th September, General 
Woop had but two brigades under his command, one of his 
brigades having been left in Chattanooga when the division 
moved out in pursuit of Brace’s army on the 19th of Sep- 
tember. Early in the morning of the 20th, a brigade of 
General Van CueEve's division was placed under General 
Woop’s command. General Woop was then ordered to 
take position in the line on the right of General Brannan’s 
division, and to keep his left closed well against Brannan’s 
right. The further instruction was given to General Woop 
to be prepared to resist an attack, but not to invite one. 
The position assigned to General Woopn’s division had just 
been vacated by Nrctey’s division, which had been ordered 
toward the left. These changes were made in conformity | 
with the orders of the commanding general. To the right | 
of the position in line occupied by General Woov's division | 
came Davis’ and SaHerrpan’s divisions, refused, for the pur- 
pose of securing the right flank by resting it on Missionary 
Ridge. General Brannan’s division, in full line, was next 
on General Woon’s left, and next to General Prannan’s 
division came General Rernof.ps’ division. 

The skirmishers thrown out to cover the front of General 
Woop’s division, on taking its position in line, encountered 
the skirmishers of the enemy, when quite a sharp but brief 
musketry rencontre occurred. It lasted, however, but a 
little while, svon subsiding entirely. Complete and perfect 
quiet prevailed, not only along General Woon’s front, but to 
the extreme right of the line. Nor was the right half of 
General Brannan’s front at all engaged. The fact of the 
absence of all fire on the right half of Brannan’s front, on 
General Woon’s front, and thence to the extreme right, is 
necessary to a just appreciation of General Woon’s situation 
and subsequent movements. But the rattle of musketry 
and the roar of artillery, borne to the right from the centre 
and left, told in unmistakeable language that a fierce con- 
test was going on there. Commencing with the left half of 
General Brannan’s division, and extending to the extreme | 
left of the line, a bloody battle was being fought. Such had 
been the status of the contest for half or three-fourths of an 
hour, when General Woop received the following order : 

Heapqvuarters, D. C., Sept. 20, 10-45. 

srigadier-Gencral Woop, Commanding division, &c. 
The General Commanding directs that you close up on ReyNoups | 
as fastas possible and support him. Respectfully, &c., | 
(signed) Frank 8. Bonn, 

Major and A. D. C. 
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| Woop’s mind. These reflections were the work of an in- 
stant, but they clearly pointed out to General Woop the 
_eourse he should pursue. It was that of instant, prompt 
obedience. 
__ General Woop had received on the field of battle a most 
unportant order, couched in the most peremptory and im- 
| perative language, and his duty as a soldiet required him to 
' give to it a thorough obedience. 
There was neither physical nor moral obstacle in the way 
of carrying the order into immediate execution. That order 
_ had come to General Woop from the very highest authority 
on the field—that of the commanding general himself.- For 
General Woop, under such circumstances, to have delayed 
| obedience, would have been an act of insubordination. ‘To 
have delayed obedience on the hypothesjs that the place then 
occupied in line by General Woon's division would not be 
filled up by other troops would have been most disrespectful 
to the commanding general, as indicating a want of confi- 
| dence in his wisa foresight to meet every emergency. 
_ Hence, it may be repeated with great truth and force, that 
| General Woon’s duty was that of instant obedience. 
| Let it be supposed that General Reynotps had needed 
| support as much as the peremptory and imperative la 
_ of the order General Woop had ived indicated he did 
| (and that he did so need support General Woop had the 
| very highest assurance he could have had, that of the com- 
| manding general’s order); let it be further supposed that 
| General Woop had delayed to obey the order, and that in 
| consequence of the delay General Reynowp’s division had 
| been thrown back and routed, with the loss, as would indu- 
; bitably have occurred, of many lives; what pretext of an ex- 
| cuse or justification could General Woon have offered to the 
| commanding general, to the officers and soldiers of this ar- 
| my, whose long-time comrade in arms he has been, or to 
| the Government and country, whose servant he is, for his 
| unpardonable, guilty delay? None, absolutely none! As 
| already remarked, at the time the order was received, neither 
| General Woop’s division, the troops on the right of it, nor 
| the first brigade on its left, were at all engaged. At such a 
| time, and under such circumstances, could General Woop, 
| would General Woop, have been pardoned for dallying with 
| an order directing him to close up on a certain division as 
| fast as possible and support it, when, judging from the ~ 
| remptory language of the order, that division sorely 
| his support? The answer to this question is obvious. 
| As there was a division between General Woop’s division 
/ and General Reynoxps’ at the time the order was received, 
| it was absolutely physically impossible for the former to 
| obey the order by any other movement than the one he 
actually made. How was General Woop to close up on 
General Reynotvs and support him (as the two divisions 
were then situated with reference to each other,) but by 
| withdrawing a short distance from the line, which is what 
| was done, and passing in rear of General Brannan’s divi- 
sion, to the rear of General Reynoups’ position? General 
Woop had been ordered to close up on General ReyNnoips 
| and support him. It was certain General Woop could not 
| execute the order by remaining where he was; to obey the 
| order it was indispensably necessary he should move his 
| division to the left. At the time General Brannan’s divi- 
sion was in the line of battle, (so he has assured the writer, 
with his left closed against and resting firmly on Gene: 
Reynowps’ right, General Brannan’s division was not en 
echelon. General Woop could not move his division in 
front of General Brannan’s division, because to do 80 
would effectually mask it, and destroy its fire during the 
movement. Besides, to pass in front of General BranNnan’s 
division would expose General Woop’s division to a fire 
from the enemy while it was in motion and without the 
power of reply. Snch a movement would not only have 
been absurd, but criminal and murderous. Moroover, Gen- 
eral Woop was ordered to close up on General Reynoxps. 
He could not do this by moving in front of General Bran- 
NAN, for moving in this way would also have thrown his 
division in advance of General Reynoxps’ position. Gen- 
eral Woop could not run his division over General Bran- 
nan’s to reach General Reynoxps’ position, for the attempt 
would only have thrown both divisions into confusion. 
Hence, the only way left for General Woop to obey the 
imperative and peremptory order he had received, the only 
way to close up on General Reynoxps and support him, was 
by the movement he executed ; namely, by passing in rear 
of General Brannan’s division to the rear of General Rey- 
NoLDs’ position. But it may be remarked, that had General 
Woop attempted the criminal and murderous movement of 





| passing his division in front of General Brannay’s division, 
| or had he attempted the absurd movement of running his 


division over General Brannan’s division, a gap—since his 
division was in line between General ReyNoups’ position 
and General Woops—would equally have been made, as by 
the movement which was executed. But let it be supposed 
fora moment that General Brannan’s division was out of 
the line of battle at the time General Woop received the 
order, and that he could have reached the right of General 


| Reynops’ position by passing over the ground supposed to 
| have been vacated by General Brannan’s division, is it not 
Brigadier-General Woop, | still plain, since General Woop would have been compelled 
Commanding Division.” to move a division front to the left, that a gap would equally 
As sound military principles condemn, as a rule (of course | have been created as by the movement which was executed ? 
there may be exceptional cases), the moving of troops from | Hence, it may be truthfully asserted that there was no pos- 
one part of a line to reinforce another part of the same line, | sible way in which General Woop could have obeyed tho 
and as there was evidence of the presence of a considerable | order he had received without moving his division from the 
hostile force in his front, General Woop felt some embarass- | ground it occupied, which necessarily would have made a 
ment at the instant of the receipt of the order as to how to | gap in the line of battle. . 
act, and his first impulse was to refer to the commanding It must be patent from the preceding remarks that it was 
general for further instructions. But a second reading of | not the manner in which General Woop’s division moved, 
the order called his attention more forcibly to the most pe- | but the moving it ell, that produced the gap in the line of 
remptory and imperative language of the order—an order battle; yet no one would dare say that General Woop would 
directing him to make a certain movement for an assigned | have been justified in remaining where he was after receiv- 
reason ; considering also that as the commanding general ing so imperative and positive an order—an order which’ 
had not designated any position on the field where he or his | left him not the silghtest latitude or discretion. 
representative could habitually be found, and that, hence,| In reply to the assertion that the order is loosely worded, 
the reference to him might cause much delay in the move- | it may be remarked that the order itself does not sustain 
ment; considering also that the severo firing toward tho | the assertion. The order is curt, } roe yn pointed, peremp- 
centre and left indicated with much certainty that the assist- | tory. It is possible it may have failed to communicate to 
ance of General Woon’s division was needed ; and consider- | General Woop the real wishes of the commanding General ; 
ing also that a precedent for the movement had been estab- | but surely there is no intrinsic evidence, no evidence in the 
lished by the withdrawal of General Necuey’s division | order itself, that such was the case. At the time the order 


The order was addressed as follows :— 
6610-45, A. M. Gallop. 





Working order guns which depend upon the close fitting of 


from the very same position and moving it towards the left, | was received it was the only guide General Woop had fer 
all doubt as to what his duty was vanished from General | the regulation of his movements. J 
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OOOO eee e_e_e_S 
vice. But, I think we should recognize the deficiency de- | 


It has been , but not till some time after the 
battle was fought, and not till the order came to be a mat- 
ter of conversation, that General Rosecrans intended to 
direct General Woop to close to the left on General Rey- 
notps’ right, and that the staff officer failed to convey his 
intention. However this may be, General Woop had no 
means whatever of knowing it. The only means he had 





of arriving at a knowledge of General Rosecrans’ intention | 
was the order itself, and surely it would not bear any such | 
construction. To put such a construction on the order | 
would wrench and pervert the plain and simple language of | 
the order out of its ordinary and plain tactical signification ; 
and the truth is, it never, for a moment entered General | 
Woon's mind that any such intention, as is conveyed by | 
this suggession, wag designed to govern his movements. I 
is believed that this is an ample answer, so far as General 
Woon is concerned, to tho suggestion, if indeed any answer 
is required, for he had to do simply with intentions con- 
veyed to him through orders—not with intentions never 
made known to him. But it may be worth while to con- 
sider what would have been the effect of the order, if it had 
directed General Woop to close to the left on General Rey- 
Nouns’ right. It may be most truthfully remarked that 
such an order, since General Brannan’s division (with its 
left resting on General Reynotps’ right) was in line be- 
twoen Generals Woop and Reynotns, would simply have 
beon absurd ; because it would have been utterly impossible 
of execution, as must be plainly obvious to any one who 
considers the relative relations of the threo divisions. This 
supposition, then, casts on General Rosecrans the onus of 
issuing an absurd order—one entirely impossible of execu- 
tion. If it be asserted to relieve him of this charge, that he 
supposed General BRaANNAN’s division was out of line, then, 
it must be confessed he was extraordinarily ignorant of the 
position of his troops and the status of tho battle, for Gen- 
eral BRANNAN’S division was in the line of battle and one 
half of its front af least was engaged with the enemy. 

The object of these remarks is simply to make apparent 
the utter untenableness of the suggestion as to what was 
the intention of Gencral Rosgcrans when he directed the 
order to be sent to General Woop. It may be asserted 
with the utmost truthfulness and sincerity that, on receiving 
the commanding General's order to close up on General 
Reynotps as fast as possible and support him, General 
Woop believed, with the most perfect certainty, that Gen- 
eral ReyNoips reqnired support, and that the commanding 
General desired General Woop’s division to be moved to 
General Reynotps’ assistance in the most expeditious man- 
ner possible. Under this conviction General Woop pro- 
ceeded at once to execute the order rapidly, and in the only 
way that it was possible for it to be done. Fives. 





THE RANK OF THE STAFF. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Srr :—I beg leave to invite attention, through your col- 
umas, to several wvull-known defects in the organization of 
the staff of the Army, and particularly to the anomalous 
position, with respect to rank, of the heads of the staff 
corps at department headquarters. In the gradual reor- 
ganization of the staff which has been forced, from time to 
time, by daily inconvenience, the department staffs have 
been entirely overlooked. No legal provision is made for 
their existence, as such; and they are accordingly detailed, 
as necessity demands, from among the officers provided by 
law for army corps, divisions, or brigades, from the amor- 
phous corps of additional aides-de-camp, and, exceptionally, 
but far too often, from the line. This produces much inconve- 
nience to the service, by multiplying details and substitu- 
tions; and, what is nearly as bad, it works injustice, in une- 
qual degrees, to meritorious and hard-working officers. 

The assistant-adjutant-general, assistant-quartermaster, 
and commissary of subsistence, of a brigade, are captains. 

The assistant-adjutant-general of a division is a major. 

The assistant-adjutant-general, assistant-inspector-gen- 
eral, assistant-quartermaster, and commissary of subsist- 
ence, of an army corps, ave lieutenant-colonels. 

Surely, I but express the general opinion of the service 
in suggesting :— 

1. ‘Thatthe assistant-adjutant-general, assistant-inspector- 
general, chief quartermaster, aud chief commissary of sub- 
sistence of every military department, embracing fwo or 
mare army corps, should be colonels, appointed by the Prest- 
DENT, by and with the consent of the Senate, from among 
the existing officers of those departments, volunteer or regu- 
lar. ‘There are but five such departments, viz: the Depart- 
ments of the Potomac, of the Cumberland, of the Ohio, of 
the Tennesseo, and of the Gulf. 

2. That the staff officers of army corps should be appointed 
by the Prestpent, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, as all other officers are, instead of being merely 
assigned in orders as at present. There can bo no sound 
reason for this solitary exception to the rule, hitherto uni- 
versal, that rank obtains only by commission. 

3. That the assistant-quartermaster and commissaries of 
divisions should be majors, and that there should be an as- 
sistant-inspector-general of each division with the same 





rank. 

4. That the medical directors of army corps should have 
the assimilated rank of licutenant-colonels, and the medical 
directors of departments, embracing two or more corps, 
that of colonels. 

5. That chiefs of artillery and ordnance should be ap- 
pointed for divisions, corps, and departments of two or more 
corps, having the rank, respectively, of major, licutenant- 
colonel, and colonel. 

6. That judge-advocates should be appointed as follows : 
For each division, a captain ; for each army corps, a major ; 
for each department of two or more corps, a lieutenant- 
colonel. 

Whea a department, corps, division, or brigade, is broken 
up, the above-named staff officers, assigned thereto, should 
be transferred to other organizations wherein vacancies may 
happen to exist ; and, in the absence of such vacancies, they 
should be mustered out of service. 

_ These suggestions, though apparently involving largely 
increased expense, propose, in reality, comparatively few ad- 
ditional appointments or promotions; for many of the 

y carried out spas- 





changes have already been generall 
modically and by make-shifts, to the detriment of the ser- 
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monstrated by experience, and correct these errors of organ- 
ization by well-digested legislation, substituting system for 
expedients. ho 

Tho present organization of the staff prevailing in the 
different departments, and dependent on the pleasure and 
influence of their commanders, is as various as the colors of 
Joseph's coat. 

T shall have a few words to say, presently, in regard to 
chiefs of staff, aides-de-camp, provost-marshals, and the uni- 
form of the staff. Otp ReEGuLations. 








GENERAL ROBERTS’ NEW BULLET. 
Tue following description of a new bullet and bullet and 


buckshot cartridge for smooth-bore guns, invented by Brig- | 
adier-General B. S. Ronexts, is sent to us by a corres- | 


pondent :— 


This new projectile, invented and perfected by General | 


Ronerts, has been tested in a series of experiments by order 


of the Ordnance Department, under the direction of Major | 


Kingsbury, of the Ordnance Corps. We are able to an- 


nounce the complete success of this most important inven- | 


tion that must materially change tho prevailing system in 


| our armies, of using, almost exclusively, the Minié¢ ball for | 


rifle ordnance. 


The invention consists in such a construction of a bullet | 
| to be used in smooth-kored guns of all calibre, as to close all | 


windage and to propel the bullet point forward without 
tumbling, and to give flight to it of equal range with the 
flight of the Minié ball from rifled arms. It is used witt 
or without buckshot in all smooth-bored arms, and is equal 
in all respects to the Minié ball when used in rifled guns. 
Thus it answers all the purposes of the conical projectiles 
and rifled muskets; and, more than this, is equally destruc- 
tive when single in smooth-bores, and with buckshot must 
become the most destructive projectile yet perfected in all 
the improvements in the science of projectiles made during 
the past ten years. When buckshot are used with General 


Ronerts’ projectiles, those small but efficient aids in| 
destructiveness are thrown two, three, and four hundred | 


yards effectively, while the ball fired with these goes on its 
fatal errand from 800 to 1,000 yards. 

The precision of fire seems to equal that of the Minié 
ball from rifles. The fact that an elongated “ cupped 


cylinder convex bullet” has been constructed that closes all | 


windage and flies point foremost its entire range, without 
tumbling, without the rotary motion that bears up the 
Minié ball, is a new and startling announcement; but the 
accomplishment is a fact which can be no longer gainsayed. 
The report of Major Krnessury will, doubtless, announce 
this to the world officially. We may add that General 
Rozerts is now perfecting his patented ‘ breech-loader™ 


for rifled arms, so as to secure the rapid loading and firing | 


of his ball and buckshot cartridge from a breech-loading 
smooth-bored musket. 








MILITARY STRENGTH OF THE NATION. 


Tue following interesting statistics with reference to the 
natural increase of fighting men in the United States, 


are obtained by permission of Mr. Kennedy, of the Census | 


Bureau, from the forthcoming volume on population: 


When a population has reached nearly its permanent con- 


dition, as in Europe and in the old States of America, one- | 
fifth of the total population is still found to represent nearly | 
the number of males betwen the ages of eighteen and forty- | 


five. But the emigrating ages are nearly allied to the mili- 
tary ages; and in the newly-settled States of the West the 
proportion of fighting men is accordingly greater than in 
the Atlantic States. Beginning at the East and proceeding 
westward, the proportion of white males from eightcen to 
forty-five to the white population is, in Maine, 19.5 per 
cent.; New York, 20.8; Illinois, 20.1; Minnesota, 23.8; 
California, 47.1; Virginia, 18.7; South Carolina, 18.9; 
Arkansas, 20.1; Texas, 21.9. 

The total of white males between the ages of eighteen 
and forty-five in all the States (seceded included) and in 
the Territories and District of Columbia appears, by the 
census tables of 1860, to be 5,624,065. During the year 
1861 about 277,500 white males reached and passed the age 
of eighteen, and 128,600 arrived at and passed the age of 
forty-five, leaving a difference of 148,900. This latter num- 
ber, when diminished by natural deaths, and increased by 


the accessions from immigration, will evidently express the | 
total increase of the military population (whites) during | 


1861. About 140,000 is estimated as the clear increase of 
fighting population in 1861. ‘The number of such of course 
increases with augmented population in the aggregate, but 
that of this country has not been increased by immigration 


since the war began to the extent that existed before. From | 


these data it seems pretty clear that more persons are an- 
nually put /ors du combat (killed or permanently disabled) 
by the war than the military forces are augmented by the 
natural in¢rease of fighting population. 


Variations oF THE Compass.—The Rerve Jaritine et | 
Coloniale publishes a letter on the deviation to which the | 


needle is liable in consequence of the substitution of iron for 


wood in ships. One of the latest contrivances for diminish- | 


ing this serious inconvenience is the correcting compass, 


ments made on board an iron-built sailing vessel, provided 
with iron rigging, and lower yards of steel, and with two 
binnacJe compasses on her poops, and a third placed between 
the mizen and mainmasts, the lower part of which was all} 
of iron, the deviations of the needle were respectively 56 
deg., 24 deg., and 35 deg. Without entering into further 
details on this matter, the writer of the article concludes 
with condemning the imprudence of those who freight an 
iron vessel before she has been at sea for a considerable 
time, in order to ascertain how her compass behaves. Moro- 
over, a captain undertaking the command of an iron ship 
should be called upon to show that he has previously been 
|on board such a vessel on along voyage, so that he may 
| know how to deal with the deviations observable on board 
| the vessel to be commanded. 


Masor General French has been relieved from his com. 
mand in the Army of the Potomac and placed under arrest. 


Lrecrrnant-Colonel Holton, 5th Maryland Regiment, 
lately died at the Libby Prison. 


Apmrrat Shubrick’s restoration to health progresses 
favorably. He is now permitted to receive the visits of a 
few friends. 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Genera W. D. Whipple succeeds Major-General Rey. 
nolds as General Grant's chief of staff. General Reynolds 
| proceeds to New Orleans. 


| Brreapmen-General Armen, lately in command of Camp 
| Dennison, Ohio, has been placed under arrest at that placa, 
| upon charges not yet made public. 
| 
| Tne following officers of the Regular Army have been 
retired :—Major H.~W. Wharton, 9th U. S. Infantry; 
| Major Joseph H. Whittlescy, 5th U. S. Cavalry ; Captain 
| A. F. Bond, 2d U. S. Infantry. 


Tux following have been dismissed:—Major Charles J. 
| Whitney, 2d U. S. Cavalry ; Captain John W. Todd, Ord. 
| nance Department ; Captain Geo. W. Hill, 13th Infantry ; 
| Ist Lieutenant Chas. Whiteacre, 18th Infantry. 

Tur time for enlisting recruits in the Regular Army, 
under the provisions of General Orders of June 25, 1863, 
and No. 338 of October 16, 1863, current series from the 
War office, is extended to June 24, 1864, during which the 
extra bounty of $300 will be paid. 





A MILITARY commission for the trial of persons engaged 
in dealing with the enemy and other treasonable practices, 
composed of Generals Doubleday and Slough and Colonels 
| Dimmick, Price and Chapman, has been organized in Wash- 
ington, and will continue in session from day to day. Gen- 
eral Doubleday is president. 





Tue Dedication of the village for the contrabands, on Ar- 
lington Heights went off with much éc/at on the 2d instant. 
| Generals Heintzleman,Abercrombie and Slough,and a large 
number of citizens (ladies and gentlemen) were present. 
|The exercises comprised singing by the colored children, 
land speeches by Hons. L. E. Chittenden, Briggs and 
| Gooch, Dr. Nichols, superintendent of contrabands, and 
others. The village has accommodations for 56 families, 
allowing two rooms to cach family. Besides these, there 
are workshops, a chapel, and home for the indigent. The 
whole has been conducted under the supervision of Licu- 
| tenant-Colonel Greene, Chief Quartermaster of the Depart- 
| ment of Washington, upon whom the plan reflects great 
| eredit. The negroes are contented, well-clothed and fed, 

and it is expected that they will more than support them- 
selves by the cultivation of the Arlington estate and other 
| abandoned farms in the Department. 











Bricapier-GENERAL SHERMAN, who lost one of his legs 

in action, and has, in consequence, been detained from the 
| field for several months, will svon be ready to return to ac- 
tive duty. Though the limb was amputated above the knee. 

| Mr. Selpho, of Messrs. Selpho & Son, of this city, has suc- 
| ceeded in adapting to it one of his riding legs, mado alter 
| the same pattern with that worn by the late Marquis of 
| Anglesey. So successful was the artificial substitute that 
| General Sherman was able to use the limb on horseback 
even at his first attempt, which he made at a riding school 
| in this city. He was able to mount and dismount without 
assistance, and sat his horse firmly, keeping full command 
of the animal and riding with rapidity and grace. ‘To those 
who are aware of the difficulties to be overcome in adapting 

| an artificial limb to a short stump, the success of Mr. Selphe 
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which affords the means of taking the sun’s position, where- | 


by the deviation may be corrected. It has sometimes been 


supposed that fogs and certain other states of the atmosphere | 


could influence the needle: but this has not been borne out 
by observation. Lightning alone exercises a decided in- 
fluence on the needle by reversing its points, so that north 
becomes south, and conversely. When a vessel is nearing 
land the needle is said to be affected; and certain rocks 


there are that exercise a decided magnetic influence on the | 


compass—voleanic rocks especially ; but this influence is not 


felt on board ships. But the action of the iron forming the | 


ship’s sides is far different; nothing—not even the inter- 


position of a thick non-magnetic body—will stop its in- | 
fluence ; far less, as some have believed, a copper coating, or | 


thick paint. But the real r proceeds from another 
source, since the ship herself, under the weight of canvas, 
may increase the deviation of the needle. From experi- 
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FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL MATTERS. 


A FirE at Aldershott consumed a stable in which 
were kept the valuable horses belonging to the Military 
Train. Out of 88 horses, but 12 were saved. 


THERE is great dissatisfaction among the medical 
officers of the English army, and navy as well. It is 
said that ‘‘if matters do not mend the Minister of War 


“will have to employ whom he can get, for properly- | 


‘qualified men will not enter the service.’” The dis- 
content is about questions of precedence, quarters, 
&e. 


Rear-Admiral WARREN’s time, as commander-in- 
chief on the south-east coast of America will expire on 


be succeeded by Rear-Admiral the Hon. CHARLES G. 


] 
| 
| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


Supreme Court. 8o help me God.” 
he persons excepted from the benefits of the foregoing provisions 
are all who are or shall have been civil or diplomatic officers or agents 
of the so-called Confederate Government; all who have left judicial 
stations under the United States to aid the rebellion; all who are or 
shall have been military or naval oflicers of said so-called Confederate 
Government above the rank of Colonel in the army, or Lieutenant in 
the navy; all who left seats in the United States Congress to aid the 
rebellion. 
All who resigned commissions in the Army or Navy of the United 
States, and afterward aided the rebellion, and all who have engaged 


in any way intreating colored persons or white persons in charge of | 


such, otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war, have been found 
in the United States service as soldiers, seamen or in any other capa- 
city. 

And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known, that when- 


| ever, in any of the States of Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 


Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina, and North | 


Carolina, a number of persons, not less than one-tenth in number of 


| the votes cast in such States, at the Presidential election of the year 


the Ist of April, and it is stated that he will probably | 


of our Lord, 1869, each having taken the oath aforesaid, and not hav- 


| ing since violated it, and being a qualitied voter by the election law 


J. B, Exxior, C.B., and that the Bombay, now fitting | 


for commission at Sheerness, is to be the future flag- 
ship. 

A SUBMARINE telegraph cable has been ordered for 
use in connection with the experiments which are to 
take place at Shoeburyness with the Armstrong guns. 
In the experiments, the conductors of the cable will be 
connected with the floating target, the other end will be 
in connection with the instrument of Narvess for as- 
eertaining the velocity of projectiles. 


of the State existing immediately before the so-called act of Seces- 
sion, and excluding all others, shall re-establish a State Govern- 
ment, which shall be republican, and in nowise contravening said 
oath, such shall be recognized as the true Government of the Btate, 
and the State shall receive thereunder the benefit of the constitu- 
tional provision which declares that 

“The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican form of Government, and shall protect each of them 


| against invasion, on — of the Legislature, or of the Execu- 


A Minirary Female School for the education, at a | 


reduced cost of the daughters of military officers, is 
about being instituted in England. The object of this 
institution is to bestow upon the orphan or other 
daughters of necessitous oflicers of the army, at the 
lowest possible cost, a good, 
education, in conformity with the principles and doc- 
trines of the Church of England. it is contemplated 
having two or more classes of pupils, viz., one to pay 
a trifling sum, (say £12 per annum); another without 
any payment, if the funds will admit of it; and a 
thirdof the daughters of oflicers of competent means, 
whose payment, for a superior education, shall be 
slightly remuneratiye, so as to aid the primary object 
of the institution. 


A DISCUSSION is going on in some of the English 
papers in regard to the propriety of assimilating the 


virtuous and religious | 


tive, when the Legis 
violence. 

Aud 1 do further proclaim, declare, and make known that any provi- 
sion which may be adopted by such State Government in relation to the 
freed peop'e of such State which shall recognize and declare their per- 
manent freedom, provide for their education, and which may yet be 
consistent, as a temporury arrangement, with their present condition as 
a jaboring, landless, and houseless class, will not objected to by the Na- 
tional Executive. 

And it is engaged as not improper that, in constructing a loyal State 
Government ia any State, the name of the State, the boundary, the sub- 
divisions, the Constitution andthe general code of laws as before the 
Rebellion, be maintaived, subject only to the modifications made neces- 
sary by the conditions herein beiore stated, and such others, if any, rot 
contravening said conditions, and which may be deemed expedient by 
those framing the new State Government. 

To avoid misunderstanding, it may be proper to say that this Procla- 
mation, so far as it relates to State Governments, has no reference to 
States wherein loyal State Governments have all the while been main- 
tained. And for the same reason it may be proper to further say, that 
whether members sent to Congress from any State shal be admitted to 
seats Constitutionally, rests exclusively with the respective Houses, and 
not to any extent with the Executive. 

And still further, that this Proclamation is intended to present the 
people of the States wherein the national authority has been suspended, 
and Joyal State Governments have been subverted, a mode in and by 


ature cannot be convened, against domestic 





| which the national authority and loyal State Governments may be re- 


titles of naval officers more or less to those in use in | 





better understood by 


the army, so that they should be 
the latter and by civilians. A 


memorial, signed by | 


500 lieutenants was some time ago addressed to the | 


Admiralty, praying ‘‘that a title more distinctive of 


‘their position in the service be assigned them, more | 


‘nearly assimilating their corresponding rank in the 
‘army, and that the present title lieutenant be substi- 
‘tuted for that of mate. 


The rank of captain in the | 


navy with that of captain in the army is generally con- | 


founded on shore, and the newspapers, in publishing 
lists of guests at royal lévees, class together military 
and naval lieutenants. 
ner of the Prince of Wales is referred to; where ‘‘ the 
‘* naval captains took equal rank and precedence with 
‘the colonels at the royal banquet ; they had to chew 
“the cud of disappointmeut on the master of cere- 
‘monies squadding them with the military captains 
‘in every newspaper, an authority made use of by the 
** public at large, and by the military captains and sub- 
 alterns, to prove that all captains and lieutenants of 
‘* Her Majesty's sea and land forces are equal in rank 
‘* by their titles.’’ There is, however, a general aver- 
sion to change, and the confusion is likely to continue. 


THE PRESIDENT’S PROCLAMATION. 

THE President’s Message bas been so extensively published that it 
is scarcely necessary for us to print it in the JOURNAL 
ivg proclamation is appended : 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, In and by the Constitution of the United States, it is pro- 
vided that the President shall have power to grant reprieves and par- 
dong for offenses against the United States, except in cases of impeach- 
ment; and 


«stablished within said States, or in any of them. 

And, while the mode suggested is the best the Executive can suggest 
with his present impressions, it must not be understood that no other 
possible mode would be acceptable. 

Given under my hand at the City of Washington, the eighth day of 
December, A. D., one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of 
the independence of the United States of America the eighty eighth. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 






7 the President, 
Wittiau H. Stwarp, Secretary of State 








DEATHS 
Reported to the Navy Department for the Week ending November 


Wm. §. 
Somerset. y 
Jno. Davis, gunner, consumption, Nov. 17, Naval Hospital, New 


Emery, Jandsman, pneumonia, Aug. 28, U. 8. steamer 


| York. 


The ease of' the first state din- | 


Chas. 8. Mason, 3d Asst. engineer, yellow fever, Nov. 13, U. 8. 
steamer Estrella. 

Frank Myers, landsman, yellow fever, Nov. 10, U. 8. steamer An- 
iona. 

Eudoiph Dennis, nurse, yellow fever, Nov. 6, Naval Hospital, Pen- 
sacola. 

Jno. MeMasters, coal heaver, yellow fever, Oct. 23, U. S. steamer 
Sciota. 

Jas. H. McKee, surgeon’s steward, yellow fever, Sept. 14, U. 8. 
steamer /7. Beales. 

Jas. P, Connel, Marine, typhoid fever, Oct. 11, U. 8. steamer Fer- 
mont, 

Jno. Barry, second cabin boy, typhoid fever, Nov. 14, U. 8. steam- 
er Vermont. 

Wm. R. Green, first cabin boy, spotted fever, Nov. 19, Naval Hos- 
pital, New York. ‘ 

Solomon Shanks, contraband, epilepsy, May 27, U. 8. steamer 
Black Hawk. 

Jno. Cischafski, landsman, cholera morbus, June 6, U. 8. steamer 


| Black Hawk. 


The follow- | 


Mose Brown, contraband, contusion, June 7, U. S. steamer Black 
Hawk. 
Thos. Rony, seaman, cholera morbus, June 30, U. 8. steamer Black 


| Hawk. 


Whereas, A Rebellion now exists whereby the loyal State Govern- ! 


ments of several States have for a long time been subverted, and many 
persons have committed and are now guilty of treason against the 
United States, and 

Whereas, With reference to said rebellion and treason, laws have 


been enacted by Congress declaring forfeitures and confiscation of 


property and liberation of slaves, all upon terms and conditions there- 
in stated; and also declaring that the President was thereby autho- 
rized at any time thereafter, by proclamation, to extend to persons 


who may have participated in the existing rebellion in any State, or | 


part thereof, pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and at such 
times and on such conditions as he may deem expedient for the pub- 
lic welfare, and 

Whereas, The congressional declaration for limited and conditional 
pardon accords with the well-established judicial exposition of the par- 
doning power, and 


_ Whereas, With reference to the said rebellion the President of the 
United States has issued several proclamations with provisions in re- 
gard to the liberation of slaves, and 


Whereas, It is now desired by some persons heretofore engaged in 
the said rebellion to resume their allegiance to the United States, and 
toreinaugurate loyal State Governments within and for their respective 
States ; 

Therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, do 
proclaim, declare and make known to all persons who have directly or 
by implication participated in the existing Rebellion, except as herein- 
after excepted, that a full pardon is hereby granted to them and each 
of them, with restoration of all rights of property, except as to slaves, 
and in property cases where the rights of third parties shall have inter- 
vened, and upon the condition that every such person shall take and 
subscribe an oath, and thenceforward keep and maintain said oath in- 
violate, and which oath shall be registered for permanent preservation 
and shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit: 


Adam Smothers, contraband, pneumonia, Sept. 30, U. S. steamer 
Blick Hawk. = 
Tom Dunlap, first cabin boy, drowned, Get. 9, U. 8. steamer Wew 
Era. 
Lewis Ellis, seaman, remittent fever, Oct. 20, U.S. steamer East- 
port. A 2 . 
Jno. G. Williams, landsman, diptheria, Nov. 7, U. S. steamer East- 
prt. 
Chauney Brafford, seaman, typhoid fever, Novy. 1, U. S. steamer 
Reindeer. 
Ed. F. Brennard, vol. lieut., gunshot wound, Nov. 14, U. 8. steam- 
er Mound City 








OFFICIAL. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, woes 
November 28, 1863. 

Information has been received at this Department from Mr. Thom- 
as Savage, the Vice-Consul-General of the United States at Havana, 
of the promulgation of a prociamation of which the following is a 
translation :-— 

PROCLAMATION. 

Don Carlos de Vargas y Ceweto, a Major.General of the Royal 

Armies, Governor, Captain-General of the Spanish portion of the 


| Island of St. Domingo, and General-in-Chief of the Army thereof, 


&c., &c. 

Some doubts having occurred in regard to the fuifilment and mean- 
ing of the proclamation of my predecessor, under date of the fifth of 
October last past, and in order to avoid all irresolution and _uncer- 
certainty, making use of the power vested in me as Captain-General 
and in Chief oi this Army, I ordain and command: 


Art. Ist. The blockade of the coasts of the Spanish part of the 


! Island of St. Domingo embraces only the ports, roads, and bights not 
| occupied by the troops of the army, and therefore are free, those of 


“T, —-_—.. do solemnly swear in presence of Almighty God, that | 


I will henceforth faithfully support, protect and defend the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and the Union of the States thereunder, and 
that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all acts of 
Congreas passed during the existing rebellion with reference to 
slaves, so long and so far as not repeaied, moditied, or held void by 
Congress or by decision of the Supreme Court, and that I will in like 
manner abide and faithfully support all proclamations of the Presi- 
dent made during the existing TE hellion having reference to slaves, so 


St. Domingo, Samana, and Porto Plata, as well as the others that 
the army and the legitimate Spanish authorities will go on occupying. 
In consequence hereof Spanish Consuls may issue the proper docu- 
ments to vessels that may be bound to such ports with lawful cargoes. 
Art. 2d. This proclamation will be published and circulated in due 
form for its punctual and exact fulfilment. 
CaRLos DE VaRcas. 
Santo Dominco, November 7, 1863. e 








Masor S. C. Armstrong, 125th N. Y. Vols., 8d Brigade, 3d Di- 
vision, 24 Army Corps, has lately been promoted to the Lieutenant- 
Coloneicy of the 9th U. 8. Colored troops, and is now stationed at 
Benedict, Maryland. 

Tus President has accepted the resignations of the following offi- 
cers: Major-General John M. Palmer, U. 8. Vols.; Major Wil 
P. McDowell, A. A. G., U. 8S. Vols.; Capt. H. 8. Welton, 19th U. 8. 
Infantry; First Lieut. Geo. B. Butler, 8d U. 8. Infantry. 
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long and so far as not modified or declared void by decision of the | 


MILITARY HOSPITALS. 


| The following is a correct list of the United States Gene- 
ral Hospitals ; their location and capacity. Tho list is ob- 
| tained from the official records on file in the Medical De- 
| partment :— i. 

DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON. 




























































































































































No. | 
Hospitals. No. Beds. 
Washington, D. C.. 47 9,818 
Alexandria, Va.. a aes Sas 1,163 
Weiiistenessctosavecessnanas seerteseeenes 2 ’ 
Georgetown, D. C........... 0946s ckeones cwccoeal 1 2 
WU edidaédedastiantedinnincaan ctsceuen< m 93 j 12,366 
DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA. 
Virginia........ perenenepahajenpearenah satoanes he 2,183 
| DOSROMOUE, Vhieescsccccessonceseeseres saestiee | 1 400 
ia ae ae ie ierch aes 3 | 2683 
MIDDLE DEPARTMENT. 
Wilmington, Del... coccccccceccescocccscescoce! 1 | 340 
Baltimore, Md.. oe] 6 \ 3,112 
Annapolis, Md........0. sees 2 1,990 
Annapolis Junction, Md..........+-+ onbdhntaane 1 290 
Total cccoscocses jt eeseseceseeeess sectereese 10 | §,832 
DISTRICT OF ST. MARY'S. 
; a } 1,409 
WE iiss tisestecancnscts ere Lee ee fe 
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA. 
Frederick, Md...... ARABIC RRC PRET RANG pect ea ett 816 
Cumberland, Ma .cccccccscocscoesecs Ssecsbsvece i 605 
GOMER, VEecccccccccccsccccccncccscceserese a 1 | 200 
Parkersburgh, Va...... e6iadn basen sanepatene 1 i 153 
Point Pleasant, Va..........-...0-+6 ioneeanan 1 17 
Total......... 06censesccesoons cosece cvccoee| 5 l 1,950 
_ DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 
GN, Ts scsrsccscctsvatcisesesdeese nS 8,066 
Seemeeee, 58 poneseece oebeewenks osooe coved 7 
Nicetown, Pa......0++-eccrees ssepeceveevece cool 
Chester, Pa Nadie dee deka tsanceeneenewaer wade H 926 
Harrisburgh, Pa.... .| 390 
Chambersburgh, Pa. of 78 
WOW, BBsscctcscececencesceese SERIO ES PORE 1 1,100 
Gettysburgh, Pa.......ccccsccccccccccssccrsoes ' 323 
iti aa at Pe a ; | 22 | 13,194 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
New York City......---ssesseeee ae sensinnces on 2 800 
David's Island, New York Harbor... nee 1 1,600 
Fort Schuyler, ne ss +6 1 1,840 
Fort Wood, * " 1 600 
Fort Columbus, “ us i 100 
Newark, N.J......-ee-eseeees Cncencsees eerses 1 990 
Portsmouth Grove, RK. I......-- 000000 ss0008e0 1 1,275 
New Haven, Conn...........-+ Ssiseene vencees | 1 632 
Brattleboro’, Vt.......... ecvccveee eaves rs | 1 375 
Burlington, ERA ER Ba AS 1 160 
Boston, Mass........-seeeceeeeeeeereeeeereeees 1 60 
Beth. ocscceccvcsssccssss soscsbasesondeaeas 12 8,422 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ONIO. 
Cincinnati, O.....-...-e000 es ccccsccescesocooe| 3 398 
Covington, Ky........-. cosecce cocccccsocccese! 2 | 658 
Camp Dennison, O.....-..+-++sseeeeeeere coceeel 1 H 2,112 
Cleveland, O........-.+ “| 1 i ago 
Gallipolis, O....... ompenk | 1 } 500 
Camp Chase, O...... erecerccccevesecsccccooeses| 1 | 200% 
Columbus, O.......20. saneuoddw see Sosesess | 1 105 
Chicago, Iil...ccccccccccccccccccccccccccvccsoss ' 1 | 206 
Quincey, Til. .cccrccrcccccccccccccssevcssccsoes 1 j 700 
BEIM, TG 000 ccccccsccsescccscvsees 1 j 276 
Lexington, Kye...c.cccocccccces 1 | 176 
Hickman Bridge Rcteaoaaen 1 650 
Indianapolis, Ind........ 1 200 
Madison, Ind..........-+ee-00- { 1 1,096 
WAVANSVING, TG. o.0.0.000.00000.0000000 ee | 1 630 
New ne FRE icc ccccceeees $tcnnwended $0esbe | 2 168 
Jeffersonville, Ky.......... eecccscee eosccece eee! 1 | 87 
Louisville, Ky......-.ce-eeeseeeesecsees éoacneal - 2,301 
Rt, See Se jase tet ae | 2 | 10,700 
DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
St. Louis, Mo.........++- Ceccccscoese osccoses oe! 4 ' 1,612 
Berton Barracks, Mo.........++. dihbintewse aust 1 1,014 
Jetierson Barrack=, Mo......2..-seceecesccees . 1 i 2,000 
Jefferson City, MO..........-+2e00e i 134 
Springfield, Mo.... ae 1 200 
Rolla, Mo....... 1 170 
Kansas City, Mo....... eesees ° 1 | 110 
Leavenworth City, Kansas......-seeeseeeesees 1 220 
Fort Scott, Kansas........---++ ebdecadecnsense } 1 121 
WOM 6.c5cnsckesdvsecsdouavensacoteneins tS . 1. oe 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 
Hilton Head, 8.C........ weresnsspstessaaneel ae, Se 0 
Beaufort, 8. C.........- cocctoccecoce cocsecesoce 183 i 735 
Totah.ccccocccnccse ecceverccoccrcccccooeses| 14 1,283 
DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
MeWROR, Th. Gis 6c00000s000000006000000800060 0 1 ' 490 
Beaufort, N. C.. oa 1 344 
Morehead, N. C....... st teeeereeeeeeeee ree eeeee, 1 | 260 
DMidecsssscass ee SS 
DEPARTMENNT OF TNE GULF. 
New Orleans, La........ccecceecccecccsseaccese! 6 { 3,151 
Baton Rotige, La.......cececesceeccececeeesees 2 | 1,600 
ee en ‘severeeatmemcaauancel . 4 4,751 
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND. 
Nashville, Tennessce beeeoens socscovsodegoceeew | } 5,976 
: DEPARTMENT OF THE TENNESSEE. 
Memphis, Tennessee.....-ccssccecececccseceees| Il 3,900 
Mound City, Illinois.. — 1 625 
Paducah, Kentucky. Dike 1 j 500 
Cairo, Tilinols.....ccccccccsccccccccceccscoseses 1 98 
Helena, Arkanens....cccccccce cccccccccccccece 1 ; 80 
Vicksburgh, Mississippi............secseseeeees € O44 
Ee te 
Captain G. Von E:cxsrenr, A. D. C. to Major-General 
Drx, has been appointed senior Ordnance Officer of the De- 
partment of the East, relieving Captain Czanizs 0. Woop, 
9th U. 8. Infantry, ordered to join his company. 
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MARRIED. 


(Announcements of marriages and deaths should be paid 
‘or at the rate of fi/ly cents each.) 











Waraton—Brarronp.—On Tuesday, Dec. 1, at St. Mi- 
thae!’s church, Bristol, R. I., by the Right Rev. Bishop 
Thomas ke, assisted by the Rev. Wm. Stowe, W™. L. 
} aa U. 3. V., to Many E., daughter of P. J. Bradford, 


FPeese:pen—Everetr.—At Dedham, Ist instant. by Rev.) 





Mr. Edwards, Captain C. B. Fessenpes, Jr., 9th Regiment | 


W. 8. C. T., to Miss Harrie L. Evenert, all of Dedham. 


CLarx—Heasarp.—On Thursday, December 3, at the res-|to stand United States Government Test. 
idence of the bride's father, by the Rev. Moses Ballou, Day-| —— 


set D. Crank, of the U. 8. Navy, to Hexen L., eldest dangh 
ter of 8. F. Hubbard, Esq., all ot New York. No carda. 


Hoox—Warren.—At Cold Spring, N. Y., on Tuestay, 
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WORDS, BELTS, SASHES, &c. 


Cc. ROBY & COMPANY, 
Manufacturers of —— 
Line, Non-Commiesioned, Field, Navy, . 
qunnstene’ Chaplains’, and General Officers’ United 
States Regulation Swords, Belts, and Sashes. 
‘ Also, ba Regulation Cavalry and Artillery Sa- 
rea, &c. ee 
Fem) Kem CLODGET, BROWN & CO., Agents, 
83 Beekman street, New Yore. 
All the above arms are made from Patterns in the 
United States Ordnance Department, and guaranteed 








| 


‘ 


Nov, 24, by the Rev, Charles W. Morrill, Captain Conweni-! 
vs Hoox, U. 8. Army, to Miss Exiza, daughter of the late | 


Sylvanus Warren, Esq. 


Grreneit—Twieas.—At Philadelphia, December 1, by the | N AVAL AND MILITARY 


Rev. Heary W. Ducachet, D. D., Rector of St. Steplien’s 

eburch, Frank H. Getcuen., M. D., of Maine, to Prevent 

Ca. daughter of the late Major L. Twiggs, of the U. 8. Marine} 
‘orps. 


Coprrcn—Teunyer.—At the residence of the bride’s P| 
rents, Morrisville, Pa., December 3, by the Rev. E. W. Ap-) 
pleton, of Trenton, N. J., Captain James B. Copreck, Pro-| 
vost Marshal 24 District, N. J.. U.S. A., at Trenton, to Miss, 
Eutty J. Toxyxee, formerly of Philadelphia. | 

Wixoy—Fvitre,—At Plymouth, Mass., 30th ult., Oscar P.! 
Wraos, U. 8. N., to Miss Sanam E, Feuter, both of Kings-| 
ton. 


ALexanper—Barret.—InSt. Lonis, on the evening of the | 
4th instant, by Rev. Montgomery Schuyler, Cuances T.| 
ALEXANDER, Surgeon U. 8. A., to Miss Jutia, daughter of the | 
late Richard F. Barret, M. D. 

Dravton—F argnanxs.—In Melrose, Mass., Dec. 7, by Rev. 
George W. Quimby, Uaptain James 8. Drayton, of General | 
Wild's Staff, to Miss Mary FE. Farrsanxs, daughter of David| 
Fairbanks, Esq., of Melrose. No cards. | 

Garsri—Nicnors.—In Brooklyn, on Sunday, Dee. 6, by 
the Rev. N. EK. Smith, Major Frep. A. H. Gagper, U. 8. 


CLOTHING, 


|OFFICERS’ SHIRTS AND UNDER WEAR 


in great variety. 
DEVLIN & CO., 
Broadway, cor. Grand 82., 
AND 


Broadway, cor. Warren st., 
New York. 





C. TAYLOR. 


A., 
to Miss Annie, daughter of William Nickols, of Brooklyn. | SHIRTS, 
s. 


No card: 





DIED. 


| 











Rotcu.—tn Morris, Otsego County, New York, on Satur- 
day. Novy. 28, after an illness of three days, Hon. Francis M. 


HOSIERY, 
GLOVES, 
UNDER-SHIRTS 


Rorcu, in the 42d year of bis age, late of the Senate of New} AND DRAWERS. 
| 


York, and Colonel on Gov. Morgan’s Staff. | 
Townstey.—In St. Louls, Nov. 10, of chronic diarrhoea, 
Major Hzyry Townstey, Ist Missouri Cavalry, formerly oi! 

this city, aged 38 years. 

Prerce.—At Andover, Mass., 2d instant, at the residence 
of Hon. John Aiken, Mrs. Jane M., wife of Franklin Pierce, 
late President of the United States, and daughter of Rev. Dr. 
Appleton, the Second President of Bowdoin College, aged 57. | 





Luit.—At Newport, R. I., Nov. 23, Mancarer Swita.! 
infant daughter of Lientenant-Commander Kdward P. and| 
Elizabeth F. Lull. | 





—_—_——— 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 











| 
Ad ents of & character suited to the columns of the | 
JOURNAL wiil be inserted, to a limited extent, at twenty cents 

® line each insertion. Advertisers are requested to make | 

ir favors as short as possible. | 

' 
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ET AN _— 
METROPOLITAN HOTEL, 


(LATE BROWN’S,) 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
Between 6TH AND 7TH STREETS., 


WASHINGTON crry. 


A. R. POTTS, Prornirrtor. 


REVERE HOUSE, 
BOWDOIN SQUARE, | 

d 
TREMONT HOUSE, 


cor. of Tremont and Beacon streets, Boston. 

The most centrally located First Class Hotels tn 
this city. These favorite resorts of the officers of the 
Army and Navy have been refitted in the most thor-| 
ough manner, and for luxurious comfort and sumptn- | 
ous living are still unsurpassed in the country. Mr. | 
Paran Stevens having retired from active business, 
they are now under the superintendence o 


BINGHAM, 
(FREMONT HOUSE, 
CHICAGO, ILL. | 


Situated on the corner of Lake and Dearborn streets. | 
(Rebuilt, re-modeled and refurnished in 1862.) | 

It contains all the modern improvements, and is 
one of the best appointed Hotels in the country. | 
This Hotel is a favorite resort of the officers of the: 
Army and aot and for SOLID COMFORT and 
SUMPTUOUS LIVING is unsurpassed by any in 
the Northwest. | 

GAGE & DRAKE, Proprietors. 


BURNET HOUSE, 
CrnernnatTt, Onto. 


8. P. SAUNDERS & OO., 
Proprictors. 
The Burnet House has been thoroughly repaired, 
papered and painted this season, and the proprietors | 
pro 
the liberal patronage heretofore extended by a liberal 
traveling public. 


ALT HOUSE, 
LOUISVILLE, KY. 
SILAS F. MILLER 4 CO., PROPRIETORS. 


We take 
Army and Navy Officers, and the travelling ublic} 
generally, to this well-known house, still under the su-/ 
ae of the popular Capt. Miller, who gives) 

is personal attentiou to the business, and spares no, 
efforts on his part, or his attendants, to add to the 
comfort of his guests. 


ILITARY INSTRUCTION. 
= L, A! L¢ TOMPRIS 3 
nst uction at his 
48 and 50 Ea t Th rty-second ——_ 
Next Fourth Avenue, Weat,) New Yor. 
pen daily, 3% to 10K p.m. 
Evening ¢ arranged for the accommodation of 


pupila, oi . 
pared for eed 








; 
| 
| 
} 
| 





| 











itizens and Officers of Militia 
tors and commands in 





U. 
|assortment 
—'| them, and 


;nal Department of the U. 8S. Army. 


eee ical instruments of every 


Gcranton -& CO, 


the best style and at the lowest 


Desitn Porter. 
|Scorcn ALES. 


713 Broadway; 


F irst corner below New York Hotel. 





S. ARMY AND NAVY 
TELESCOPES and FIELD GLASSES. 
The subscribers have constantly on hand a -¥ 
of very superior o— introduced by 
Jopted as standard instr ts in the Sig- 





They likewise manufacture optical and mathemat- 

description. 

BECKEL BROTH ERS, Opticians, 
100 BRroadwny. 


EAMLESS CLOTHING 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
No. 37 Broadway. New York. 
Armyand Navy Officers’ Patent Seamless Over- 
coats puu Capes. 





No. 130 Atlantic street (cor. Henry). 
FINE GROCERIES, WINES, LIQUORS AND 
CIGARS. 


Also Officers’ Mess Stores put up for the Navy, in 
rices. 
Sole Agents in Brooklyn for 


a ' in 
| =] , + s+! 
Cm, READING FOR THE T ARM MANUFACTURING COMPANY, | 


ARMY AND NAVY. 
LORING'S LIBRARY BOOKS, 


Surplus copies of the most popular Novels and the | 


ke, published within six months, and sold from 15 to 


f 
WRISLEY & CO. \75 cents each. 
They are just the thing to read in camp or out at! 
sea. ‘Remit a small sum and ty the experiment. } 
| A. K. 


LORING, 


319 Washington strvet, 


Buston. 





{make every 
‘are constant 
, Over 39,000 swords made for the U. 
;since the war. 


Hi. R. CABEREY, 


, by attention to business, to merit and obtain * 


s ” v a ,r 
RESENTATION SWORDS, 
MILITARY AND MASONIC GOODS. 
EMERSON & SILVER 
Orrice 447 Broome st., 24 door west of Broadway, 
Factory, Trenton, N.J. 
Manufacturers of Rich Presentation and Masonic 
Regulation Swords, Fine Spurs, Belts, Jewels, Flags, 


| Banners, &c., &c. Our facilities are unsurpassed. We 
_ within our own establishment, and| 
y 


getting up new and —— designs. 
. Government 





60 State street, Chicago, Ill. 
MANUFACTURER AND DEALER IX 


MILITARY AND NAVAL GOODS. 


SWORDS, BELTS and SASHES in great variety, | 


GOLD and SILVER EMBROIDERY, of every de- 


|scription and quality; MILITARY GOODS, of the 
|finest qualty; PRESEN 
jeune o- n, made to order at the shortest notice ; 
t pleasure in calling the attention of| warranted. 


TATION SWORDS, of 
and JEWELRY neatly repaired and 








QTATIONERY, &e., &e., 


FOR THE ARMY AND NAVY. 


WHovesace axp Retart. 





BOGERT, BOURNE AND AUTEN, 
Stationers, ° 
Printers, 
Lithographers 
and Blank-Book 


Man 


174 and 176 Peal street, 
New Yors. 


uinness’ Celebrated | 
Also, William Younger & Co.'s} 


Gh 30:00 WORTH OF WATCHES 


AND JEWELRY. 


This magnificent stock, comprising a large and va- 
ried selection, of el tand recherche pattern, of For- 
eign and American Jewelry, such ais usually sold at 
rom $8 to _ We give purchasers their choice for 
1.00, ther with a gift worth from 50 cents to $100. 
es’ Enameled Ladies’ Jet Set, Ladies’ Coral 
Set, Ladies’ Carbuncle Set, a set of ies’ Jewelry of 
any kind. Ladies’ Bracelet, set of Bosom Studs, 
dies, and Gentlemen’s Chains, Gold Pen and Silver 
| Holder, set of Sleeve Buttons, 


| Watch-keys, Charms, Amulet 





December 12, 1863. 
[J NITED STATES 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL, 


& WeExLy NewsPaPER, DEVOTED TO THE INTERNS Ts 
O¥ THE ARMY AND NAVY, AND T0 THE DISSEMINATIOy 
or correct Mititary InrorMartiox. 





The Army axp Navy Jovrnat is established j- 
the interests of no party ; it will be controlled by no 
clique. Its independence will be absolute. Avoid. 





-rings, Tooth-picks, | ing all personal and political bias, its influence wi); 
. By, Emblems, Crosses, | be directed solely to the inculcation of sound hen 
__|Maeonic and Oddfellows’ Pins, Pocket Compasses, |itary ideas, and to the elevation of the public servic. 
‘Souprers’ Company Pins and Bapees, National in all its departments. - 


Its pages will be devoted 


|BatrLe Pixs, and a thousand other things, too nu-/to jmpartial military criticism by competent author. 


|merous to mention, such as are keptin a first-class 


| Jewelry store. You can have your choice of any ar-| within the scope of its observation, 
| ticle for #1; and any of the above articles will be sent} and reliable 
by mail, on the receipt of $1, with 12 cents for post-| 


| age. 

| Any party buying five dollars’ worth of our goods, 

| will be entitled to a certificate of favor. Some of them 
have sold as high as $100. Any person sending the) 

|names of five or more enterprising young men, who) 

| would be likely to become our agents or patrons, will 
receive by return mail a Gold Medal of General Mc- 

| Clellan, or a Gold Pencil—agents can have their choice. 

| N. B.—Send for one of our Wholesale Catalogues 

|of our Watches and Jewelry. 

J. BARNET & CO., 

! 609 Broadway, Nrw York. 





BILLIARD TABLES. 


Approved and adopted by the Billiard Congress ot | 
/1863. The best andonly reliable Billiard Tables man- | 
jufactured, Balls, Cues, and every article relating to 
| Billiards for sale by 

PHELAN & COLLENDER, 


Cor. Crosby and Spring streets., 
New Yor. | 
| 


| 
| 








‘FQINE READY-MADE CLOTHING, 
Men’s Furnishing Goods, and Piece Goods. 

|Garments made to order at short notice. Particular! 
'attention paid to making Army and Navy Officers’ | 
| Uniforms, from the best Indigo Blue Cloths and Ker-| 


j 
| 


lor interested in the art of war. 
|of Engineering, which now has so intimate an ag. 


JQETANDARD AMERICAN laim of the Proprietor to make it not only a complete 


j Military and Naval gazette, but at the same time a 


ities, to the dignified discussion of topics coming 
and to a fuii 
record of all subjects of interest to those 
in any way connected with military or naval affairs 
The Departmen; 


sociation with warlike operations, will receive ad. 


| yuate attention in this connection, and the inter gt: 


of our Commercial Marine will also have an appropri 
ate place. Among other matters the columuis of {}¢ 
Journal will contain from week to week: 

A summary, in short, of whatever occurs in aij 


| parts of the world of value to our Army and Navy 
| No effort will be spared to make the Jovryat com 
| plete in all its parts, and communications on any sub. 
| ject within its i 


rovince are at all times invited fron, 


those interested in the Art of War. It shall be the 


high-toned, reliable, lively journal, which will be reag 
with interest by the families and friends of those con. 
nected with the public service and by the great body 
of the intelligent public. 4 

The importance which Military and Naval affairs 
have assumed in the United States imperatively de. 
mands that they should have in the press an adequate 
representative, which, by its ability, entire impar. 
tiality in the discussion of subjects coming under its 
notice, its official recognition and ——— devotion 
to the National Union, shall commend itself to the 
public and to the Army and Navy, and become a 
necessity in every tent, barrack, hospital and ward. 
room. The JourNnat is established in obedience to 
such a demand, and it shall be the purpose of the pro- 
prietor to make a paper which our soldiers and sailors 
will be proud to recognize as their organ, and which 


lseys. One Price. | shall be unexcelled in completeness and ability b 


MACULLAR, WILLIAMS & PARKER, 
193 Washington street, 
Bostox. 


| 7 + 

AGENTS WANTED! ! 
| 9 RARE OPPORTUNITY. | 
| 75,000 WATCHES, GOLD PENS AND PENCILS, | 
My Guard and Neck chains, Chatelaine Chains} 
jand Pins, Engraved Bracelets, Engraved Spring Lock-| 
| ets, Seal Stone Rings, California Rings, Chased Rings, | 
|Masonic Rings and Pins, Gent's California Diamond | 
| Pins, California Diamond Ear Drops, Beautiful sets 
jof Jewelry, New Styles Studs and Buttons, ete.,; 
| worth $400,000—to be sold for One Dollar each, with- | 
jout regard to value,and not to be paid for till you) 
|know what you are to get. 


| 





j pean GR | 
| Inall transactions by mail we shall charge for doin 
ive business 25 cents each, which must be enclosed | 


when the request is made, to know what you can/ 


have. After knowing what you can have, then it! 

will be at your option to send $1, take the article or not. | 

| Five articles can be ordered for $1; eleven for $2.) 

\thirty for $5; sixty-five for $10; and one hundred for | 
15. 





| With the information of what you can have will be | 
|sent a Circular giving full instructions to Agents and 
‘a full Catalogue of Articles, and then it will be at | 
| your option to send and get the article or not. 


any of its class in the world. Arrangements for edi- 
torial aid have been made wlth some of the most coni- 
petent writers on Military and Naval affairs in the 
country, and for such official and departmental assist 
|ance as will secure to the JOURNAL early and complet 


|gazettes of changes, orders, &c. 


From the pumerous expressions of approval the 
Army AND Navy JourNat has awakened in the Army 
we select the following: 


From Major-General GEorce G. MEADE. 


HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE Poton: 3 
September Mth, 1863. 5 
W.C. Cuvren, Esq., 192 Broadway— 

Dear Sir :—I have received several numbers of the Anyy 
snp Navy JournaL, and have noced with satisfaction the 
avidence they bear of the promise of usefulness of t i 
nal. Itaflords me sincere pleasure to add my cont 


}to its maintenance, and I therefore herewith encloses 


gual subscription, 35. : 
Very respectfuily, your obedient servan 
GEV. G. MEADE, Major-General Comman‘in. 

From Maj.-Gen. D, N. Coucn, Department of Susquehann) 

“It would seem that the country requires such a p- 
and [ trustit will meet with such success as to sect 
very best talent, military and naval, in the Rept \ 
work of the kind—one that shall be a siandard— 1 
needed. My best wishes are with a! 
*nterprise.’ 
From Major 






General WW. WU. Frescu, Commanding il Arm 


Corps. 
“To say that the AnMy asp Navy Jocrxat is comm 
rate with what should be a representative of our pre- 


* sce : i 
| Also, for $1 I will send a solid Silver Shield or either | great military establishment, is what I really think. 


| Army Corps Pin, with your name, regiment and com: 
pany handsomely engraved upon it. 

Address 8. M. WARD & CO., 
Box 4876, New York. 208 Broapway. 


MERRILL PATENT FIRE 


De 
} 
' 





i - BALTIMORE, 
| Merriir’s 


Pronounced by the best authority 
i to be the 
{ MOST EFFECTIVE WEAPONS 
of the kind. 
| For further particulars send for Descriptive Pamph- 
jet, which will be mailed Free. 


A® MY AND NAVY 


i EQUIPMENTS, 
| Swords, Belts, Sashes, Epaulettes, Straps, Cap Or- 





!naments, Caps, Laces, Presentation Swords, Camp: 


‘ry store. 
SMREVE, STANWOOD & CU., 
226 Washington st., 


Corner of Sumner st., Boston. 


| W ALDEN & WILLARD, 


; (Late of U. 8. Navy,) 





ARMY AND NAVY BANKING AND COLLEC- 
TION OFFICE, 
187 York Srneet Brooxtyn, 


‘and 54 Warer Srreet, CHartrstown, Mass. 
| 





| Prize Money, Bounties and Pensions Secured and 
Paid—Pay, Accounts and Allotments Cashed. 





BF All Government Claims promptly adjusted. 
Communications by mail will receive immediate at- 
tention. 


U. S. N._.vsiens and Mas- 


ter’s Mates thoroughly qualified to pass their ex- 
amination, and 
OFFICERS 
fitted for any grade in Service at the 
BOSTON NAUTICAL COLLEGE, 
94 Tremont street, 
By Captain E. THOMPSON. 


Open day and evening. Send for a circular. 


RTIFICIAL LIMBS. By E. D. 
“59 York, Place, 











E 
a ae marines 
er of Surgeon-Gener 
Whelan, U. 8. N 








}anp Navy Journat to ollicers in my portion of t 


Patext Breacu Loapinea Carpises axp) 
INFANTRY Ress, | 


| Chests, and all other articles usually kept in a milita-| } 


From Mujor-General G. 1. Tuomas, Commanding 1:0! 
orps. 
“Tt will afford me much pleasure to recommend the An»y 





ind T take this opportunity to express my gratifien 

its destiny is in such hands.” 

| From Mujor-Gereral James 8. Necuey, Second Di lie 
Army Corpe. 

“You possess my personal and official interes in yr 
enterprise. Whatever contributes to the efficiency . 
lof the Army has my friendly consideration.” 

From Prof. H. Correr, University of Pennsy!e 

“ A good paper of this kind has long been neede'i. Every 
‘ormoer effort within my knowledge has been a tai 
yours promises to be a brilliant success. Its ve 
| xervice intelligence and official information—its exce 
lea, scientific, new, and yet practical—its high tone and 
| spirit—are all that could be desired. The form, peper, and 

ypeare admirable ; and your own military expericoce 
gut your journal in sympathy with both ollicers ar 
our service.” 

Of the numerous notices of the newspaper pres* 
we have room only for the following: 


| The 















Aumy AND Navy JourNat is an honor to its 
vic th regniar and volunteer. It rece 





1e of our most distinguisi 
se from their know! 





« 
and military s spol 

the characts st ig those who had the m 
hand. It should be taken by every army oflicer in the fe 
and by every oflicer in the Navy, as wellas by our isu 
MEecers; and our more intelligent private soldiers ais», %= 


well us the general public, who uow take such a deep int’ 
est in all military matters, will find its discussions of 
highest value and interest. Its articles are from the peos 

| students of military science, Army and Navy oilicers, #" 
professors in our Military and Naval academies. Its pr" 
stor is Capt. W. C. Crurcn, lately of Major-Ge 

| Casry’s stall, and its publisher is D. Van NostRras! 

| Broadway .—Nerw York Ti 





ork Times. 
| From the New York Correspondent of the Boston Pow 


| (NOR’ WESTER). 
| The new Army AND Navy Journat hes proved 4 st 
| from the start. Handsomely printed, full of variety, Wr- 
edited, and liberally conducted, this paper leaves litule 0 
desired in its special line of Journalism. Its subserip ce 
|tist has already attained to a very respectable numbet 
thousands, and the paper has every prospect of reachinx 
legree of prosperity equal w its great deserts, Ame 
contributors are many of our Military and Naval he: 
{highest repute—men whose names at the bottom oi 
| dispatches have made the natioual heart beat quick 
| whose pens are promptto aid the sure establishme: 
| }ournal whose want has jong been felt. Civilians wb 
|to be even with the events now on the double quick thr: 
}out the land—as well as persons of military tastes—mus 
| s00n discover that the ARMY aND Navy JovgNaL is amor 
| he indispensables of the day. 
The terms of the paper are Five Doviérs : 
| rear, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. It is published 
| a large-sized quarto sheet of 16 pages, convenient 1! 
| pinding, and printed in the best manner on fine ~ 
|paper. This will furnish a yearly volume of we a 
!pages, filled with information of indispensable wo 
| portance to every soldier or sailor ambitious © im: 
| rovement in his profession, as well as to every mau 
Sesireus of taking an intelligent view of the — 
| spamienn now absorbing universal attention. 3 
| scriptions and communications should be «4 4 
}30 the Unitep States Aguy anp Navy Jou 
| New York. 
W. C. CHURCH, Proprietor; 
192 Broapwar, Naw Yous 
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ARMOR PLATES. 


Navy Department, 
Wasuinctox, November 21. 1863. { 
EPARTMENT will, until the 21st day of 
THE D next, receive proposals for the delivery at 
each of 


to : ; . 
pany of the following described side armor, string- 
e! 


rs,and deck plating for one vessel at each yard. 





The proposition may ‘be separately for the side armor, |? 





ALE OF REAL ESTATE IN THE 


TOWN OF BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Sa the direction and instructions of the Presi- 
|dent of the United States, issued of the date of Sep- 
tember 11th, 1863, in pursuance of the 11th section of} 


an act entitled “ An Act for the Collection of Direct 


f Yards at Portsmouth, N. H.;|Txes in Insurrectionary Districts within the United 
eH ; Brooklyn, New York; and Phil|States, and for other purposes,” approved June 7 


862, and an act amendatory of the said act, a proved 
February 6th, 1863, we Abraham D. Smith, William 
E. Wording, and William Henry Brisbane, United 


(COMMONWEALTH OF MASSA- 
| CHUSETTS. 





Heapqcarters, Boston, November 21, 1863. 
| BOUNTIES 'TO MASSACHUSETTS SOLDIERS 
IN THE FIELD. 
General Order No. 33. 


| I. The Act of the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
“To provide for the payment of Bounties to Volun- 


eer and deck plating. and may be for one or | States Direct Tax Commissioners for the District of|teers, and for other purposes,” approved November 
8 


‘ore vessels i 
racription of iron for a vessel, that is, the deck p 
ing, the stringers, or the side armor may be bid for} 
ing, 


oqpeeny DECK ARMOR. 
Eleven hundred (1,100) wrought-iron plates, more 
ot less, ten (10) feet long, thirty-two (32) inches wide, | 
and one and one-half (1%)inch thick. H 
A portion of these plates will be sheared to suit the| 
curvature of the side line of the vessel; also to fit) 
around the turrets and hatches, for which plans will 
ne farnished to the contractors. To be of the best} 
tron, ends and edges square, straight, and planed true} 
to the size given. The whole to be delivered within| 
tefi (10) months from the date of contract. | 
WROUGHT-IRON STRINGERS. 
Three thousand and twenty (3,020) lineal feet o 


South Carolina, on Monday, the 18th day of January, 


with the buildings thereon, to wit: Block One (1) to 


according to a plat or map made of said town, Febru 
ary, 1863, duly established and authenticated by said 


of said Commission. 


The following blocks, lots, and parts of lots are ex- mation o: the President, dated October seventeenth, | 


cepted 
glock 





; Blocks 15 and 16; Lot Ain Block 21; Blocks 


‘ it must embrace the whole of each |S0uth Carolina, do hereby declare and make known /18 1863, is hereby promulgated to all the Massachu- 
FH “ is jat-|that a public sale will be held at the office of the Com-} setts regiments, battalions, and detached companics 
|missioners aforesaid, in the town of Beaufort, State of 


|in the field, and the commanding officers thereof are 
requested to publish the contents thereof to their re- 


11864, at 10 o’clock, A. M., of said day, for the disposal | spective commands. 
lof the several lots, parts of lots, and blocks of land| 
jconstituting the town of Beaufort aforesaid, together) volunteer force of any other State, and any person 


II. Every citizen of Massachusetts serving in the 


| being a member of any regiment, company or battery 


it the| Block One Hundred and Thirty-seven (137) inclusive,|of Massachusetts Volunteers, who, under the author- 


ity of the President of the United States, re-enlists 
‘and is duly mustered into the military service of the 


| Commissioners, and recorded in Valuation Book “ A”| United States for three years, or during the war, as 


part of the quota of Massachusetts, under the procla- 


three (Oct, 17, 1863), will be entitled to all the benctits 


¢) 24 and $2; Lot Bin Block 33; Lot A in Block 34; Lot! given by that Act. And any party who shall become 


iron stringers, eight (8) inches equare, except at the A in Block 35; Lots D and Fin Block 36; Lot A 1! entitied to State aid under the laws-of the Common- 


stern and stem, where they will taper one way for the} 
jength of about forty (40) feet on each end of the ves-| 
se] to about three (3) inches. These stringers to be in| 
lenge cted together with a proper scarph one (1) foot | 
jong; one-half of the scarph to be taken from the end| 
of each. There will be four ranges of these stringers | 
on each side of the vessel. To be made of the best} 
jron, ends and edges square and straight, true to the} 
sizes given. The whole to be delivered in eight (8) 
months from the date of the contract. | 
SIDE ARMOR. | 
One hundred and forty-six (146) plates of wrought-} 
tron, three (3) inches in thickness, of the following! 
jeagths and widths, viz: | 
1 plate 18 feet long by 39 inches wide 
3 “ 5 “ 39 “ 





& v 

1 “ 10 feet 6 inches long hy 33 

2 “ 45 * “ es 3 | 
2“16%2 ‘ 28 

1 “ 16 “@g 3 | 
“oe a“ 7 « 45 | 
1 « 7 * 6x « ‘ 45 “ | 
1 “ 7“ 64% “ 45 ‘ 

1 « 7“ 644 “ 45 “ 

9 « 7“6 « ‘ 45 j 
2 « 7 “© 5x4 “ 45 

2 oo 7 ““ 5 sy o 45 iT) ' 
1“ 7“ 5% 45 “ | 
1 * 7“6 “ 45 ‘ | 
1 « 7 * 44% 45 ‘ i 
1 “ 76“ 4 « “ 45 “ i 
1“ 7“ 3xu TY 45 “ } 
1 * 7 * 34 “ 45 “ ! 
1 “ 7 3x ‘ “ 45 ‘ | 
1 “ q “ 3 “ “ 45 “ 

1 “ 7“ 2x “ “ 45 “ 
1 * 7“ O46 “ 45 “ i 
1 “ 7 ae 2 “ “ 45 “ j 
2 “ 7 “ 1X “s “6 45 “a j 
1 « 7 “© 1K “ 45 sé ; 
1 “ S 2.3 4 “ “ 45 “ 
1“ 7 “ji ‘ “ 45 “” | 
1 « 7“ oX¢ “ 45 “ 

1“ 7 * Ox« ‘ 45 “ 

10 7 « “ 45 “ 

2 “10 « “ 28 “ 

1 “* 190 “ 2 “ a“ 32 a“ 


The whole of the side armors to be made from the 
best iron, ends and edges to be square and straight, |} 
and planed true tothe sizes given. To be delivered 
in nine (9) months from the date of contract. 








The whole of the iron to be of a quality that will 
beara tensile strain of twenty-two (22) United States | 
tons to the square inch. 

No bids will be received except from parties haying | 
establishments capable of doing this work, and their | 
establishments will be examined before a contract 
will be awarded. 

Particulars will be given on applieation to the com- 
mandant of the Brooklyn, New York, Navy Yard. 
_The contract will embrace the usual conditions, and 
the Department reserves the right to reject any or all 
the proposals that may be made under this advertise- 
ment if, in its opinion, the public interests require. 

The proposition must state the price per pound for 
which each class of the iron will be delivered in the 
respective Navy Yords, and must be accompanied by 
4 guarantee that the parties will execute a contract if 
awarded to them. 

Note.—The side armor for each vessel will be double} 
the quantity of each size above named—that ia, two | 
hundred and ninety-two (292) plates in number. 


PkOPosaALsS FOR TIMBER FOR 
. TI VY. 





IE NA 


BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, 
Navy Department, 
November 16, 1863. 
Sealed proposals, indorsed “ Proposals for Timber,” 
Will be received at this Bureau until three o’clock P.M. 
of the twentieth day of December next, for furnishing | 
snd delivering under contract, at the several Navy} 
Yards at Portsmouth, N. H., Boston, New York, | 
and Philadelphia, the following described timber and 
plank, for Ordnance purposes: 
Crass I. White Oak for Gun Carriages. 
Crass II. White Pine and White Wood. 
Crass III. White Ash and Hickory. j 
Cass IV. Gum Logs. 


Separate offers must be made for the supply at each} 
sfthe Navy Yards named, and for the White Oak and | 
the Hickory, White Wood, White Ash, and Pine; but| 
the offers must be for all of cach description for each| 
Navy Yard. | 


Bidders are referred to the Ordnance Officers at the} 
several Navy Yards and stations, and to the Chief of | 
the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, who will 
‘uruish them with printed schedules, giving descrip-| 


on of the “ Timber,” time of deliveries, and other| 


Particulars. 
H. A. WISE. | 
Chief of Bureau, adinterim. | 


NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON | 








STEAMSHIP LINE. 


Semt-weekly between New Yorx, Wasmvoroy, | furnished with transportation by the Quartermaster’s| 
| 


and Greorcetows, D, C. 
Steamships BALTIMORE, EMPIRE, SALVOR | 
and JAS. S. GREEN. 


Regular Sailing Days, WEDNES 

Ss zg Days, WEDNESDAYS and SAT-| 
CRDAYS, at 10 a. «., from foot of High street, 
Tore owas and Pier 15, foot of Wall street, New 


For freight or 
MO 


opply to i 
GAN & INEHART, 
Agents, foot of High street, 
pha petty or 
JAMES HAND, Agent, 
117 Wall street, New York. 


Block 44; Lot C in Block 47: Lot Din Block 48; Lot 
E in Block 50; Lots Band D in Block 55; Lot B in 
Block 57; Lots A and C in Block 59; Lot Fin Block 


ots A and Fin Block 69; Lots A, B,C and D in 
Biock 70; Lot A in Biock 77, Blocks 78, 79, and 89 
Lot A in Block 99 and Blocks 124, 125, 151 and 152 
said plat; and, also, all lots, parts of lots, blocks, and 
buildings now occupied, and continuing to be occu- 
pied to the close ot said sale, as military and nayal 
hospitals, and as offices and storehouses of the Quar- 
termaster’s Commissary, and Ordnance Departments, 
and Revenne and Police purposes. 

Said sale shall not be kept open longer than thirty 
days from the commencement of the same. 





iwealth may reccive the same, notwithstanding the 
| bounty orincreased monthly pay provided in that Act. 
| ILL. Their attention is also specifically called to the 


twenty-three (23) fect six (6) inches, the ends|99; Lot Din Block 63; Lots A and D in Block 67;| Proclamation of the Governor, dated November 18, 


1863, copies of which wili be transmitted to all Mas- 


;/sachusetts regiments and batteries in service. 
of; IV. All such soldiers, thus re-enlisting, will receive 


jthe bounties offered by the State of Massachusctts, 
jin addition to those offered by the United States; 
jand, in regard to the State bounty, they have the 
| privilege of choosing to reccive the $325 down, or $50 
jdown and $20 additional monthly pay instead; and 
| with the same privilege of making the State treasury 
jtheir Savings Bank, and receiving interest; and 01 
jhaving their six months’ pay continued after dis- 


The Commissioners reserve a single bid on each of| charge, ¢r,in the event of death, to their widows or 


eligible, not less than one third of the appraised value 
thereof. And any of the said lots, parts of lots, and 


praized value will be withdrawn from sale. 
Given under our hands at Beaufort, South Carolina, 
this second day of November, 1863. 
A. D. Surra, 
W. E. Worprye, 
Ww. Henry Brispane, 


South Carolina. 


N ‘headed YORK COUNTY 

- VOLUNTEER COMMITTER, 
Office 240 Broadway. 

80,9000 VOLUNTEERS WANTED!!! 








The following are the pecuniary inducements of- 
fered : 


COUNTY BOUNTY—caeh down......... $500 00 
STATE BOUNTY .cccccccccscoss 200875 00 
UNITED STATES BOUNTY—to 
GF IDs cc tcagscaarcacennccs 262 00 
Do. do, do. ad- 
Gitional to Veteran Soldiers........- 100 00— 477 00 


De iadsccns ceensucs .-$777 00 
GEORGE OPDYKE, Mayor, } 
MATTHEW T. BRENNAN, Comptroller, 
ORISON BLUNT, Supervisor, 
ELIJAH F. PURDY, Supervisor, 
WILLIAM R. STEWART, Supervisor, 
WILLIAM M. TWLED, Supervisor, } 
ORISON BLUNT, 
Chairman. 


MASSA- 


se eereeere 


{ County 
Com. 


New York, Nov. 16, 1863. 





(COMMONWEALTH OF 
CHU TS 


JSETTS. 





Heap-Quarters, Boston, November 27, 1863. 


FURLOUGIIS TO VETERANS RE-ENLISTING 
IN THE FIELD. 
General Orders No. 34. 

By General Order No. 191, of the War Department 
of the United States, current series, issued June 25, 
1863, as amended by General Order No. 305, of the 
same series, issued September 11, 1863, Volunteers 
serving in three years’ organizations, who may, after 
September 23, 1863, re-enlist for three years or the 


|War, in the companies or regiments to which they 
\already belong, and who may have, at the date of re-|object of the Governor to assist and encourage sol- 


enlistment, less than one year to serve, will be desig- 


|said lots and blocks, to be publicly made by them, or) heirs—which is set forth more in detail in the Gov- 
|by their authority, of such sum as they may deem /ernor’s Proclamation above mentioned. 


| V. The Colonels and Commanders respectively of 
Massachusetts organizations in the flelf, will return 


|blocks which shall not be bid to one-third of their ap-|to the office of the Adjutant-General of Massachu- 


jsetts accurate rolls of re-enlistment, on the blanks 
prescribed and furnished by the Adjutant-General, 
|carefully filling out the same in every particular, ar 
| prescribed, and writing out every Christian name in 
\tull, without abbreviation. The name of each soldie: 
on the roll should be his own signature, and the roli 


| 
|U. 8. Direct Tax Commissionera for the District of/ when forwarded must be signed by the Commanding 


| Officer of the regiment or battery. 
| VI. Both the bounties for re-enlistment, and the 
jadditional monthly pay for those who prefer to re- 
ceive the smaller bounty in advance and additional 
pay per month, will be payable at the treasury of the 
Commonwealth of Massuchusetts. The soldiers may 
{draw their orders for the same, in the form prescribed 
jand furnished by the Adjutant-General of Massachu- 
jsetts, and sent herewith; and, in order to prevent 
| mistake or fraud, either against the Btate or the sol- 
dier, the signatures of the soldiers to such orders must 
| be witnessed by the Colonel or commanding officer of 
jthe regiment, or the Captain or commander of the 
jbattery, or detached battallion or company in which 
they serve. 
V1. This form of order is prescribed to be used by 

ithe soldier, at the time of his re-enlistment, to draw 
from the treasury the whole or any part of his boun- 
ty. Itis also to be used whenever the soldier wishes 
jto draw an order for his bounty or the balance there- 
of, or to draw for his monthly State pay, s0 long as he 
remains in the regiment, unless otherwise ordered. 

| But if the soldier wishes to draw, as aforesaid, 
| when absent from his regiment on detached service, 
or in hospital, or on furlough, any order plainly writ- 
|ten and clearly expressed, declaring his wishes, will 
| be respected if the soldier’s signature is duly authen- 
jticated by the officer commanding the post, or super- 
jintending the hospital, or by some other known per- 
json believed to be trustworthy. 
| When the soldier has left the service, he, or his 
i wife or heirs, can draw his balance in the same man- 
jner asif he had been a depositor and the treasury 
| was a bank. 
| WIII. Orders sent by mail can be deposited in any 
|sound local bank, for collection at the State treasury. 
| 1X. Those soldiers who desire it, can have their 
bounty or additional pay, or any part thereof, allotted 
and distributed to their families by the Treasurer of 
jthe Commonwealth, through the Treasurers of their 
jrespective towns and cities,if they desire it,in the 
|same manner as their present pay under the existing 
|system of allotments. 

| X. This Order is susceptible of being amended 
| hereafter, in any way that will render more certain or 
|more convenient the payment of bounties or addition- 
jal monthly pay to soldiers who re-enlist; it being the 


|diers to re-enlist, by all such mcthodsas shall promote 
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Gs 5)000,000 LOAN OF THE COUNTY 


OF NEW YORK. 
Subscriptions are hereby invited to aloan of Two 
Million Dollars, authorized by an ordinance of the 
Board of Supervisors, approved by the Mayor, Octo- 


ber 31, 1 entitled, ““ An Ordinance for the procur e- 
ment of substitutes for drafted soldiers for the armie s 
of the Union, provided the same can be counted and 
allowed on the quota of the city and county of Sew 
York in any future draft.” 

The proper books for such subscriptions will be 
opened at the Comptroller’s office, on and after Tuc-- 
day, the 17th day of November instant, and remain 
open until the whole sum shall be taken. 

Subscribers will be required to deposit with the 
County Treasurer at the Broadway Bank, within five 
days after entering their subscriptions, the amounts 
subscribed for by them respectively, and on present- 
ing his receipts for the money to the Comptroller, 
they will be entitled to receive the bonds of the coun- 
ty, for equal amounts, redeemable on or before June 
1, 1864, with interest from the date of payment, at 
the rate of six per cent perannum. 

MATTHEW T. BRENNAN, Comptroller. 

City oF New Yor«, Department or Fixance, 


and reserved from said sale, to wit: Lot B injinthe year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-| ComPTROLLER’S OFFICE, Nov. 16, 1863. 





ANTED.—Surgeons and Assistant 
Surgeons for colored regiments in the De- 
partments of the South Gulf and Tennessee. 

All candidates must b¢ examined before a Board of 
Medical Officers. 

Boards are now in eession at Boston, New York, 
Washington, Cincinnati and St. Louis, and at,the 
Headquarters of the Armies of the Potomac, Cum- 
berland and Tennessee. 

Applications for examination should be made to 
the SBurgeon-General, U. 8. A., Washington, D. C., 
and must be accompanied with one or more testimo- 
nials of good moral character from respectable per- 
sons. 

The Board will determine whether the candidate Is 
qualified for Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon. 

The candidate must be a graduate of some Regular 
Medical College—non-graduates will not be examined. 
BARNES, 

Acting Surgeon-General. 
Scrceon-Gexera’s Orrice, Nov. 18, 1863. 


AMUEL V. NILES, 

(Late of the General Land Office, 
MILLTARY, NAVAL, AND 
GENERAL AGENOY. 
(Established in 1857.) 


Orrice and Resimencr, 202 I st. bet. 20th & 2st! ats:, 
Waihtngton, D. C. 











Having had the exclusive charge of the “Revoltition- 
ary, and War of 1812, Bounty Land Bureau,” General 
Land Office, for several years, and being familiar with 
the business of the various branches of that Depart- 
ment and of the Bureau of the “ Commissioner of 
Pensions,” offers his services to the public as an At- 
torney and Solicitor in the adjustment and collection of 
DEMANDS AND CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
GOVERNMENT, 
in all departments, especially claims growing out oi 
the present war. 

Particular attention given to Pensions due to O)i- 
cers, Soldiers, Seamen, and Marines of the me / and 
Navy of the United States, and the widows, children, 
mothers and sisters of those who have been killed, or 
died from wounds and sickness contracted in the ser- 
vice. 

Claims for indemnity for property destroyed, and 
claims of Contractors, Quartermasters, and for re- 
cruiting and subsistence, &c., and for horses (losi, 
died, or killed in the service), and for the Bounty, Ar- 
rears of Pay, and Prize Money due Officers, Soldiers, 
and Seamen of the United States, or their heirs at 
law. 

Any business before the General Land Office, Indian 
Office, or other Departments, Con, , or the Court 
Claims, requiring the serviced of an Attorney, will 
meet with prompt attention. 


REFER TO 
Hon. Thomas A. Hendricks, U. 8. Senate, late Com. @. 
L. O., Shelbyville, Ind.; Hon. John Wilson, late Com. 
|G. L, G., Chicago, 1U.; Hon. Joseph 8. Wilson, late 
|\Com. G. L. O., Washington City; Hon. George C. 
| Whiting, late Com. Pen., Washington City ; Rigs & 
\Co., Bankers, Washington, D. C.; Rittenhouse, Fant 


|& Co., Bankers, Washington, D. C. 

















Correspondence solicited from Attorneys at Law, 
and respectable Agents from all sections of the Coun- 
ltry, for the purpose of establishing branch agencies 
|for the prosecution of Military and other claims. 
| Detailed information will at all times be furnished 
jcorrespondents in relation to claims, together with 
|the necessary forms, and such instructions as may be 


lrequired to conform to any modifications of the laws, 


nated “ Veteran Volunteers,” and will be entitled to) certainty and expedition in carrying out the wishes o1|or the requirements of the Departments in relation 
the bounty and premium of $402, mentioned in the'the soldiers in relation to the disposition and use of | thereto. 


said General Order No. 191, to be paid in the manner 


therein provided for other troops re-entering the ser-| without improper risk of fraud upon the soldier or) 


vice. The new term will commence from date of re- 
enlistment. The manner of payment has been fully 
set forth in the Proclamation of the Governor to the 
people of Massachusetts, dated November 18, 1863; 
and Massachusetts soldiers, thus re-enlisting, will also 
be entitled to the State bounty and bevetits, men- 
tioned in the same Proclamation. 

By General Order No. 376, of the War Depart- 
ment, current series, issue November 21, 1863, it is 
ordered that volunteers now in service, so re-enlisting, 


ishall have a furlough of at least thirty days previous 


tothe expiration of their original enlistment. This 


privilege will be secured to the volunteers either byj ernment, and to pay interest on the public debt,” ap-| 


ordering all so re-enlisting, with their officers to re- 


ors, to the Seperintendent of the Recruiting Service, 
lor furlough and re-organization, or by granting fur- 
foughs to the men individually. Mustering Officers 
are ordered to make the following stipulation on the 
muster-in-rolls of veteran volunteers now in service, 
re-enlisting as above: “* To havea furlough of at least 
thirty days in their States, before expiration of orig- 
§nal term.” : 

Commanding Generals of Departments and Armies 
are authorized to grant the aforesaid furloughs, with- 
in the limit of time fixed in compliance with the said 
last mentioned Order, as the demands of the service 
will best permit, reporting their action to the Adju- 
tant-General of the Army. 

In going to and from their respective States and 
homes, the Veteran Volunteers so furloughed will be 


Department of the United States. 


When the three-fourths of a regiment or company! 


re-enlist, the volunteers so enlisted may be furloughed| 


jina body, for at least thirty days as aforesaid, to g9| h 


home with their officera to their respective States and} 
districts to re-organize companies and regiments until! 
the expiration of their terms of service. | 

The above-mentioned provisions of the said Gener-| 
al Orders of the War Department are hereby promul-| 
gated, for the information of Massachusstts soldiers 
now in service, and in reply to many inquiries re- 
ceived at these Headquarters. 

By order of His Excellency Jounx A. ANDREW, Gov- 
ernor and Commander-in-Chief. 

WILLIAM SOHOULER, Adjutant-General. 


| their bounty and pay, so far as the same can be done 


the State. 

| By order of His Excellency Joun A. Anprew, Gov- 
ernor and Commander-in-Chief. 

| WILLIAM SCHOULER, Adjutant-General 

{ 


NITED STATES INTERNAL RE- 


VE} ° 
j Fifth Collection District State of New York, 
7th, 10th, 13th and 14th Wards of the City of New 
ork. 
| Pursuant to the provisions of an actentitled “ An 
| Act to provide internal revenue to supportthe Gov- 





| 


| proved July 1, 1862, notice is hereby given toall per- 


|portin their respective States, through the Govern-| song liable to pay duties or taxes undersaid Act in 


the Fifth Collection District of the State of New York, 
that the Collector of said District has received from 
the Assessor thereof his annual collection list for the 
year ending April 30, 1864; That the duties and taxes 
assessed by said Assessor have become due and pay- 
able; That the said Collector will attend to receive 
the same at his office, No. 561 Broadway, in the City 


jof New York, daily, (Sundays excepted), from the 


sixteenth day of November, A. D. 1863, until the 
sixteenth day of December, A. D. 1863, between the 
hours of nine o’clock A. M. and three o’clock P. M., 
and that all persons who shall neglect to pay the du- 
ties and taxes so as aforesaid assessed wpon them, to 
the said Collector within the period of time above 


specified, shall be liable to pay ten per centum addi-| V 


tional upon the amount thereof. 


Dated New Yorks, Oct. 29, 1863. j 
JOSEPH HOXIE, | 


__ Collector Fifth District, State of New York. 
ILITARY AND NAVAL CLAIM 
AGENCY. 


J. LOEWENTHAL & CO., } 
(Late LoewentHaL & WARREN), } 
207 Pennsylvania Avenue, 


Wasuinertox, D. 0. 
Authorized Agents for procuring Bounty Money 
Back Pay, Pension, and collecting all kinds of Clai 
against the Government. 


References required. 

All letters, to secure prompt attention, should en- 

|close postage etamps. . 

Address SAMUEL V. NILES, Attorney, 
Washington City, D.C. 


EW BREECH-LOADING RIFLE. 


Barrer, 241%. Weront, oxty 5% porsps, 44-100th+ 
Cat. 28 LONG BULLETS TO POUND. 
Warranted superior to any gun in use for Accuracy, 
Range and Rapidity of discharge. These rifles are 
now in use in the 7thand &th Regiments of Kentucky 
|and the 6th Ohio Cavalry. 


AUTOMATIC SPRING SADDLE AND BODY 
HOLSTERS eat yo CARTRIDGE 
OX ES. 
Made under letters patent. 
We furnish Presentation Swords at 10 per cent. 
Jommission on maker's prices. 
Pistols, Swords, — ans Ammunition, at who!e- 


sale. 2 co. 
Cincinnatt, Ohio. 


ENNSYLVANIA. MILITARY 
ACADEMY, AT WEST CHESTER.—ron 














| SOARDERS ONLY.—This Academy is chartered the 
Legislature, with the aaenes, rd of Trustees : 
HON. JAMES POLLOCK, President; CAPT. 


7M. APPLE, Vice-President; WM. E. BARBER, 
Esq., enter ; JAMES. H. ORNE, Esq., Treasurer; 
Revs. Richard Newton, D. D., Ben}. Wallace, D. D.: 
Hons. Oswald Thompson, Charles O'Neil; Col. D. B. 
—— . Biya? L. b horn, Geo. P. fee. Jos. B. 

‘ownsend, ies n, Wm. rings, Geo. 
L. Farrell, Theodore Hyatt ¥ rs. . 

It — Primary, Scientific, Collegiate and Mili- 
tary Departments of Study, all of which are now in 
operation, under thoroughly competent ra, 

e accommodations for Cadets are of the most ap- 
OS peoe kind. The discipline is strictly military. Care- 

1 attention is paid to the moraland religious instruc- 

tion of Cadets. The Academy is fu the 


State with a Battery of Brass Guns for the A’ 
a= ph eg te he oo hitter ees 4 
‘West Ghonten, Pa. emy, 
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Mmtary GOODS. * 
E.R. BOWEN, 
20 Clark street, corner of Lake street, 


(Over U. 8. Express Office), Cuicaco, Irv. 
Swords, Revolvers, 
Cartridges, Rifles, 

Belts, Sashes, 

Hats, Caps, 

Gauntl Flags, 
Haversacks, 


Shoulder Straps, 
&e., c. 
Bucesain Groves in groat variety,and Reoaria 


Ds. 
The largest stock in the city of Chicago, and at 
lowest prices. 





A. ORTMAYER,. Ww. V. KAY. Ww. U. TURNER. 


A ORTMAYER & CO., 
" Manufacturers and Dealers in 


SADDLES, BRIVLES, §c. 


CAVALRY EQUIPMENTS on hand and made) 


to order. 
44 Laxe STREET, 
Chicago. 


No. 
Up Stairs. 











OMES, SON & MELVAIN, 


No. 6 Marpen Lanz, New Yor. 


Dealers in eve: shies necessary for the Uniform of 
the ARMY AND NAVY-—Swords, Sashes, Belts, 
Shoulder-straps, Epaulettes, Laces, Buttons, Fatigue- 
cape &c., &ec.; also a large and complete assortment 
of Firearms, Cutlery, Double and Single-bol. Shot 
Guns, and Sporting Ammunition in every variety. 

Sole agents for Heiffer’s celebrated Army Razors, 
Westley Richards’ Fowling Pieces and Rifles, Etey’s 
Percussion Caps for revolvers, &c.—Vublishers of the 
“ Uniform of U. 8. Navy.” 


A, © BININGER & CO., 
o 





(ESTABLISHED 17738.) 


IMPORTERS OF 


BRAN DIES, WINES, &C. 
375 BROADWAY, 





New work. 


“ 





ARRABEE & NORTH, | 


+ 174 LAKE STREET, CHICAGO. 
MILITARY GOODS. 


Fine Gold Embroidery, 
Presentation, Dress and Service 


SWORDS AND SABRES. 
Fine Cutlery, Pistols, Infantry Trimmings, Buttons 
a&e. 





MmtaArY SADDLERY. 


JOHN NORGROVE, 
6 Tremont Building, Dearborn-st., 

Between Lake and Randolph-sts., CuicaGo. 

Manufactures and has constantly on hand a large 
variety of M ilitary Saddles, Bridies, Sword Belts,| 
Pistol Holsters, Cartridge Boxes, Medical Saddle! 
Bags, &c. 

x. B.—A large assortment of Solid Leather Trunks, | 
Valises, &c., on hand. | 








K's “CHARLES THE BOLD.| 


Will be Published, December 15th, 


HISTORY OF CHARLES THE BOLD, 
DUKE OF BURGUNDY 


BY 
JOHN FOSTER KIRK. 


Two vols. 8vo. 





Muslin, uncut, on white paper.......... $3 00 per vol. 
Half Morocco, with Vellum Cloth Sides 
and Gilt Top, on Tinted Laid Paper.. 350 “ “ 


Mr. John Foster Kirk, whose intimate relations 





Particular attention paid to putting up all kinds of 
Liquors for 
HISPITALS, ARMY AND NAVY PURPOSES. 
W AkNOCK & CO.,: 
ARMY AND NAVY 


CAPS, 
EQUIPMENTS, 


AND EMBROIDERIES, 


519 Broadway, 
t. Nicnotas Hore.. New York. 
&@” A complete assortment of Ladies’ Fine Furs. 


E OWEN & SON, 
e 
MILITARY AND NAVAL 
MERCHANT TAILORS, 
212 Pennsytvania AVENUE, 





HATS, 


as per Regulation, 








Bet. 14ra and 15tg S13., 


K. Owrn. 
8.W. Owes. 


(“ BSTABLISHED IN 1841.”’) 


Al 
VW ALL, STEPHENS & CO., 
322 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Between Ninth and Tenth stg., 
Wasuincrton, D. 0., 

Have always on hainl a large stock of MILITAR 
AND NAVAL CLOTHING, Also, Swords, Sashes, 
Belts, Epaulettes, Shoulder Straps, Laces, &c., &e. 

P.5.—As we keep one of the largest Srock of 
Reapy-Maps C.ioTmine in the city, we would re- 
spectfully solicit a call from Army and Navy Officera. 
SUTLERS TREATED LIRRRALLY. 


Wasuinotos, D. C. 








J M. MIGEOD, 
e 





with the late Wm. H. Prescott are well known, has 
just completed Vols. I and II of his History of Charles 
the Bold, and the Publishers have the pleasure of an- 
nouncing that this important contribution to our his-| 
torical literature is now ready for publication. j 
‘The remarkable epoch treated by Mr Kirk is full of 
nd historical figures, and by his narrative an entire: | 

ly new light is thrown on some of the most impor-| 
tant events in Charles’ career. 
“ Napoleon of the Middie Ages,” is fully indicated, | 
and the influence is traced both of his ambition and) 
of his fall upon the destinies of the principal Euro-) 
pean States. | 

(Says the Allantic Monthly.) 

“ We have no hesitation in assigning to Mr. Kirk’s 
moet ae eee narrative a place with the great) 
achievements of genius in the department he has| 
chosen to fill. His advent among the historians will 
be welcomed the world over.” | 

[From Dr. R. Shelton Mackenzie.) 

“The author will take his stand at once among the! 
great writers of his land and time.” | 

Will be sent by mail on the receipt of the price, by! 
the Publishers. J.B. LIPPINCOTT &CO., | 
Philadelphia. | 





FvetWwenty LOANS. | 


OFFICE OF FISK & HATCH, 


U. S. PIVE-TWENTY LOAN AGENTS, | 


ree 
No. 38 Wall street. | Invite the attention of the Militar 
The Government are now delivering the FIVE jcomeite assortment of all articles, including an en- 


TWENTY BONDS s0 rapidly that we shall hereafter 
be prepared to fill orders without the delay heretofore ex-' 
perienced. 

We shall endeavor to keep a supply of all denom- 
inations on hand for immediate delivery. 

We also buy and sell at market rates : 

U. 8. COUPON AND REGISTERED BONDS 
of °81. 

U. 8S. 7-30 TREASURY NOTES. 

U. 8. ONE YEAR CERTIFICATES, 


Hls position as the| : 


(Established 1835,) 
No. 27 South Eighth Strect, 
Entrance on Jayne 8t., formerly Lodge Alley, | 
Puttapecrnia, | 
Manufacturer of every description of Milltary | 
Equipments, Sword Belts, Pistol Holsters, Cartridge 
Boxes, Bridles, Saddie-Cloths, &c. Medical Saddle- 
Bags, Chests, Trunks and Valises constantly on hand 
in great variety. Goods made to order. 
&@ All orders by mail promptly filled. 
ILITARY AND NAVY 
EQUIPMENTS AND TRIMMINGS. 


The above named goods on hand and made to order 
in elegant style, consisting of 





Swords, Epaulettes, Cords, 
Sashes, Gauntletts, Laces, 
Belts, Shoulder Straps, Buttons, 
Spurs, Embroideries, Bindings. 


Silk and Bunting Flags, Guidons and Standards. 


MASONIC & ODD FELLOW’S REGALIA. 
Military and Masonic BOOKS, 
Wholesale and Retail by 
A. I 


W. POLLARD & CO., 
} No. 6 Court st., Boston, Mags. 


MT sOD~. WAUD & CO., 

M. 

193 Washington street, Boston, 
Public to their 





j 


tire outfit for ARMY OR. NAVY OFFICERS. 

The only store in this city exclusively for the sale o1 
Military Goods, Camp Setts, Army Valises, Camp 
Cots and Stools. Presentat on Swords of all descrip- 
tions on hand or made to order. Also Wholesale 
— for the Ridgewood Smoking Case and To- 

cco. 


RIE RAILWAY. 


Passenger Trains leave, via Pavonia Ferry, fvot of 
Chambers street, as follows, viz: 


7-00 a. u., Express, for Buffalo and principal interme- 








U. 8. QUARTERMASTERS’ CHECKS. 

U. 8S QUARTERMASTERS’ AND ORD- 
NANCE VOUCHERS, and all GOVERNMENT 
issues. 

BANKS, SAVINGS BANKS and investors will 
find us prepared at all times to furnish desirable lots 
of these Securities in large ov small amounts. 

DEPOSITS received and COLLECTIONS made 
on favorable terms. STOCKS, BONDS and GOLD 
bought and sold on commission. 

. FISK & HATCH, 

Bankers aud Dealers in Government Securities, 

No. 38 Wall street. 


diate Stations. 

|8°30 a. M., Mixx, daily for Otisville, and intermediate 
Stations. 

= A. M., Mart, for Buffalo and intermediate Sta- 

ons. 

4°15 Pp. M., War, for Port Jervis and Newburgh. 
5-00 p. M.. Nicat Express, daily, for Dunkirk, Buf- 
falo, Rochester, Canandaigua, &c. The Train of 
Saturday runs through to Buffalo, but does not run 
to Dunkirk 

7-00 Pp. M., EmiGrant, for Dunkirk and principal Sta- 
tions. CHA’S MINOT, Gon'l Sup’t. 


[HE SOLDIER’S GIFT TO THE 
LOVED ONES AT HOME. 








EORGE W. GRAY. 


BROWN STOUT, 
PORTER, AND ALE BREWER, 
23 South Sixth street, 
Philadelphia. 


We will deliver free of freight charge, at any Ex- 
press Office east of St. Joseph, Mo., any of our beau: 
tiful Albums of the value of $5 or more, that may be 
ordered by members of tne Army or Navy of the 
United States as presents to friends athome. We 
manufacture elegant styles af all P A to $25 and 
higher. E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 


Manufacturers and Importers, 
‘u 601 Broadway, N.Y. 











ARMY AND N 
EE 





AVY JOURNAL. 


December 12, 1863. 








FL OBSIMANN BROTHERS & CO., 


Fifth and Cherry sts., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Manufacturers and Importers of all kinds of 


MILITARY GOODS, 
Staff, Field, and Line Officers’ Equipments, on 
hand, o smade to order in an elegant style. 
CONSISTING OF 
Sashes, Belts, Cords, Swords, Spurs, Buttons, Sword 
Knote, Epauiettes, Bindings, Shoulder Straps, Facing 
Cloths, Embroideries. Presentation Swords, 
CoLt’s Army anp Navy Revoivers. 

Navy and Marine Officers supplied with everything 
for their Equipment, euch as Chapeaus Caps, Pas- 
sants, Epaulcttes, Swords, Belts, &c. Also, ilk and 
Bunting Flags, Guidons, Standards, ete., ete. 


RESENTATION SWORDS 
REGIMENTAL COLORS, Ete. 
TIFFANY & CO., 

550 & 552 Broadway, New York. 

DEPOT OF GENERAL EQUIPMENT, 
Comprising everything pertaining tothe PersonNEL 

or Camp Forniturs oF THE SOLDIER. Officers study- 
ing the necessities of active service, or the perfection 
of uniform and material, will do weil to examine this 
large collection of Foreign and Domestic Arms, Uni- 
forms and Miscellaneous Trappings. 


MITH & SPALDING, 
(Late James 8. Smith,) 
Nos. 15 Dutchesst., 564 Broadway, 
New York. 
BEAUFORT, 8. C., and VICKSBURG, Miss. 
Manufacturers of and dealers in 
MILITARY GOODS, 
Swords, Belts, Sashes, Shoulder Straps, Cords, Spurs, 
Cups, Hata, ani in fact, everything required by. the 
Odlicers of the Army and Navy. 
Medals, Checks, Stamping and Psess Work, done at 
short notice. 
Sole manufacturers of James 8. Smith’s Patent 
Metalic Shoulder Straps, in imitation of embroidery. 
BS ‘Trade Supplied. “Ga 











PALMERS & BACHELDERS, 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS 
IN 
SWORDS, REVOLVERS, EMBROID- 
ERIES, DIAMONDS, 
WATCHES, JEWELRY SILVER WARE. 
PALMERS & BACHELDERS, 


162 Washington-st., Boston. 





MILITArY DEPOT, 
4 * 7 7 
STADERMAN & SHAFTER 


292 Broapway, corner Rraps Srreet, N. Y., 
Manufacturers and Importers of every description of 
MILITARY AND NAVAL GOODS, 

Swords, Belts and Sashes in great variety. Gold and 
Silver embroidery of every description and quality. Mil- 
itary Trimmings of the finest manufacture ang impor- 
tation. Presentation Sworps of original designs, 
made to order at the shortest notice. Traps Scrpiiep. 


QEEBAES BROTHERS, 
294 Broadway, near Reade St., 
New York. 
Manufacturers and Importers of 
MILITARY AND NAVAL GOODS. 
The cheapest place for 
SWORDS, RELTS, SASHES AND EMBROIDERY. 
Metal Goods of every description. 
We manufacture our own goods and fill orders 
promptly. 











ALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL- 
R0AD. 


On and after Monday, Sovember 23d, 1863, da ly 
trains will be run between Washington and New 
York, and Washington and the West, as follows: 

FOR PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK AND 

BOSTON. 


Leave Washington at 8 and 11-50 A. m., and 5 and 
8°30 P. M., daily, except Sunday. On Sunday at 8-30 


P. M. only. 
FOR BALTIMORE. 

Leave Washington at 635, 8, and 11-50 a. x, and 
3°10, 5, and 8°30 p. M., daily,except Sunday. On Sun- 
day at 8 4. M. and 5°10 and 8°30 P. M. 

FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WES1. 

Leavy. Washington at 6°35 and 8 a. M., and 8-30 Pp. M. 
daily, except Sunday. On Sunday at 8:30 P. mu. only. 
COMMUTATION TRAIN. 

Leave Washington daily, except Sunday, at 4'20 Pp. 
xu. The first and fourth trains from Washington, and 
fourth and filth trains from Baltimore, stop at all 
way points. 

FOR WASHINGTON AND THE SOUTH. 

Leave Baltimore at 3-50, 5°50, and 10°20 a. m., and 
3°15, 4°35 and 7°35 P.M. On Sunday at 3°50, and 8-50 
a. M.,and3-1lip M. 

COMMUTATION TRAINS. 
Leave Baltimore daily, except Sunday, at 7°15 a. M. 
FOR ANNAPOLIS. 
Leaye Washington at § a. M. and 3°10 P. ». 
do Baltimore at 8.50 a. M. and 3°15 Pp. M. 

For farther information, tickets of every kind, &c., 
apply to George 8. Koontz, agent at Washington 
Station, or at the Ticket Office. 

W. _P. SMITH, Master of Transportation. 
L. M. COLE, General Ticket Agent. 





8S. N. PAYMASTER IN WANT 

e@ of a competent young man as clerk, with 
unexceptional references and practical business ex- 
perience. llease address 


______ HOWARD, Box 2522, N.Y. P. 0. 
Hi PHOTOGRAPHIC MAGNI- 


FIER and STEREOSCOPE combined affords 
asweet and quiet satisfaction, beyond anything ever 
offered of its kind, when used in examining Stereo- 
acopic views, Photographic Albums, and Photographs 
of friends. $1. 89 roadway, New York: GOD- 
FREY’S. 

T. SMITH. & CO., 
e 342 and 344 Broadway, 
Manufacturers of Saddiery and Military Equip- 
ments, have opened a Retail Department in connec- 
tion with their Wholesale establishment, and offer a 
large and well-selected assortment of 
MILITARY SADDLES, BRIDLES, MARTIN 
GALES, SPURS, BITS, BELTS, HAVER- 
BACKS, ARMY BLANKETS, &c. 











MEtary GOODS. 


W. J. SYMS & BROTHERS, 
300 Broadway, New York, 


Importers and Manufacturers of 
PRESENTATION Sworps, Sasuegs, 
Beits, Epaciettes, Gos, Pistors, asp 
REVOLVERS. 
Dues article in the military line, wholesale anq 
retail. 


NITED STATES 5-20 BONDS 
United States 7-30 Treasury Notes, 
United States Coupons of 1881, 
United States Certiticates of Indebtedness. 
Gold, Silver, Uncurrent Money, Exchange on al! parts 
of Europe and Northern Cities, 
BOUGHT AND SOLD. 
We are authorized to furnish 5-20 bonds at par. 
Orders for Stocks and Gold executed in New York 
exclusively on commission. 
RITTENHOUSE, FANT & CO., Bankers, 
352 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington. 


Fraick’s UNITED STATES 
MILITARY AND NAVAL AGENOY, 
Commissioner for all the States, 


Established in 1846. 








Bounty, Pay, Pension and Prize Money Off, 
Re 


Office, No. 223 Dock St., op. Exc 
3 PHILADELPHIA, oon. hange, 
Pension, Bounty, Pay, Prize Money, Claims, 
For Soldiers, Seamen, Marines, Mothers, Orphaz 
Sisters, Widows, and others, promptly collected, 
CHARGES MODERATE. 


Fy, & ET ANTHONY, 
, Manufacturers of 


PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS, 


501 Broapway, New York. 
CARD PHOTOGRAPHS. 


Our Catalogue now embraces considerably over 
FOUR THOUSAND 


different subjects (to which additions are continually 
being made) of Portraits of Eminent Americans, ete., 
viz.: 

72 Major-Generals, 
190 Brigadier-Generals, | 
250 Colonels, 

84 Lieut.-Colonels, | 
207 Other Officers, 112 Stage, 

60 Officers of the Navy, | 46 Prominent Women, 

147 Prominent Foreign Portraits. 


2,500 COPIES OF WORKS OF ART. 


Inoitupine Re-rroDvUcTIONS OF TH# MOST CELEBB&- 
TED ENGRAVINGS, PatnTINGs, Statutes, &c. 
Catalogues sent on receipt of Slamp. 
An order for One Dozen PICTURES from our 
Catalogue will be filled on receipt of $1 80, and sent 
by mail, free. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC ALBUMS. 


Of these we manufacture a great variety, ranging lv 
price from 50 cents to $50 oa 
Our ALBUMS have the reputation of being supe 
rior in beauty and durability to any others. 
The smaller kind can be sent safely by mail ats 
postage of six cents per oz. 
The more expensive can be sent by express. 


525 Statesmen, 
127 Divines, 
116 Authors, 
30 Artista, 


We also keep a large assortment of 
STEREOSCOPES & STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS 


Our Catalogue of these will be sent to any address on 
receipt of Slamp. 


E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 
MANUFACTURERS OF PHOTOGRAPHIC MatTexiats, 
501 Broadway, New York. 


Friends or relatives of prominent military men will 
confer a favor by sending us their likenesses to copy. 
They wiil be kept carefully, and returned uninjured 

we FINE ALBUMS MADE TO ORDER for 
Congregations to present to their Pastor, or for other 
purposes, with suitable inscriptions, &c. rs 


hs ION MILITARY BRASS Works, 
247 and 249 West Fifth st., 
Cixcinnatt, O. 
WM. POWELL & CO., Proprietora. 
ARMY SPUBS. 

75 varieties of Brass, Steel, Silver and Gold Plated 
Spurs. The largest and cheapest assortment of Army 
Spurs in the United States can be found at this Bs 
tablishment. Also, Mexican, California and Victoria 
Spurs, Sword Belts, Sword Swivel Hooks, Stir 
rups, Bits, Rosettes, Hearts, Holster Ends, Bar 
Buckles, Bridie Tips, Tree Moulding, Mounting for 
Infantry and Cavalry Equipments, é&c., &c., &c. 


r — ° 
W. PAYNE, Printer of the ARMY 
e@ anp Navy Jovurnat, is prepared to execute 
every description of PRINTING, in the best style of 
the art. Office,37 Park Row, Room 40, Fifth story. 


UNITED STATES 
Army and Navy Journal; 
A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER, 


DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF THE 


ARMY AND NAVY, 
and to the 
DISSEMINATION OF CORRECT MILITARY INPORMATION 

Terms.—$5 per annum in advance ; $3 for six mont 
in advance. Advertisements of a character suited to 
the columns of the Journat will be inserted, to a r y 
ited extent, at twenty cents a line each insertion. hort 
vertisers are requested to make their favors a6 sho! 
af possible. — 

sll letters should be addressed to The Units 
STATES ARMY AND Navy Journal, New You. “A 
mittances may be made in United States funds, 
Quartermaster, Paymaster or other drafts, W ~ 
should be made payable to the order of the prop 
etor. 

The Editor of this Jovzwat will always be glad te 
receive from officers in the oe services, comes 
dence and general communications 0 
suited to Ao eli It is necessary that the name 
of the writer should, in all cases, accompany 
communications, not for publication, but as & 
tee of good faith. 


a CHUR Proprietor; 
_ te oeanwams Rue Yous. 
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